
50 YEARS AGO
Ed Gyurki won Open,
Canadian titles

The ninth annual
Canadian Open Old
Time Fiddlers’ Contest,
held August 7 and 8,
1959, saw Ed Gyurki, a
21-year-old Woodstock
hospital technician and
dance band leader,
emerging as winner of
both the Open and
Canadian titles.

Al Cherney, 26, of
Wingham, placed sec-
ond in the Open section
and Victor Pasowisty,
29, of Toronto, ended up
in third place when Ned
Landry, 37, of Saint
John, N.B., was disqual-
ified because he played
two numbers in
improper order, the

breakdown before the
jig.

Cherney is the new
Novelty playing cham-
pion, having dethroned
six-time winner Sleepy
Marlin, of Louisville,
Kentucky. 

Runners-up in the
Open division were Ken
Cameron, of Fork River,
Manitoba; Stan
Cardinal, of Monroe
City, Indiana; June
Eikhard, of Sackville,
N.B.; Landry, and
Marlin.

A total of 104 entries
wee registered in the
two classes.

The playdowns for
the ninth annual contest
got under way shortly
after 7 o’clock Friday
with “Invincible” Vince

Mountford in charge.
The judges were Peter
McGarvey, of Orillia, Al
Aylward, of Toronto,
and Wallace Laughton,
of Niagara Falls.

Four hours into the
playdowns, MC
Mountford was served
a steak dinner, courtesy
of the Shelburne Hotel,
with Walter Little doing
the honours, and at
12:05 a.m. Mrs. Sarah
Duffin, 87, mother of
former Dufferin warden
Claude Duffin, was
selected as the oldest
lady then in the audi-
ence and received Dale
Estate roses from Mr.
Mountford.

The final contestant,
who finished playing at
4:08 a.m., was Tex
Fortier, of Sherbrooke,
Que. in the novelty
class. A fiddlers’ jam-
boree followed with
players overflowing the
stage onto the floor and
Dorothy Houston, of
Earlton, forsaking her
fiddle in favour of the
piano to lead the jam-
boree in one of the most
sensational sessions in
history.

The judges finally
appeared at 4:16 a.m. to
announce their selec-
tions.

Saturday night’s
show really started
about 8 p.m. with Vince
Mountford keeping
everyone entertained
until he turned the offi-
cial introduction over to
contest manager Mac
Stewart at 8:30. Rotary
Club President Glenn

Ewing welcomed the
radio audience to the
finals’ broadcast and
the CBC’s Bill Bessey
and Gordie Tapp then
took over before the
finalists began showing
their wares in alphabet-
ical order.

As the broadcast was
about to begin, produc-
er Reid Forsee men-
tioned that the CBC’s
Dominion Network was
covering 39 stations
from coast to coast. 

25 YEARS AGO
Doctor’s son, 23, was
champ in 34th contest

Thousands of fiddle
fans jammed Shelburne
Arena Friday and
Saturday, August 10
and 11, to witness the
34th annual Canadian
Open Old Time
Fiddlers’ Contest.

Emerging as champi-
on of the annual contest,
sponsored by the
Shelburne Rotary Club
and the Canadian
B r o a d c a s t i n g
Corporation, was Frank
Leahy, 23, of

Willowdale, who was
one of 32 competitors
vying for top honours
in the contest’s
Championship Class.

Dennis Lanctot, of
Ottawa, place second
and Raymond Schreyer,
of London, was third in
the class.

Judges Jim Coles, of
Kingston, Rudy Meeks
of Orillia, and Bob
Wood, of Kitchener,
faced a tough decision
with so many fine fid-
dlers.

Following the pres-
entation of his win-
nings, a beaming Mr.
Leahy said he would
like to thank his father,
Dr. P. J. Leahy, “who
wrote all the tunes I
played here tonight.”
Mr. Leahy said his fami-
ly has a picture of him
holding a fiddle when
he was three years old.
“But I didn’t start play-
ing seriously until I was
six or seven.”

He said he entered
this year’s competition
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“Where Quality
and Service

is Our Priority”

519-925-5002 519-925-2795
RR 4, 525401 5TH SIDEROAD

MELANCTHON TOWNSHIP L0N 1S8
email: shelburnetire@hotmail.com

Automotive Service
• Exhaust Systems – Custom Bending & Welding

• Alignments – Two and Four Wheel
• Tune-up and Diagnostic Repair

• Tires – All Makes and Sizes
• Complete Automotive Repair

Towing Service
• Authorized Police Towing & Storage
• GM, Honda, Toyota, Mercedes Benz,

Volkswagen, & Chrysler Roadside Assistance
• Specialty Towing Services

(ie. motorcycles, sheds, trailers & motorhomes)

Welcome Fiddlers & Fans to Shelburne

226 First Avenue SHELBURNE

Monday to Friday 8:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

GIANT TIGER
FAMILY DISCOUNT STORE

CLEARANCE
SALE NOW ON!

115 CENTENNIAL STREET SHELBURNE

DUFFERIN
WINDOWS
LIMITED

Welcome Visitors & Contestants
SHOWROOM OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

www.dufferinwindows.ca

519-925-3111

WOOLLYS YARNS
We welcome all Fiddlers,

Campers and Knitters
Come in and see our amazing selection of yarn!!
Baby yarns, Classics, Cottons, Alpaca, Mohair,

Bamboo, Corn, etc.

Sit and Knit – Wed. 1-3 p.m.  Thurs. 7-9 p.m.
Browsers Welcome • Wheelchair Accessible

138 Main Street W., Shelburne (Formerly Silk’s Bakery)

519.925.6194     maxine@woollysyarns.ca
www.woollysyarns.ca

35th

Sunday, August 9, 2009
Church Service – 10:00 a.m.

Music – fiddlers and local musicians
Speaker – Singing Priest, 

Father Mark Curtis
A freewill offering will be received. Please bring a non-perishable

food item for the Shepherd’s Cupboard Food Bank.

Come worship and praise the Lord with
hundreds of others – All Welcome!

Organized by the Shelburne and Area Ministerial Association

Pete’s Donuts
& Deli

• Product baked fresh daily

• Create your order as you like it

Have a Great Time on Fiddleville Weekend

Happy 59th

Fiddleville Anniversary

Welcome Fiddlers

& Friends

SHELBURNE at Hwy. #124 & 89 only OPEN24 HRS7 DAYS A WEEK

Fiddle Park

Hwy. 89 Pete
Donuts

Welcome Contestants and Guests
to the

Shelburne Old Time Fiddle Contest
Available for Sales Large & Small

BOB SEVERN

Auctioneer

Box 220
SHELBURNE, ONT.

L0N 1S0

519-925-2091
Welcome Fiddlers

Dr. Colette Whiting

Dr. S. Gillis Kennedy

OPTOMETRISTS
207 First Avenue East

Shelburne, Ontario L0N 1S0

Tel: 519-925-3320

L.A. Pool & Spa

Fiddle dee dee Fiddle de dum
Wouldn’t a pool be so much fun?

Huntsman Antiques
519-925-1900

125 Main St. West, Shelburne

MONO AUTO BODY
24 Hour Towing

Complete Body & Collision Repairs
to all Makes of Cars & Trucks

Frank DeWitt
R.R.#4

Orangeville, Ontario
519-941-0835

ATTENTION LADIES

STOREWIDE SALE
ALIA    TANJAY    NYGARD COLLECTIONS

UP TO 60% OFF
HAZEL’S LADIES WEAR

AT THE LIGHTS IN SHELBURNE
Monday - Saturday 9 - 5

FIDDLE T-SHIRTS SOLD HERE

NEEDLE QUEEN TATTOOS

118 Main St. W Shelburne
519-925-2252

Welcome to the 59th
Old Time Fiddle Contest
We use disposable tubes & needles for your protection

Health Board Approved

“Every Success Fiddleville”
Beauty, Elegance and

Maintenance Free
Do-It-Yourselfer or We Install

Ken Young Aluminum Products Ltd.
Hwy. #10, Orangeville, South of Mono Plaza 519-941-2112

• Siding Aluminum or Vinyl

• Soffitt & Fascia

• Window Replacement Units

• 5” Continuous Eavestroughing

• Asphalt Roofing

• Shutters

• Tools, Accessories

On behalf of the
Rotary Club of
Shelburne,  I would like
to welcome everyone to
come out and enjoy all of
the festivities of this
year’s Canadian Open
Old Time Fiddle
Championship, as we
celebrate our 59th year.

As Canada’s premier
fiddle championship, we
are proud to present the
April Verch Fiddle and
Stepdance Show on
Thursday August 6th.
This is an opportunity to
see the Canadian Open
Old Time Fiddle
Champion and
Canadian Grand
Masters Fiddle
Champion perform with

her band performing
numerous styles of fid-
dling as well as vocal
selections and Ottawa
Valley stepdancing.

If you have never
attended our event
before please accept my
invitation to join us for
an excellent weekend of
family entertainment.

Our Rotary Club is
very excited this year to
have contestants from as
far away as British
Columbia and of course
Quebec and Ontario;
making this a truly
C a n a d i a n
Championship.

The contest starts
Friday and concludes
Saturday night with over

$17,000 in prizes!
We also encourage

visitors to participate in
all of the activities going
on around town includ-
ing Shelburne’s giant
parade and farmers mar-
ket on Saturday.  After
the parade is over, you
can spend some time
down-town enjoying our
Fiddle Jam Session in
Jack Downing Park
while visiting our down-
town shops and eating
places.

All the best and enjoy
your visit to
“Fiddleville”!

Frank Fender -
President

Rotary Club of
Shelburne

Rotary Club president welcomes all

Flashbacks from the Contests from 50 and 25 years ago

• Please turn to page A11


