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S h e l b u r n e ’ s
Canadian Open Old
Time Fiddle
Championship has seen
many rising stars over
the years, but perhaps
none so popular as Scott
Woods. The Grand
Masters Champion,
Fiddle Entertainer of
the Year, and two-time
winner of the Canadian
Open Fiddle Contest
will return with his
band to Grace Tipling
Hall for two shows on
Saturday, October 24. 

Sponsored since its
inception 59 years ago
by the Shelburne Rotary
Club, the Contest now
features Canada’s top
fiddlers in competition
for more than $17,000 in
prizes. Community
events this weekend
include fiddle work-
shops, camping, a giant
fiddle parade featuring
the Toronto Police
Winged Wheels, an
open air market, a non
denominational church
service, and pork BBQ.

Scott Woods first vis-
ited Shelburne as a
young fiddler in 1979.
“Even now, driving into
town, I get a twitch in
my stomach remember-
ing how nervous I
would get as a young-
ster competing. I
remember the yellow
glow from the lights at
the arena and the shiny
cardboard fiddles hang-
ing from the rafters. I
can picture that in my
mind like I’m standing
there right now.”

Since May 2, Scott
and his band have per-
formed 62 shows from
Vancouver to Prince
Edward Island. Along
the way, they have been
collecting the most
requested songs by
audiences for their next
show “By Request”
which hits the road on
September 2. Tickets
can be purchased at
Holmes Appliance and
Music Store at 147 Main
St. West in Shelburne
for the October 24
shows.

Another star that has
emerged from the
Championship is April
Verch, Canadian Open
Old Time Fiddle
Champion and
Canadian Grand
Masters Fiddle

Champion. Verch is
billed as “a world class
fiddler, a champion
Ottawa Valley step
dancer, and acclaimed
composer, and a vocal-
ist whose voice has been
hailed as “absolutely
captivating” by the
Toronto Star. April
Verch and her band will
perform tonight,
August 6 at 7:30 p.m.

Playdowns for the
59th Canadian Open
Old Time Fiddle
Championship will take
place tomorrow
(Friday) at 1 and 7 p.m.
at the Shelburne arena.
The contest finals start
Saturday at 6:30 p.m.
and will feature several
fiddle and step dancing
companies: CAPE Ceol,
Elly Squared,
FiddleStep and Triple
Explosion. A judges’
showcase will be
included as part of the
Saturday night enter-
tainment featuring
Webb Acheson, Doug
McNaughton and April
Verch. Ticket prices

range from $10 to $40
with special prices for
kids. For more informa-
tion visit
www.Shelburnefiddle con-
test.on.ca 

Ticket outlets:
Holmes appliances and
Music Shop or by phone
at 519-925-8620. 

Scott Woods has
some advice for young
fiddlers hoping to win
big at this year’s com-
petition. He tells his stu-
dents to “practice a mil-
lion times so that when
you get up on stage it is
just a million and one”
and “no big deal”. He
recalled that as a kid, if
he lost in Shelburne, he
would be right back
practicing even harder
the very next day. 

“My whole year was
geared to performing in
the Old Time
Championships. I car-
ried a piece of paper in
my pocket that said
‘Win in Shelburne’; I
believe if you can
dream it, it can hap-
pen.”
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Welcomes All Contestants and Fiddle Fans
to the 59th Anniversary of

Fiddleville, Ontario
Good Luck to All The Contestants

Have a safe and enjoyable Fiddleville 2009 and remember ~

DRUNK DRIVING.
OVER THE LIMIT.  UNDER ARREST.Donald Fluney

Welding
Manufacturing & Repairs

• Horse Stalls
• Dump Trailers

• Manure Buckets & Bale Spears
• Ornamental Fencing & Gates

R.R. #6, Shelburne
Ontario L0N 1S9

Tel: 519-925-5793        Fax: 519-925-6224

519-925-0311800 Main Street, Shelburne, Ontario
CORNER OF HWY. 89 and HWY. 124

$5.75 + tax

11 am – 3 pm

Fish ’n Chips or
Chicken ’n Chips

(small side & beverage)

DAILY SPECIALS

“More Than Just Fish”
DINE IN

OR

TAKE-OUT

FIDDLE WEEK
HOURS ONLY

Wed. 11 am - 8 pm
Thurs. 11 am - 8 pm
Fri. 11 am - 9 pm
Sat. 11 am - 8 pm

Check out our  

Great Family Deals!

SUMMER FESTIVAL SALE AT
THE OLDE STANTON STORE

WWW.OLDESTANTONSTORE.COM

SALE BEGINS
FRIDAY, AUGUST 7th

10%-50% OFF
SOME ITEMS EXCLUDED

PRIMROSE
HWY. 89 JUST W. OF HWY. 10

519.925.1809

MANSFIELD
AIRPORT RD. N. OF HWY. 89

705.435.6898
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FITTING PORTRAIT FOR A CHAMP: The 2008 Shelburne Old Time Fiddle
Contest winner, Mathew Johnson of Waterloo, received from Shelburne
Mayor Ed Crewson a print of the now-famous Laurie McGraw painting that
depicts him as an early-life fiddle student, along about the time of his first
appearance at the Shelburne Old Time contest at his age of 5. By some
definitions, Mathew had persevered and finally captured the “Masters
Event” of the fiddle. Helping to make the presentation was Bill Waite, chair
of the Shelburne Rotary Club’s contest organizing committee (right).

Scott Woods remembers Fiddleville

128 Main St., E., Shelburne 519.925.2729

CARAVAGGIO I.D.A. DRUGS
“More Than A Drug Store”

Gifts • Collectables •
Premium Children’s Clothing

CIRCLE

MOTORS

Welcome
Fiddlers!

Tapping our toes with 
you for generations.

Helping you get around since 1917.

9 Stewart Court
Orangeville

519-942-0941

Dufferin County
Ambulance Service
The Paramedics wish you a safe

and healthy summer!!

FOR EMERGENCY HELP CALL 911

On behalf of the
Councillors and the citi-
zens of Shelburne, wel-
come to Fiddleville.

We have prepared for
you a weekend of enter-
tainment and fun that
we hope will bring joy
in your lives and inspire
you to return to
Shelburne every year on

this weekend.
Our citizens are com-

mitted to making your
stay with us pleasant
and memorable.

Enjoy our music and
the good times we offer;
it is our pleasure to
serve you.

Ed Crewson,
Mayor

Mayor’s welcome


