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2009: a year with lots of challenges for us all

new year with so few confident expec-
tations.

A year ago, gasoline cost a little more
than $1 a litre locally and the business pages
of the dailies were full of stories about the
boom in Alberta. Although the election
itself was 11 months away, the presidential
election race in the United States was well
under way, with Hilary Clinton expected to
nose out all her competitors for the
Democratic party’s nomination.

In Canada, the economy was strong just
about everywhere, the lone exception being
Ontario’s manufacturing sector, which
would have been in real trouble had it not
been for orders related to the oil sands proj-
ects then under way. Politically, we had rea-
sonable stability, with the federal
Conservatives able to govern as if they had
a majority of seats in the Commons, thanks
to the Liberals’ disarray as leader Stéphane
struggled to achieve the popularity that
accompanies skills in the areas of policies
and communications. And a law drafted by
Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s adminis-
tration had set an election date in October
2009.

In Ontario, the re-election of the
McGuinty Liberals a few months earlier
had included a personal defeat for
Progressive Conservative leader John Tory
in the Toronto riding held by Education
Minister Kathleen Wynne, and the expecta-
tion was that Mr. Tory would soon find an
MPP willing to give up his or her seat so he
could participate in legislature debates.

Closer to home, Dufferin County Council
seemed close to embarking on a solution to
the county’s longstanding lack of a means
of handling its solid wastes, most likely
through construction of a gasification facil-
ity on a 200-acre site that once was to have
housed an ordinary landfill operation.

Although we read occasional stories
about so-called sub-prime mortgages and a
related increase in the number of foreclo-

S ELDOM, IF EVER, have we entered a

sures in the U.S., the general expectation
was that things would continue pretty much
as they had for the last few years, with infla-
tion posing as the main economic threat.

That was indeed the case until the middle
of the year, when crude oil prices peaked at
about $147 US a barrel and the price at
Canadian pumps approaching $1.50 a litre.
(Locally, the highest was about $1.40.)

Since then, we have experienced an eco-
nomic domino effect the likes of which the
world had never seen, the sub-prime mort-
gage fiasco having triggered a credit crisis
and a related collapse in stock values, to the
point where today stock market indices
have plunged roughly 40 per cent from peak
levels and governments just about every-
where have been trying to come up with
workable means of stimulating their
economies.

In the circumstances, no one faces more
challenges than Barack Obama as he pre-
pares to assume the U.S. presidency later
this month.

Although there’s little doubt that he has
assembled a highly credible cabinet team, or
that he’s on the right track in seeing a need
for universal health care, an improved edu-
cational system and better relations with the
rest of the world, no one knows whether his
economic policies will prevent the U.S.
entering a depression equal to, or greater
than, the Great Depression of the 1930s.

Of all the problems he faces, perhaps the
greatest is the fiscal mess he will inherit
from the (mis)administration of George W.
Bush.

Although supposedly a conservative, the
outgoing president chose to pick up only
one truly conservative policy tool — tax
cuts for the wealthy — while doing nothing
to curb spending at a time when the country
was conducting costly wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

The result was mounting budgetary
deficits at a time when governments else-
where (including our own) were either bal-

ancing their budgets or following
Keynesian economic theory by using sur-
pluses to reduce their debt loads.

Enormous as the challenges facing the
Obama administration clearly are, they will
be mirrored to some extent just about every-
where, including even places like China and
Russia.

In Canada, the challenge will be for gov-
ernments at all levels to come up with wise
stimulus packages, the aim being to use the
economic downturn as a time to improve
infrastructure to the point where an eco-
nomic recovery can be speeded and made
more effective through modernization.

For example, this should be a time to
improve our transportation infrastructure by
building and widening trunk highways,
restoring rail passenger services and
improving airport facilities.

In Ontario, it should also be a time to
move quickly on the construction of new
nuclear power plants, ideally by using both
the existing and proposed Candu technolo-
gy and having projects at both the Bruce
and Darlington complexes.

As for Dufferin, this surely must be the
year when County Council finally solves
the solid waste dilemma by selecting one of
the proponents of a scheme that will turn the
wastes into harmless byproducts while pro-
ducing some energy.

It will also be a year when Dufferin will
at long last have a multi-lane highway
connection with Toronto, through the
widening of Highway 10 between
Orangeville and Caledon and completion
of the Highway 410 extension to the north
end of Brampton.

But welcome as this improvement will
be, it won’t affect the gridlock between
Brampton and Toronto, and ought to be
accompanied by improvements in public
transit, ideally through introduction of lim-
ited GO train service between Orangeville
and Brampton or Streetsville using refur-
bished rail diesel cars.
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Home care worker says change needed

An open letter to MPP
Sylvia Jones:

I am a home care worker,
delivering home health and
home support services in the
town of Orangeville. I am writ-
ing to you because our current
working situation is at a break-
ing point. Something must be
done. No more bandages.

Ontario home care workers
work hard and deliver quality
service. With low wages, no
pension and no benefits, our
employment conditions are
well below the standards set

I see that the Provincial
Policy Statement (PPS) has
been amended again by the
current Ontario government.
Among other changes, the
revised PPS specifies that the
Ontario Municipal Board is
empowered to refuse appeals
by developers to rezone
employment lands to residen-
tial lands.

That should make it easier
for Orangeville and other
Dufferin County municipali-
ties to reject zoning appeals
from residential developers,
and to retain employment
lands for their intended pur-
pose.

Charles Hooker
Orangeville

for colleagues working in facil-
ities and hospitals. Why are we
so different?

Providing  home  care
requires that I must travel
between clients. Many home
care workers, like me, spend as
much time getting from one
client to the next as they do
delivering care to their clients.
When travel time is unpaid it’s
not uncommon for a home care
worker to be on the job 8 hours
a day but only get paid for 4
hours. Is this fair?

Finally, the mileage rate
paid by most agencies is mea-
ger. Many employers on com-
pensate at rates of $.32 per
kilometer! WSIB pays $.37 per
kilometer to attend appoint-
ments and the government
pays over $.40 per kilometer.
What makes us so different
from the others?

I know the home care sys-
tem can be improved.
Compensation for all of our
work, including travel time, is
very important. Fair wages,
mileage compensation and
work protections from home
care workers - like all other
workers - is the place to start.

I love the work I do and
know that I am a professional
delivering the kind of care that

Who stands for them?

I am angry and incredulous!
When will this madness stop?
How ridiculously politically
correct have we become?
Who is standing up for our
troops? I am writing in refer-
ence to news today that one of
our brave soldiers has been
charged (by Canada) with 2nd
degree murder in the death of
an enemy combatant. It is
early and I am responding
solely to radio reports and I am
fully prepared to recant my
feelings if future facts dictate.
But at first blush I am out-
raged, disgusted, and ashamed
of my government.

Our soldiers are already
completely at a disadvantage
in this disgraceful battle with
enemy insurgents. We are not
permitted to “fight fair”...the
Canadian way. The cowardly
enemy hides amongst women
and children. And now this!
Shame on you federal govern-
ment!

I for one am 100%,
unequivocally and uncondi-
tionally behind our troops who
stand in harm’s way. They
deserve better. God bless each
and every one of them.

Ian Fairley
Orangeville

Kudos for insight into issue

Kudos to Don Pelton for
seeing through the negativism
and opportunism of the
Committee to Hold Council
Accountable.

Although they were very
vocal in their criticism of
council’s decision for a pay
raise, Council should realize
that there are many non-vocal
citizens who support and
appreciate the hours they put
in on our behalf. Ranting and

raving at council meetings and
to the press, then refusing to be
a part of the solution, does not
solve problems. It only
reveals self seeking character-
istics, which are too often seen
in politics.

Let’s keep unproductive and
destructive criticism out of our
local politics and work togeth-
er for solutions.

Shirley Bartlett
via e-mai

is essential to the health of our
clients I meet each day. I hope
that my work is also respected
by the agencies and Ministry
that I work for. Change must
occur.

If home care workers were
to stop working on the same
day where would the health

care system be? The health
care system would crumble in
mere days and where would all
the clients trying to stay in
there own homes be at? This is
only a bandage to cover up
what really is happening?
Mary Huckle
Orangeville - PSW

Is selectiveness part of plan?

While it’s always a treat to
read anything by Ron Bosman,
sometimes it’s hard to pene-
trate to his central point. Take
his Dec.24 letter for example.
He talks about the horrors of
abortion, Paul McCartney and
dead seals, unborn babies, the
baby Jesus, King Herod’s nas-
tiness and finally “God’s
Ultimate redemptive plan.” 1
think that his central point is
that killing is bad.

I assume that for him the
issue is the taking of life, as in

Thanks, and

Our family has been without
a doctor since February 2008,
as our wonderful, dedicated
doctor, Dr. G. A. Vanderburgh
retired from his Shelburne prac-
tice. ~ We were privileged to
have a family doctor all of our
lives, but now find ourselves on
a waiting list along with thou-
sands of other applicants wait-
ing for a response, hoping there
will be a doctor to take care of
our family.

Recently, I had a minor blad-
der infection - I thought if I
went to Shelburne’s Mel Lloyd
centre someone might be able
to see me, but I was told to go to
Headwaters Emergency in
Orangeville for treatment. 1|

“Thou shalt not kill.” But if
abortion is an evil, then surely
it is bad to end any life. I
searched- in vain- for his
opposition to war and to capi-
tal punishment, wherever these
might occur.

I can only conclude, by their
absence, that for Mr. Bosman
some killings are fine and
some are not. I guess that
selectiveness too is part of
God’s redemptive plan?

Geoff. Rytell
Toronto

be thankful

felt guilty to go to an emergency
unit for a prescription for a
minor ailment. (I can’t even
have my annual mammogram
without a doctor’s note, how do
I get checked? It is frightening,
as my family has a history of
breast cancer).

The staff at Headwaters are
impressive, as I am sure they
see numerous minor health
issues daily because of the doc-
tor shortage, thank you for help-
ing me. We must never take
our healthcare professionals for
granted.

To those who have a doctor,
be thankful.

Irene Graziotto
Mansfield

Important message missed

Christmas is over! Gifts
have been exchanged: gifts
that are neither needed, nor
wanted. I'm not a Christmas
enthusiast, I know that places
me in the Scourge league, a
social reject and all; still, I
think Jesus would agree with
me..If I was Jesus I wouldn’t
want people to be celebrating
my birthday on a pagan holi-
day! The priests, preachers
and pastors have dusted off
their newspaper Christmas
messages, complete with the
usual Biblical quotes.

However, an important mes-
sage that I have never found in
the messages is, Genesis: 25,9
“His (Abraham) Sons Isaac
and Ishmael buried him....” 1
think this is the only time, bib-
lically or historically, these

two great nations ever cooper-
ated and worked together (the
Israelites were the descendants
of Isaac and the Arabs the
descendants of Ishmael).
Wouldn’t it be better for the
priests, preachers, pastors,
Islam, and rabbis to be preach-
ing and praying these two
great nations should again be
working and cooperating
instead of telling lies about
each other, tearing each other
apart and killing each other? If
the great nations came to gath-
er, then the Christians, Jews
and Islams would be working
for a better world in peace and
harmony, but until that hap-
pens there will be no, “Peace
on Earth.”
George C. Hunt
Shelburne

I'M ALREADY
SICK OF WINTER.

T,

A wise choice for deputy mayor

week to Ken McGhee on his being chosen
as Mono’s new deputy mayor, succeeding
Dave Baldwin.

Mono council was faced with an unusual chal-
lenge last fall when Mr. Baldwin announced his
plan to retire at year’s end and it was found that it
would be inappropriate, if not unlawful, for
Council to name a successor before there was
actually a vacancy.

Our suspicion all along was that Mr. McGhee
was the best candidate for the job, and not simply
because he’s now in his eighth year on council.

As it turned out, there was a need for fast
action, since Council didn’t meet until Tuesday
night and if no appointment was made then
Mayor Lorie Haddock would go to tonight’s
meeting of Dufferin County Council with only
her own two votes for the county’s second largest
town. Now, with Mr. McGhee on hand, the town
will have twice the number of votes should they
be needed.

While he’s heading to county with just one
day’s experience in his new role, Mr. McGhee
told our reporter he’s confident he will able to
blend in. “Lorie, Dave and (Mono CAQO) Keith

OUR CONGRATULATIONS go out this

McNenly have kept me up to date on the issues
going on at county council.”

Ontario Municipal Act rules gave the council
two options for filling the position of deputy
mayor. They could interview applicants and fill
the position themselves or call an election. But
since it appeared an election would cost taxpayers
about $20,000, the better route became obvious.

Another potential candidate, Councillor Laura
Ryan, initially expressed interest in the deputy
mayor’s job but decided Mr. McGhee’s experi-
ence made him the ideal candidate and became
his nominator, the other councillors being unani-
mous in agreement,

Council now has a tougher challenge, in decid-
ing who should fill the vacancy caused by Mr.
McGhee’s “ascension.”

Council will officially declare the seat vacant at
its meeting next Tuesday and will then have 60
days to appoint a replacement councillor.

One option might be to pick an unsuccessful
candidate in the 2006 municipal election, which
saw Ms. Haddock oust incumbent mayor Keith
Thompson. Mr. Thompson is no longer a Mono
resident and the Mayor says several viable candi-
dates have expressed interest in the position.

Time to close a yawning gap

n article in the business section of
AMonday’s Toronto Star got me to think-

ing about Bombardier Inc. as offering
the solution to a long-standing problem in rail
passenger service beyond the so-called
Windsor-Quebec corridor.

The Canadian Press article out of Montreal
disclosed that Bombardier had “opened the
new year with a bang.” The company’s rail
division had signed a “framework agreement”
to provide the German railway Deutsche Bahn
with double-deck passenger coaches in a deal
said to be worth up to $2.5 billion.

The agreement would see Bombardier
Transportation build 800 coaches for Deutsche
Bahn, which came out of a 1994 railway
restructuring that followed reunification of East
and West Germany.

“This is the largest framework agreement
for vehicles that Deutsche Bahn has ever
awarded to a single supplier,” Bombardier
Transportation president Andre Navarri said in
a statement.

The German firm’s CEO, Hartmut Mehdorn,
said his company was making the large invest-
ment despite the global economic meltdown
that has made many companies extremely cau-
tious about capital spending.

“Precisely because worldwide economic
growth is being assessed so skeptically, we
must have the courage to invest in the future,”
Mr. Mehdorn was quoted as saying.

“Efficient, high-capacity transportation sys-
tems require a state-of-the-art vehicle fleet with
energy-saving trains that can be flexibly com-
bined and driven.”

David Slack, spokesman for Bombardier,
told CP the first firm order is expected to come
in early summer, but it’s too early to say how
large it will be or when the first cars will be
delivered.

However, Bombardier has apparently
worked out the design and will build the
coaches at five European plants in Germany,
Sweden and the Czech Republic.

The article explained that Bombardier has
already delivered about 1,600 coaches to the
German railway, and the firm’s coaches are
also in service in Israel, Denmark and other
countries.

But the new coaches will be significantly
different from those now in service, in that
they will be self-propelled.

Half a century ago, another company came
up with a similar idea that for some reason fell
into disfavour after Amtrack and Via Rail took
over rail passenger service in North America.

Yet some of the “Budd cars” built by the
Budd Co. in Philadelphia back in the 1950s are
still in service, and one can even be seen on
the track in front of Orangeville’s train station,
although that particular one has no engine or

controls.
The Budd-built rail diesel cars turned up on
many branch lines of both the CPR and CNR,
the railways having selected them as both
faster and cheaper to operate than conventional
trains powered by either steam or diesel loco-
motives. In fact, when the CPR introduced its
“Dayliner”
service
between
Toronto and
Owen Sound,

the railway

trimmed

about 90 min- Ton‘,

utes off the Clal'ldge

schedule, the
new units completing the 120-mile trip in just
three hours.

Now the world’s largest train manufacturer,
Bombardier is expected to get many new
orders as countries boost infrastructure spend-
ing to kick-start economies and address efforts
to reduce greenhouse gases. Yet it remains to
be seen whether either Via Rail or GO Transit
will awaken to the potential value of such self-
propelled equipment.

Surely there’s no doubt that a 21st-Century
version of the Budd car would fit perfectly
inside the yawning gap between the two choic-
es now given Canadians for intercity travel —
full-size trains or buses.

Just imagine the popularity of the speedy
rail passenger service the units could provide
between downtown Toronto and places like
Brantford, Guelph, Alliston, Peterborough,
Cobourg — and, of course, Orangeville!

Ideally, the new service would be operated
as a joint venture by Via Rail and GO Transit,
and the equipment could replace the huge GO
trains on the Lakeshore service in off-peak
hours.

The viability of such a scheme could easily
be demonstrated through purchase of refur-
bished Budd cars, a number of which are avail-
able from a firm in Moncton, New Brunswick.

A little over a year ago, when I took Via
Rail’s two-Budd-unit Lake Superior on the CP
Rail line between Sudbury and White River, an
engineer told me the half-century-old cars are
still capable of 70 miles an hour, a speed they
once occasionally reached on straight-aways
between Streetsville and Toronto.

One big advantage of the relatively light-
weight equipment is that it doesn’t require
improvements in trackage of the sort employed
when GO Transit restored train service out of
Barrie, at a cost of $20 million.

And it would allow the Harper government
to carry out its promise of revived rail passen-
ger service out of Peterborough, at a tiny frac-
tion of the originally projected cost.




