
In typical fashion of the
bygone heyday of steam
locomotives, the South
Simcoe Railway excursion
pulled out of Tottenham
Station nine minutes late
for its 3 p.m. tour Monday.

Passengers in the three
coaches didn’t seem to
mind that they were going
across the scenic country-
side to Beeton in a train
powered by a 61-year-old
diesel-electric engine 703
rather than the historic,
former CPR steam engine
136 built in 1883.

They were still experi-
encing a little of what har-

vest workers from Ontario
must have felt as they sat
in straight-backed leather
seats on their trek to the
Prairies in the early 20th
century, where some of
them took up homesteads
in the ill-fated Palliser
Triangle, and of what
many of those experienced
on their return to Ontario
after they had abandoned
their homesteads during
the Dirty Thirties of the
1930s.

Before boarding, they
had been entertained by a
vintage-clad group from
the Toronto Steam Punk
Society, a 347-member
group of history buffs, part
of which makes frequent

appearances on the SSR
station platform at
Tottenham, on a short sur-
viving stretch of a rail line
that once ran from
Hamilton to Allandale.

I had gone there on the
Civic Holiday not to view
the train but to report on
the progress of restoring
the historic steam engine
to operating condition, but
no one was working on
136 and the shop was
locked, said a railroader-
clad SSR volunteer who
wouldn’t pause long
enough to identify him-
self.

“We are all busy run-
ning a train,” he said as he
hurried away. 

He didn’t have a specif-
ic comment on progress,
except to say that the
unveiling of the famous
steam locomotive would
happen “as a surprise” for
the public.

If you watched The
National Dream CBC-TV
series in the 1970s, you
have seen what is to be

unveiled in Tottenham at
an as-yet-unspecified date
that the SSR volunteers
hope is before
Thanksgiving.

Engine 136 is some-
thing of a prideful posses-
sion of SSR as it is one of
the locomotives that
helped build the transcon-
tinental railway, the
Canadian Pacific, across
Canada in the 1880s. The
railway had to be built to
bring British Columbia
into confederation at a
time when there was pres-
sure to expand the U.S.
northwards.

But the other SSR
engines are also vintage:
No. 136 is a Rogers 4-4-0
steam locomotive built in
Paterson NJ in 1883; No.
1057, also long out of
service to have its boiler
rebuilt, is a Montreal
Locomotive Works 4-6-0
steam locomotive built in
Montreal for the CPR in
1912; No. 703, running
most of the time these
days, is a GE 70 ton diesel

built in Erie PA in 1948;
and No. 22 is a yard
engine, a 44-ton diesel-
hydraulic locomotive built
in Kingston in 1960.

South Simcoe Railway
Heritage Corp. is a not-
for-profit organization
staffed by volunteers ever
since it was founded more
or less as an offshoot of
the local Chamber of
Commerce nearly 17 years
ago.

It became the only
steam-powered rail line in
Ontario. 

Operating from May to
Thanksgiving, it attracts
between 35,000 and
40,000 riders each year.
The volunteers, all of
whom have taken the req-
uisite courses in railroad-
ing, are all from other
unrelated businesses and
professions.

Apart from passengers,
its most pressing need for
the moment might be for
persons with expertise in
the mechanics of steam
engines. Engine 136 will
be restored, but its return
to service would be sooner
if there were a few more
hands to complete the
task, a recent statement by
SSR indicates.

You can contact SSR by
phoning 905-936-5815 or
by email at info@south-
simcoerailway.ca, or by
writing to South Simcoe
Railway Heritage Corp.,
P.O. Box 186, Tottenham,
ON L0G 1W0.
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HOME OF
THE WEEK!!

HOME PLAN OF THE WEEK
c/o Orangeville Citizen 
336 Columbia Street,

New Westminster, B.C.  V3L 1A6
OR SEE OUR WEB PAGE ORDER FORM ON

www.jenish.com
AND E-MAIL YOUR ORDER TO:

homeplans@jenish.com

WINDOWS/DOORS

DOUG’S DRYWALL
• Metal Framing
• Drywall Installation
• Machine Finishing
• Airless Spray Painting
• Decorative Ceilings & 

Acoustics
• Professionals

25 Years  Experience
CALL DOUG

1-519-371-0517
1-800-628-7386

QUALIFIED PROFESSIONALS
• Inground pool installations
• All work guaranteed
• Full line of chemicals

Mon.-Fri. 9am-6pm
Sat. 9am-5pm

308 Broadway Unit 4
Orangeville

519-942-2722

NEW WAVE POOL &
SPA SERVICES

Orangeville Home
Hardware Building

Centre
Your local supplier of Houseware
Products, Building Products, Paints,
Hardware, Tools and Fasteners, Flooring,
Electrical, Plumbing, Sporting Goods &
Seasonal Garden Centre.

60-4th Ave. 
Orangeville

519-941-5407

WEDELIVER

ALL-MONT LTD.
EST. 1982

Garage Doors and Electric Operators
Residential - Commercial 

Maintenance 
Free Doors

• Coach House
• Steel Insulated, 

R.16.04
• Steel Non-Insulated

Complete Line of Parts 

Visit our showroom
48 Centennial Rd., Unit 20

Orangeville, Ontario  L9W 3T4
519-942-1956

PLUMBING REPAIRS

MANAX PLUMBING
& HEATING LTD.

Commercial • Industrial * Residential

EXCELLENT RATES-SAME DAY SERVICE
Licenced • Environment Canada Lic.

• Softeners & Filters • Water Purification
• Reverse Osmosis • Iron Removers

• UV Light Installations Bact Eliminators
• Drain Clearing - Septic Tank Locating

905-880-5900
1-888-349-7971 • 519-942-8147

www.purewatercanada.com
manaxplumbing@gmail.com

YOUR RENOVATION AND
HOME IMPROVEMENT

“EXPERTS!!”
Ask Us About

The Federal
Home

Renovation Tax
Credit

21/2 miles east
of Orangeville

on Hwy 9

David Young

941-3667

KITCHEN
Designs by Donna Irving
HEIRLOOM

351006 17th Line, RR#2 Orangeville Ont. L9W 2Y9

Phone 519-941-7684

heirloomkitchen@hotmail.com
We Can Handle All Your

Renovation Needs

ASK US ABOUT THE
“NEW”

HOME RENOVATION
TAX CREDIT

CF.S.
CORRECT

Fire & Security

“Old Fashion
Service”

• Monitored Security System
• Hard Wire • Wireless
• Video Surveillance
• Service and Repair

519-928-9900
Toll Free: 1.866.308.8412

www.correctfireandsecurity.ca

DON’T PAY FOR 6 MONTHS O.A.C

520 Riddell Rd., Unit 5, Orangeville
519-942-1568

Ask us about

$1000 ECO REBATE
$11500 ENBRIDGE REBATE

$12500 O P A
$75000 TAX RELIEF

PLAN NUMBER 1-3-574 B
CHARMING THREE-BEDROOM HOME

Charming three-bedroom home, the soaring sloped ceiling in
the great room carries through from the foyer, unifying the
space and providing a touch of drama. The room’s gas
fireplace, flanked by entertainment units, will cast its warm
glow into the dining room and kitchen. The dining room
includes a doorway to the sundeck, and also features an
optional built-out buffet that will not only provide extra
storage space for dishes and glassware, but will come in
handy when the family entertains guests for dinner. The
kitchen is separated from the dining area and great room by a
generous work island with a small sink on one side and an
eating bar on two sides, with space for five seats. Natural light
will flood into the kitchen through a window with an extra-
deep sill placed over the double sink. A walk-in pantry will
provide invaluable storage. To the left of the foyer is a den or
third bedroom where corner windows offer views of both the
front and side gardens. Just outside this room and convenient
to the kitchen is a useful phone/computer desk. The master
suite also features a sloping ceiling near the windows, as well
as a doorway to the sundeck. The ensuite, occupying its own
bayed-out nook, boasts a soaker tub with a tiled surround, as
well as a corner shower stall. The walk-in closet is roomy
enough to accommodate the most fashion-conscious couples
clothing. Separated from the master suite by a three-piece
bathroom, the second bedroom has a window with an extra-
deep sill that could make a delightful place to curl up with a
book. To the right of the foyer, behind the coat closet, is the
laundry room, which includes a coat closet for family gear
and has access to the double garage. Exterior finishes include
decorative woodwork in the home’s three gables, horizontal
siding and stone accents. This home measures 46 feet wide
and 61 feet, 10 inches deep, for a total of 1,588 square feet,
plus the unfinished basement.

Plans for design 1-3-574’B’ are available for $629 (set of
5), $706 (set of 8) and $755 for  a super set of 10. Please add
5% G.S.T. or 13% H.S.T. (where applicable) to both the plan
price and Priority charges.

Our 41ST Edition of the Home Plan Catalogue containing
over 300 plans is available for $13.50 (includes taxes, postage
and handling). Make all cheques and money orders payable to
"Home Plan of the Week" and mail to:

INSTALLATION
SERVICE &
REPAIRS BY

building centre

Home 
hardware

Orangeville Precast
Concrete Ltd.

When building or
remodeling, visit us for

all your brick and
stone needs.

633341 Hwy. #10 north of
Orangeville

www.orangevilleprecast.ca
Phone (519) 941-4050

Fax (519) 941-8028

Welcome
New Patients

Gail Campbell 

ORANGEVILLE READS! 

ONE BOOK ONE COMMUNITY 

 

READING! 

 

READING! 

The Book 

of Negroes 

By Lawrence Hill 

Visit www.orangeville.library.on.ca 

to learn how you can participate in Orangeville Reads! One Book One Community! 

Sponsored by Orangeville Public Library & BookLore 

BookLore

ORANGEVILLE READS!

Join us for an Evening of 
African Traditions 

in Literature & History

GEORGE ELLIOTT CLARKE
Governor-General winner for

Poetry & acclaimed playwright
and

PETER MEYLER
Respected Author of

Broken Shackles & A Stolen Life

Tuesday, August 11, 7 pm
Library Meeting Room

Orangeville Public Library

Pick up your free ticket at the Library 
or BookLore

And keep reading. . .
The Book of Negroes . . . Grand Finale – Sept. 13

One Book One Community

519-942-3830

Orangeville
Library

519-940-0412
x5000

ONE BOOK ONE COMMUNITY

50th Wedding Anniversary
Saturday, August 8th, 2009

The family of Mervyn and Shirley White 
wishes them a wonderful 50th Anniversary

Congratulations

RFP PR-09-03
Request for Proposals for “ARENA BOARD ADVERTISING” will be received at the
Town of Orangeville Treasury Department, 87 Broadway, Orangeville, ON. L9W 1K1
until:

2 p.m. local time on August 25th, 2009

RFP packages are available from the Parks and Recreation office at 275 Alder Street.
RFPs must be submitted in the envelope provided, clearly marked as to its contents.

The Town reserves the right to cancel this RFP for any reason. The Proposal with the
highest return will not automatically be chosen. Questions regarding this tender may
be directed to the undersigned at 519-940-9092, Ext. 4102.

Sonya Pritchard, CMA
Director of Parks and Recreation

business in the area since
2001, pays between $500
and $600 per installation.
At one point, it was able to
charge $99 per installation,
based on a three-year con-
tract; aiming to recoup
their costs over the course
of time. 

Such an arrangement,
however, involved a part-
ner who would help
finance the original costs.
Everus is currently not
involved in such a partner-
ship and has no choice but
the charge the entire instal-
lation cost to the end user.

Mr. Cantin says the
company is in the process
of finding such a partner.

Dufferin County has
been awarded nearly
$600,000 under the
provincial government’s
“rural connections broad-
band program” to bring it
closer to providing high
speed internet service to as
many residents as possible.

The announced second
round of provincial fund-

ing fell somewhat short of
the county's hoped-for $1
million. The Town of
Mono has gone its separate
ways and has its own
application filed for fund-
ing under the same pro-
gram. 

If the county project
works in the same fashion
as the first phase, a select-
ed service provider would
be expected to invest at
least $600,000 to match
the provincial funds, and
the county itself would
contribute another
$600,000 in “in kind”
funding such as providing
access.

Few details of how this
second phase will progress
have become available.
County CAO Linda Dean
said the first step in the
process would be to issue a
request for proposals
(RFP) for a consultant.

Ms. Dean could not say
how quickly the project
might get under way. But it
would be intended to pro-
vide service to some areas
missed in the first round.

• From page A1

Internet funding scheme

Contributed Photo
THE LEGION POPPY FUND TRUST BURSARIES were awarded last
week at Col. Fitzgerald Branch 233 in Orangeville. Recipients (front row,
left to right) were Kaitlin Graham, Warren Brown and Brianne Snell. From
the Legion were, left to right in the back row, Gloria Thomas, Darrick
Landry, Brian Richardson and Ronald Simms.

Steamy surprise in store at Tottenham
By WES KELLER

Freelance Reporter


