
With an influx of new
members and a new leader
in Ottawa, the federal
Dufferin-Caledon Liberal
riding association emerged
from its annual meeting last
week in an optimistic
mood.

“Everyone seems to be
in high spirits,” said
Rebecca Finch, the Liberal
candidate in the October
election. “With the new
members, it looks like peo-
ple are feeling a need to get
involved. I also think
(Liberal leader) Michael
Ignatieff is making a posi-
tive impact.”

The meeting, held last
Thursday in Mono Mills,
saw the selection of a new
executive that includes new
riding president Jeff May. 

“One of our first priori-
ties is to prepare for the
next election,” says Mr.
May. “We will be looking
at broadening our member-
ship base. We will also be

reaching out to make con-
nections with the various
municipal councils in the
riding.”

With the governing
Conservatives set to pres-
ent a budget on Tuesday,
Mr. Ignatieff has said he
may oppose Prime Minister
Stephen Harper’s plans for
income tax cuts, stating
they are not conducive to
dealing with the current
recession and its projected
massive deficits.

Mr. May says the
Liberals are not against tax
cuts but now is not the time
to be enacting them. Mr.
Ignatieff’s statement “is a
caution that, during a reces-
sion, it is not a good time to
be focusing on tax-cut
measures. We need to be
able to avoid a long-term
structural deficit.”

The local Liberal associ-
ation also came away from
the meeting with a renewed
confidence that the

Conservative stranglehold
on Dufferin-Caledon can
be broken, noting that one
of the new members is a
former Conservative.

“We’ve been hearing
more complaints about the
Tories at the national
level,” Ms. Finch said.
“We’ve also been hearing
that (incumbent Tory MP)
David Tilson doesn’t inter-
act with the people. His
attitude is turning people
off.”

Jason Gracey, the riding
association’s new policy
chair, feels the
Conservatives “have a
weak bench. They are not
negotiating a lot of their
own policy. They mocked
[Stéphane] Dion when he
came up with his plan and,
two months later, they are
doing the same thing,” such
as producing economic
stimulus packages. 

“Their ideology is to do
as little as possible.”
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Caressant Care Arthur Retirement Home
(adjacent to our nursing home)

215 ELIZA STREET, ARTHUR, ONTARIO
Trust your Retirement to Lois Zettler and her dedicated, 

caring staff. You’ll enjoy our one-level Home and 
wide range of activities all for a low, all-inclusive rate.

Call Lois at 519-848-3795.

For other Caressant Care Homes, call 1-800-792-3803
or visit our website www.caressantcare.com

Call today for a personalized 
in-home consultation

519.939.2954
vclaridge@sympatico.ca

Everyone craves a living space 
that is functional, beautiful and

comfortable. Achieving this often
requires the talent and experience
of a professional interior designer. 

I can help create 
exquisitely coordinated rooms 

that reflect your tastes, 
and fits your budget.

vanessa claridge
INTERIOR DESIGNS

Sleep Dentistry

CALL TODAY!

941-5801

Dr. Robert vanGalen B.Sc. D.D.S.

General Dentistry

75 Fifth Avenue, Orangeville Visit us online at: www.fifthavenuedental.com.

Relaxed, stress free
dental treatment

Certified anesthesiologist present

Covered by most insurance policies

Aleviates anxiety and discomfort

.

.

.

Thursday January 29, 2009
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Lord Dufferin Centre 2nd Floor Activity Hall
32 First St., Orangeville, ON

Special Guest Speakers:
Judy Porteous Osteoporosis Canada
Rose Mary Margarett  Pharmacist
Peggy Bond Physical Therapist
Patricia Banks RN
Pat Gardner Public Health Nurse

To register or for more information: 
Patricia Banks, Lord Dufferin Centre

Nurse Consultant
519 941 8433 ext: 222

Judy Porteous, Osteoporosis Canada
519 270 7057 or visit: www.osteoporosis.ca

Osteoporosis Information Session
Better Bones – Better Lives!

All Welcome – Light Refreshments

What Osteoporosis is

Whether you are at risk

What you can do to maintain
healthy bones

The role of exercise, nutrition
and lifestyle choices

How Osteoporosis is treated 

How to cope with Osteoporosis 

Falls Prevention & Home Safety

How you will benefit and
why you should care.
You will learn…

Please note that the regular meeting of Council
for February will take place on February 10th,

2009 at 6:00 p.m.  There will be one (1) council
meeting in February due to the Ontario Good

Roads Association Conference.  Please
contact our office if you have any questions or

concerns at 519-928-5652.

Considering the French Immersion
Kindergarten Program for your Child?

Come to a French Immersion Information Night
for East Wellington and Dufferin County Parents

Brisbane Public School
9426 Wellington Road 124, RR #2 Erin
Thursday January 29 at 6:30 pm

Martha Rogers Bob Borden
Director of Education Chair of the Board

FRENCH IMMERSION
KINDERGARTEN

UPPER GRAND DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD

ASK THE EXPERT!

Steve Elliott has been a licenced Funeral Director for over 
28 years. He is the Managing Director at:

Personalization: Today there are more ways to personalize a funeral than
ever before. Caskets can be personalized with lifestyle insert panels and
corners; urns can now have photos engraved on them along side a name
or a life symbol; vaults can even have a personal symbol on them. The
visitation and service can be personalized to be more reflective of the
person’s life and what they meant to their friends, family and community.
We help accomplish this in many ways: memory boards which display
photos from early childhood to more recent days; customizing floral
designs to favourite colours or type of flowers; personalized memorial
cards; favourite music played both during the visitation and service;
displaying personal memorabilia that was very dear to the person. We also
include in our traditional services a professional DVD video tribute at no
additional cost. This is played during the visitation and placed on our
website to be shared with family and friends who may not be able to
attend. This internet feature is available only at Egan Funeral Home.
I would encourage all readers to talk openly with your family, a friend or
your executor about your preferences and how you wish to be
remembered. You can call 519-941-2630 or email your questions to Steve
at orangeville@eganfuneralhome.com.
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ONE OF THE HIGHLIGHTS of the annual Mono Winterfest is the tree chipping
event. Volunteers Harvey Cook (wearing sunglasses) and Bob Shirley busied
themselves at the festival on Sunday by turning used Christmas trees into useful
mulch. Below, Brian Cooke was one of a throng who showed up to participate in
the event. Among his duties was to securely tie the skate laces of his son Brice.

Local Grits upbeat after annual meeting
By DAN PELTON

Staff Reporter

Dufferin-Caledon MPP
Sylvia Jones has called on
Premier Dalton McGuinty
to order an immediate end
to the strike that has left
York University students
without classes since early
November.

“It has been almost
three months since CUPE
3903, which represents
York University employ-
ees, has gone on strike.

Since that date, the two
sides have been unable to
reach a settlement at the
bargaining table,” she said
in a statement released
Wednesday after the pre-
mier appointed a provin-
cial mediator to help
resolve the dispute.

“I have received hun-
dreds of e-mails from con-
cerned York students and
their families who want to
see this issue resolved.
The longer this goes on,
the more it jeopardizes
students and their futures.
I have heard from students
who depend on summer
employment to pay their
tuition, but will not have a
summer break to earn
money if the semester is
lengthened,” she said. 

“Some graduating stu-
dents are preparing gradu-
ate school applications,
but may not be accepted
because they do not have
grades to present to
schools. 

“For the sake of 50,000
students, this has to end

now.”
“It’s obvious that

Dalton McGuinty and his
government don’t appreci-
ate the impact and severe
consequences their inac-
tion is having on stu-
dents,” PC Leader John
Tory said in a press
release. “Ontario’s so-
called 

‘Education Premier’
must finally do the right
thing and recall the
Legislature immediately.
York students deserve
nothing less.”

Arctic archaeologist Dr.
Robert McGhee will be
the keynote speaker at a
fundraiser on Friday,
February 6  at the
Orangeville Senior’s
Centre at 26 Bythia Street
in Orangeville after mak-
ing two presentations at
area high schools earlier
on the day.

Mr. McGhee’s research
has focused on the history
of Arctic North America.
He has undertaken field
work across northern
Canada, from Labrador to
the Mackenzie Delta and
northward to the High
Arctic islands, as well as
in Svalbard and Siberia.
His work has addressed
the origins and develop-
ment of Inuit culture, reac-
tions of prehistoric popu-
lations to episodes of cli-
matic change and relations
between aboriginal peo-
ples and Europeans in
Arctic Canada.

This research has been
reported in over 100 books
and articles, including
both academic publica-
tions and those designed
for a general audience. He
is a Fellow of the Royal
Society of Canada, has
been awarded the Massey
Medal by the Royal

Canadian Geographical
Society, and is presently
curator emeritus at the
Canadian Museum of
Civilization. His most
recent books are The Last
Imaginary Place: A
History of the Arctic
Regions, and a sketch of
Canadian history titled
The Thousand Year Path.

Among Dr. McGhee’s
early memories are help-
ing during the threshing at
his grandfather’s farm east
of Shelburne, which was
the activity of “picking
stones” left by the glaciers
and loading them onto the
horse-drawn stoneboat
that was an important
implement at all farms in
the area at the time.

“I was thrilled when Dr.
McGhee agreed to partici-
pate in this event,” said
Rebecca Finch, former
federal Liberal Candidate
for Dufferin-Caledon.
“His books are mesmeriz-
ing, and the subject matter
is perfect for a winter
event in a riding where so
many people are engaged
in environmental projects.

“I was particularly
pleased at the enthusiasm
displayed by Westside
Secondary in Orangeville
and Centre Dufferin in

Shelburne when I
approached them about
having Dr. McGhee do an
extra presentation for the
students. Arctic archaeol-
ogy is such an important
and fascinating field of
study, and yet so few stu-
dents know much if any-
thing about it.”

Members of the public
are welcome to attend the
presentations at the high
schools, as well as have an
opportunity to meet with
Dr. McGhee in person and
hear his second presenta-
tion at the fundraising
event that evening.

More details can be
found out about this event
on www.dcliberals.ca, on
Ms. Finch’s website at
www.rebeccafinch.ca or
by contacting her at 519-
216-5722.

Archaeologist keynote speaker at fundraiser

RR#1 Mono Centre  519-941-5109

PETER GUMPESBERGER
Well Known Toronto Photographer

See his beautiful photography framed.
Also, sale of unframed prints.

Sunday, February 1st, 2009
between 1:00 and 4:00 p.m.

Join us at the

to meet

Jones calls for end to York U. strike

Two Orangeville men
have been accused of using
fraudulent lift passes at the
Hockley Valley Resort ski
lift.

Tyler Dynes and Thomas
Condon, both 20, were
charged after Dufferin OPP
officers were called to the
scene Saturday night. The
two had been apprehended
by security officers.

The two men face charges
of engaging in a prohibited
activity, laid under the
Trespass to Property Act.

Fraudulent ski lift 
passes said used


