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Sign shop tax MPAC ruling reserved

An Orangeville sign
shop owner’s battle with
the Municipal Property
Assessment  Corporation
(MPAC) was the subject of
an Assessment Review
Board hearing last week
and both sides are now
waiting for the board’s
decision on the matter.

The hearing, held at
town hall, pitted MPAC
against Ken Filsinger,
owner of Sign Needs on
Centennial Road, who has
seen his property taxes
almost double after his
business was upgraded to
an industrial classification
from a commercial one.

The hearing was chaired
by Ian Birnie, who heard
the arguments from Mr.
Filsinger’s lawyer, Chris
Scott, and MPAC lawyer
Shawn Douglas. He has 90
days to deliver his deci-
sion.

Mr. Filsinger told the
hearing that his tax classifi-
cation changed from com-
mercial to industrial after
Sign Needs moved to its
present location from Third
Street. But the nature of his
business didn’t change, and
tax rolls reveal that all
other sign-making compa-
nies serving Orangeville
have a ‘commercial’ classi-
fication.

He says his taxes have
increased from around
$6,000 to between $10,000
and $11,000 as a result of
the change.

At the hearing, MPAC
evaluation review special-
ist Peter Gauthier
explained that the process-
es involved in Mr.
Filsinger’s business put it
into the industrial classifi-
cation under Section 6 of
the Ontario Assessment
Act.

Mr. Gauthier said he did
a full inspection of Sign
Needs after, he said, Mr.
Filsinger filed an “applica-
tion for review of classifi-
cation” with MPAC. He
said he also discussed the
nature of the business with
Mr. Filsinger.

“After I was fully
informed, I concluded the
property class was appro-
priate,” Mr. Gauthier told
the hearing.

As for its definition of
industrial land, Regulation
282/98, Part 2, Section 6 of
the act reads: Land used
for, or in connection with,
manufacturing, producing
or processing anything.

The Assessment Act
terms a commercial prop-
erty as one where the activ-
ities are limited to taking a
product and reselling it as
is; such as a retail store.

During cross-examina-
tion, Mr. Scott asked Mr.
Gauthier if he thought the
wording within the act was
“overbroad.”

“I’d agree the wording
is somewhat broad,” said
Mr. Gauthier.

“Would you say it is
overbroad?” asked Mr.
Scott.

“In my personal opin-
ion, I would say so.”

“And in your expert

opinion?”
“I would also say so.”
MPAC lawyer Ms.

Douglas argued in her oral
summation that it was not
Mr. Gauthier’s responsibil-
ity to personally discern
whether a Dbusiness is
industrial or commercial.
“A witness should not be
asked to explain processing
and manufacturing,” she
told chairman Birnie. “He
only needs to know what
falls within the rules.”

In earlier testimony,
however, Mr. Gauthier told
Ms. Douglas that he decid-
ed Sign Needs was a man-
ufacturer because of a step-
by-step production
process. He explained, in
detail, that Sign Needs’
method of vehicle lettering
was a 17-step manufactur-
ing process.

“Not only is it a process
that falls under regulation,”
he continued, “it, in our
view, is also the process of
manufacturing an image.”

In a later interview, Mr.
Filsinger said he never dis-
cussed his business with
Mr. Gauthier, nor did Mr.
Gauthier see the operation
in action. The only time he
explained production to
MPAC, he said, was at a

discovery  hearing in
February,  where  he
explained it to Ms.
Douglas.

When asked by Mr.
Scott why other sign shops
are not classified industrial,
Mr. Gauthier said: “Just
because it’s a sign shop
doesn’t necessarily mean
there’s manufacturing
going on.” Minutes later,

though, he said “if you
make signs, you should be
industrial (classification).”

In his five-minute oral
summation, Mr. Scott told
chairman Birnie that “a
person cannot be asked to
obey a law that is just too
broad that, no matter what,
you are going to be caught
by it.”

Ms. Douglas’ summa-
tion, on the other hand,
lasted well over an hour;
during which she cited a
number of precedents
where businesses argued
for a change in tax classifi-
cation and were denied.

(Mr. Gauthier had earli-
er stated that, during his
seven years on the job, he
had never reversed a deci-
sion to classify a business
as industrial).

Mr. Filsinger has allies
in his fight at a number of
levels. In a letter to Ms.
Douglas®  law  firm,
Orangeville tax collector
Debbie Goss related, in
regards to Sign Needs:
“The municipality at this
time wishes to advise that
we do not support the clas-
sification of Industrial

OVangémlle

TENDER

Tenders for the “SUPPLY OF ONE (1) NEW FULL
SIZE 4X4 2-TON TRUCK WITH DUAL REAR
WHEELS, REGULAR CAB AND CHASSIS” will be
received at the Town of Orangeville Municipal Offices,
87 Broadway, Orangeville, Ontario, L9W 1K1, until:

2:00 P.M. ON TUESDAY, JUNE 23, 2009

Tender forms are available from the Public Works
offices at 87 Broadway. Tenders must be submitted in
the envelope provided, clearly marked as to its
contents.

Questions regarding this Tender may be directed to Ed
Gill, M.Eng., P.Eng., Managing Director of Operations
and Transportation at 519-941-0440, ext. 222 or J.P.
Marchildon, Operations Manager at 519-941-9124,
ext. 4501.

Lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

J. Tupling, P.Eng.
Director of Public Works

Obviously, we’re not above using
shamelessly cute photos
of animals to encourage you to adopt
from our shelter. See above.

From cats to dogs to rabbits and more, we have many,
many animals at our shelter who are earnestly wishing
and hoping for loving homes. So won’t you open your
door (and your heart) to a shelter animal today?
To meet our available animals, visit the shelter at 650
Riddell Road, or go to www.orangevillespca.ca.

The animals can’t thank you enough.

ONTARIOSPCA

Orangeville & District Branch

Taxable as returned by
MPAC.”

The Ontario Chamber of
Commerce has endorsed a
submission  from  the
Greater Dufferin Chamber
of Commerce that the
Section 6 regulation in the
Assessment  Act  be
changed.

“The opening words of
this provision (land used
for, or in connection with
manufacturing, producing
or processing anything)
have resulted in changes to
the tax treatment of numer-
ous properties,” the sub-
mission reads. “Businesses
such as denturists, artisans,
print shops and software
developers now find them-
selves treated as industrial
because they are producing
or processing something.”

Dufferin-Caledon MPP
Sylvia Jones supports the
chamber and Canadian
Federation of Independent
Business in recommending
that the industrial class def-
inition be narrowed.

In a letter to Ontario
finance minister Dwight
Duncan, Ms. Jones wrote:
“I would urge you consider
making this change to your
regulation. In these chal-
lenging economic times, I
believe we need to do all
we can to support business-
es in our province.”

Nathan Burnett obtained his Fish and Wildlife
Technologist Diploma from Fleming College 2007 and
his Honours Bachelor of Science Biology, Deans
Honour Roll from Trent University 2009.

Congratulations, Nathan
Mom, Dad & Family
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KINSMEN EXPRESS THANKS: Orangeville Police Chief Joseph Tomei
accepts a certificate of appreciation from Kin member John French as
Kinsmen Kevin Eales and national president Doug Robinson, right, look on.
The Orangeville Kinsmen paid tribute to more than a couple of dozen sup-
porters and contributors last Thursday with a steak dinner and other awards.

$2.2M in grants for local projects
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frequently used by seniors.

The William Street proj-
ect, where each level of
government contributing
$600,000, involves the
replacement of the water
main and sanitary sewer on
William Street from Town
Line to Church and the
reconstruction of the road
to current municipal stan-
dards.

The Town’s portion of
this project will be funded
from water and sewer use
rates, and other Town funds
that are currently available
such as gas tax and other
reserve funds, but that dis-
tribution will be decided by

GRADUATION

Council.

“This is a significant
announcement for the
Town of Orangeville,” said
Mayor Rob Adams, noting
the federal/provincial fund-
ing partnership will permit
the Town to upgrade the
Tony Rose Memorial
Sports Centre, making it
accessible and much more
inviting. “The water main
and sanitary sewer on
William Street are both
over 50 years old and in
poor condition. Their
replacement will be an
environmental and finan-
cial benefit to the munici-
pality.

To fulfill the local com-
mitment, the town has used

up the $4.7 million it had in
reserves for water and
sewer improvements and it
is projected that the water
and sewer reserve will have
a deficit of about $800,000
by year’s end.

It is anticipated, howev-
er, that money from water
user rates will be trans-
ferred to the reserve as part
of the 2010 budget, a move
that is expected to put the
water and sewer reserve
back into a surplus situation
next year.

The town will also be
assisted by the $377,000 it
raised for cash reserves by
passing an average 2.5-per-
cent town-only property tax
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increase in 2009.
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Mel Lloyd Centre (Audltorlum Door “C”)
Behind Dufferin Oaks
Shelburne, ON

June 27" ¢ 1-4 pm

Best Wishes Only

New Patients

Welcome

=== Dr, Russell Leveops. mso eam

Periodontist

=== Dr, M. Abouzgia BDIS, DIP, CMFS, M5c. FRCDN
Oral 8 Maxillofadal Surgeon

=== Dr. Brian Way oos. msbo.

Orthadontist

Lord Dufferin lll

www.LordDufferinDental.com
32 Firsl Street, Sulte M2, Orangeville, ON LW 2E1

sDental Centre

Call: 519-938-9500
Open Evenings and Saturdays for your convenience,
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PURCHASE FINANCING

MITSUBISHI
Driveeeath ON MOST 2009 MODELS =222

2009 LANCER

OYEAR

160,000 km

2009 LANCER SPORTBACK

WITH THIS CHALLENGE, EVERYBODY WINS.

Right To Play is an international humanitarian organization that improves the lives of children and communities in some
of the most disadvantaged areas of the world by using the power of sport and play for development, health, and peace.

With every new vehicle sold, Mitsubishi Motors will donate $100 to Right To Play.
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dealer for defails

3511 Highway 9, Caledon Tel: 519-940-5151 Fax: 519-940-5152
www.orangevillemitsubishi.ca

Smart customers always read the fine print. ¢ For all purchase financing offers, customers must sign contract and fake delivery from dealer by June 30, 2009. Purchase financing at 0% APR not available on 2009 Lancer Evolution models. Purchase
financing at 0% APR available through Bank of Nova Scofia and Bank of Montreal for up 48 months on all new 09 Lancer models and 09 Lancer Sportback models (09 Lancer Evolution models excluded). Financing example: $20,000 financed at 0%
APR for 48 months, monthly payment is $417; cost of borrowing is $O; and fofal obligation is $20,000. All offers available only through participating dealers to qualified retail customers in Canada and are only on approved credit. See participating
* Whichever comes first. Regular mainfenance not included. See dealer or mitsubishi-motors.ca for warranty ferms, restrictions and details. Not all customers will qualify. ** Best backed claim does not cover Lancer Evolution and Ralliart
models. See dealer or Mitsubishi-motors.ca for Education Edge ferms, conditions, and other defails. ® MITSUBISHI MOTORS, BEST BACKED CARS IN THE WORLD are frade-marks of Mitsubishi Motors North America, Inc. and are used under license.
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Mitsubishi
Motors

Hwy #10

HOME OF
THE WEEK!!

YOUR RENOVATION AND
HOME IMPROVEMENT

"EXPERTS"!"
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KITC HEN M

Designs by Donna Irving

351006 17th Line, RR#2 Orangeville Ont. LIW 2Y9

Phone 519-941-7684

ASK US ABOUT THE
““Ewl!
HOME RENOVATION
TAX CREDIT

heirloomkitchen@hotmail .com
We Can Handle All Your
Renovation Needs

Fire & Security
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“Old Fashion
Service”

* Monitored Security System
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WINDOWS/DOORS

o = Ask Us About
2T

The Federdl
Home
- ']' Renovution Tux
Credit

VT X737 2'/2miles eust
HAMHIE - of Orungeville
on Hwy 9

David Young

\ 941-3667 /

MANAX PLUMBING
& HEATING LTD.

Commercial * Industrial * Residential

EXCELLENT RATES-SAME DAY SERVICE
Licenced * Environment Canada Lic.

* Hard Wire ¢ Wireless
* Video Surveillance
* Service and Repair
519-928-9900
Toll Free: 1.866.308.8412

\ www.correctfireandsecurity.ca/

0| ALL-MONT LTD.

Garage Doors and Electric Operators
Residential - Commercial
* Steel Insulated,

R.16.04

* Steel Non-Insulated

Maintenance
Free Doors
* Coach House

T
Complete Line of Parts

Visit our showroom
48 Centennial Rd., Unit 20

Orangeville, Ontario LOW 3T4
\ 519-942-1956 /

Orangeville Home
Hardware Building
Centre
Your local supplier of Houseware
Products. Building Products, Paints,
Hardware, Tools and Fasteners, Flooring,
Electrical, Plumbing, Sporting Goods &

Seasonal Garden Cemre

60-4th
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$1000 ECO REBATE
$115” EMBRIDGE REBATE
$125°OPA
- $750™ TAX RELIEF

-
DON'T PAY FOR 6 MONTHS 0.A.C

336 Columbia Street, New Westminster, B.C.
OR SEE OUR WEB PAGE ORDER FORM ON

PLAN NUMBER 7-4-966

FOUR-BEDROOM COUNTRY CHARM
Country charm with a contemporary touch the use of metal
roofing over part of the house will make this four-bedroom
family home stand out from its neighbours. The great room’s
gas fireplace is flanked by entertainment units, and large
windows look out to a sundeck and the back garden beyond.
Separated from the great room by a half wall and another
archway, the dining room boasts french doors that open onto a
covered deck with a dedicated barbecue area. A dramatic
double-height ceiling near the french doors will add drama and
elegance to this room. The U-shaped counter configuration in
the spacious kitchen, which is open to the dining area,
promises efficiency, as does the central work island, which
includes a small sink. Natural light will stream into the room
through the windows over the double sink. Extras include a
double oven and a phone desk, as well as a walk-in pantry.
From the kitchen, access is easy to the laundry room, which
includes a coat cupboard. With a doorway to the double
garage, the laundry room can double as a mud room. Adjacent
to the laundry room is a three-piece bathroom. A den with an
extra-deep sill, located next to the staircase to the second floor,
could double as a guest room with the addition of a wardrobe.
The master suite occupies its own wing on the ground floor,
and includes a generous walk-in closet. The bedroom, with a
bayed-out window that overlooks the front garden, is set off
from the ensuite by an archway. The toilet is tucked into its
own small room, with a handy bookshelf, separate from the
rest of the ensuite, which includes double basins, a shower
stall with a seat and an oval soaker tub with a tiled surround.
On the second floor, the three secondary bedrooms all roughly
the same size share a bathroom with a double sink, as well as
a linen cupboard and small storage area. An additional feature
is the computer area at the top of the stairs. From the upstairs
corridor, a step leads to the unfinished bonus room situated
over the garage, included with the plans. Along with the
unfinished basement, also included, this adds at least 1,000
square feet to this home. On the exterior, board-and-batten
siding enhances the gables over the garage and the main
house, while the gable over the master bedroom is finished in
cut stone. The same cut stone accents the pilaster on the front || Sat.
porch, as well as the garage. A metal awning shades the master
bedroom’s window. This home measures 65 feet, six inches
wide and 57 feet, six inches deep, for a total of 2,802 square
feet of living space.

Plans for design 9-4-966 are available for $787 (set of 5),
$883 (set of 8) and $944 for a super set of 10. Please add 5%
G.S.T.or 13% H.S.T. (where applicable) to both the plan price
and Priority charges.

Our 41ST Edition of the Home Plan Catalogue containing
over 300 plans is available for $13.50 (includes taxes, postage
and handling). Make all cheques and money orders payable to
"Home Plan of the Week" and mail to:

HOME PLAN OF THE WEEK
¢/o Orangeville Citizen

www.jenish.com
AND E-MAIL YOUR ORDER TO:

homeplans@jenish.com
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+ Softeners & Filters » Water Purification
+ Reverse Osmosis * Iron Removers
UV Light Installations Bact Eliminators
* Drain Clearing - Septic Tank Locating
905-880-5900
1-888-349-7971 » 519-942-8147
www.purewatercanada.com

\_ manaxplumbing@gmail.com /

DOUG’S DRYWALL

* Metal Framing

* Drywall Installation

* Machine Finishing

¢ Airless Spray Painting

Acoustics
* Professionals

25 Years Experience
CALL DOUG

1-519-371-0517
1-800-628-7386

NEW WAVE POOL &
SPA SERVICES
r 1 INSTALLATION
Lmilf SERVICE &
REPAIRS BY
QUALIFIED PROFESSIONALS
« Inground pool installations

 All work guaranteed
« Full line of chemicals

Mon.-Fri. 9am-6pm
9am-5pm
308 Broadway Unit 4

Orangeville
N\ 519-942-2722  /

Orangeville Precast
Concrete Ltd.

When building or
remodeling, visit us for

all your brick and
stone needs.

633341 Hwy. #10 north of
Orangeville
www.orangevilleprecast.ca
Phone (519) 941-4050

/

520 Riddell Rd., Unit 5, Orangeville
\ 519-942-1568

Fax (519) 941-8028




