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By DAN PELTON

Staff Reporter
As Orangeville police
looked on, Vancouver-

based marijuana legaliza-
tion advocate Marc Emery
addressed a small but sup-
portive crowd Saturday at
Alexander Muir Park next
to Town Hall.

Mr. Emery, also known

s “The Prince of Pot,”
spoke against proposals in
federal Bill C-15 that any-
one caught with five or
more marijuana plants
face a mandatory mini-
mum of six months in
prison.

The Harper govern-
ment’s legislation also
stipulates that, if growing
is done on a property that

belongs to another person
or in an area where it may
present a hazard to chil-
dren, minimum jail time
will be nine months.
Publisher of Cannabis
Culture Magazine and
founder of the B.C.
Marijuana  Party, Mr.
Emery is facing extradi-
tion to the United States
where he faces a possible

10 years in jail for his
business selling marijuana
seeds, which is legal in
Canada but illegal in the
US.

U.S. authorities main-
tain that Mr. Emery’s sell-
ing of seeds is equivalent
to trafficking in the drug
itself.

An underlying theme in
his speech was that the
mandatory incarceration
outlined in Bill C-15 will
do more harm than good.
“The best place for crimi-
nal gangs to recruit young
people is in jail,” he said.

“People are going into
jail as small-time drug
dealers and coming out as
full-time gang members.”

His wife Jody said mar-
ijuana possession “is a vic-
timless crime. The only
victims are the people put
in jail when they don’t
need to be.”

Prior to the meeting,
police informed event
organizers that they were
staging a public event
without permission. They
remained in the vicinity
during  Mr. Emery’s
speech but did not inter-

fere.

Among those in the
crowd was a young
woman who said she and
her friends had been
issued tickets by police for
smoking marijuana and
were barred from all
Orangeville public parks
for a year.

She added that she had
no recourse to challenge
the decision.

Mr. Emery also remind-
ed the crowd, composed
mostly of people in their
teens to late 20s, that they
needed to get out and vote

Shelburme gains in new doctor program

By WEs KELLER
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MARC EMERY, a marijuana legalization advocate from Vancouver, greets
an Orangeville police officer prior to speaking at Alexander Muir Park on

Saturday.
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Orangeville’s success-
ful physician recruitment
program  might have
removed it from eligibility

for locum and other
provincial funding for
rural doctors, but

Shelburne is set to gain
increased incentives.

The newly announced
provincial funding pro-
vides as much as just more
than $1,000 a day for
physicians who are willing
to spend some time as
rural locums (substituting
for doctors who are on
vacation or otherwise
away from their practises).

Hitherto, says
Shelburne Mayor Ed

Crewson who heads the
search committee for the
Shelburne-based underser-
viced area serving the
town plus the townships of
Amaranth, Melancthon
and Mulmur, the only
available program would
pay a maximum of $434 a
day “but the doctors all
wanted $1,000.”

Mr. Crewson said
Orangeville has appeared
to be recruiting doctors on
a weekly basis, “but we
haven’t recruited a doctor
in six years. (The
Orangeville committee)
has been doing a good job
for Orangeville.”

On the basis of a new
funding formula,
Orangeville was given a
score of eight whereas
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Shelburne, because of a
lack of doctors, scored 40
points to make it eligible
for the incentives.

Pat Webster, secretary
of the Shelburne commit-
tee, said the 40 points
would automatically qual-
ify Shelburne for the max-
imum funding at the Mel

Lloyd Centre.
She said there are no
additional provincial

incentives. But the Mel
Lloyd Centre has a waiting
list of 2,000 patients, said
Mr. Crewson, and those
could generate an annual
income of $174,000 for a
new practitioner.

And there are local
incentives. The Centre
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Pot-laws protest tour touched Orangeville

if they wanted change.
“The only way to defend
your autonomy is to get
involved,” he said.

He urged them to vote
for the Green Party, which
has come out in support of
decriminalizing marijuana
and proposes that it be
taxed and regulated like
alcohol and tobacco.

Dufferin-Caledon
Green candidate and party
finance critic Ard Van
Leeuwen was in atten-
dance.

The Green Party is on
record for the decriminal-
ization of marijuana and
we support Marc Emery’s
efforts in this regard.”

He said revenues from
taxation of marijuana —
which, by some estimates,
is an $18 billion under-
ground business in Canada
- could bring up to $1.5
billion into federal coffers.

Mr. Van Leeuwen
pointed to a 2002 Senate
committee report that said
“scientific evidence over-
whelmingly indicates that

cannabis is substantially
less harmful than alcohol
and should be treated not
as a criminal issue but as a
social and public health
issue.”

The same committee
also said, however, that
“we are not endorsing
cannabis use for recre-
ational consumption.
Whether or not an individ-
ual uses marijuana should
be a personal choice that is
not subject to criminal
penalties.

“But we have come to
the conclusion that, as a
drug, it should be regulat-
ed by the State much as we
do for wine and beer,
hence our preference for
legalization over decrimi-
nalization.”

Mr. Van Leeuwen also
said the Green Party feels
the justice system would
be better off to shift its
focus from young, first-
time marijuana offenders
and, instead, get tougher
with white-collar crime
and violent offenders.
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“Providing quality denture care
for over twenty-five years.”
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 16TH, 2009
BRANCH OPENS AT 12 NOON
2:00 PM. OFFICIAL CEREMONY

Any past or present serving members of the
Canadian and Allied Military and members of
the Emergency Services are invited to be
recognized for their noble service.

Please contact the Branch at
519-942-4895 prior to August 8th to reserve
your place. Your family & friends are welcome.

ALL MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE
INVITED TO ATTEND TO PAY TRIBUTE
TO THESE BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN.
“LEST WE FORGET”
ENTERTAINMENT
COMPLIMENTARY CHICKEN BAR-B-Q FOR
REGISTERED VETERANS AND ELIGIBLE
PERSONNEL *6" ALL OTHERS

CALL TODAY!
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Sleep Dentistry

a Relaxed, stress free

dental treatment
o Certified anesthesiologist present
® Alleviates anxiefy and discomfort
® Covered by most insurance companies

Dr. Robert vanGalen B.Sc. D.D.S.

General Dentistry

75 Fifth Avenue, Orangeville e Visit us online at: www.fifthavenuedental.com
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Mutual Fund Dealer

Debbie Madden, CFP
Certified Financial Planner

President - Lismar
Financial Corporation

Are You

Being Offered
Professional Advice

In These

Uncertain Times?
Call Debbie, Marg or Lisa

43 First Street
Orangeville, ON LOW 2E3
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