
When Aaron Downey
was fancying himself a
No. 9 Gordie Howe on
Honeywood ice a quarter-
century or more ago, he
was shooting right-handed
with the best hockey stick
on the market, a Sherwood
that cost less than $20.

His entire hockey outfit
back then might have cost
a total of less than $100. 

Now, after 15 years in
the National Hockey
League he’s 6-foot, 225
pounds and in “the best
shape I have ever been.”
Today, Downey, 34,
watches kids skate with
sticks that cost more than
double what his entire
minor league outfit cost,
and skates that cost four or
five times that much.

Aaron, coming off per-
haps the longest season of
his life as a Detroit Red
Wing and negotiating with
“three or four” other teams
for the 2009-10 season,
views the present equip-
ment, registration and
transportation costs as an
impediment to the devel-

opment of a great many
future NHLers who might
have more talent than
those who will get there —
only because the costs are
out of reach for their fami-
lies.

He doesn’t want the
NHL to become an enclave
of wealthy families who
alone can pay the price of a
ticket there.

That’s why, last year, he
along with brother Trevor
Downey and Montreal
Canadien Shawn Kilshaw
established House 9
Hockey Foundation and
that’s why, on August 29,
they are holding their sec-
ond annual fundraiser in
Shelburne featuring a bar-
becue at 4 p.m. in the fair-
grounds followed by a
hockey game and a family

dance at the Centre
Dufferin Recreation
Complex.

It’s hard to tell which
will be the greatest draw to
the event: the pro hockey
players who will take on
the Muskies, the five musi-
cal entertainment groups,
or simply the desire to sup-
port the cause espoused by
House 9 Hockey — to help
as many talented kids as
possible realize their
dream of a hockey career
despite the financial cost.

And the cost can be a
tremendous burden on
families, especially when
more than one child has
hockey aspirations.

House 9 Hockey,
through funds raised in its
first year, was able to make
it possible for about a

dozen area kids to advance
their dream. 

Aaron expects that
number to triple in the sec-
ond year locally, and he
says the idea is catching,
such that House 9 is gain-
ing publicity via Hockey
Night in Canada and other
communities have been
calling to ask if they can
adopt the House 9 name.

Saturday, Aug. 29, at
Shelburne could not only
help local kids but could
reach out for young per-
sons in other areas.

It is certain to be
noticed. The headline
musical act is a group
called Arkell that has been
lauded by City TV and the
Hamilton Spectator, has
two labelled albums to its
credit and is currently tour-

ing coast-to-coast to posi-
tive reviews. The five-
member group includes
Max Kerman and Mike
DeAngelis on vocals and
guitar. Dan Griffin on
vocals, keyboard and gui-
tar, Nick Dika on bass, and
Tim Oxford on drums and
percussion. 

There’s also noted Jesse
LaBelle, and two local
groups, Opus Road and
Atlantis Blueprint.

At 6 p.m., Kyle Quincy
(of Colorado Avalanche),
Aaron, Darren Helm,
Darren McCarty, Justin
Abdelkader and Jamie
Tardiff (Detroit), David
Clarkson (New Jersey) and
Marty Turco (Dallas),
among others, will face off
against the Muskies. 

You can enjoy the game

for an adult admission fee
of $10, child’s $5, and
under-6 free. And you can
go to the dance and the

music for $10 and bring
the kids along free.

For further information
contact Trevor Downey at

519-217-7783, Sue Snider
at 519-940-1688 or email:
house9hockey@sympati-
co. ca
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per month for 48 months with 
$3,850 down. 
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per month for 48 months with 
$1,975 down. 
 

II

per month for 48 months with 
$2,715 down with 1.8L engine. 
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Don’t miss this opportunity.Don’t miss this opportunity. 
Reserve the suite of your choice today.Reserve the suite of your choice today.

Visit Our Presentation CentreVisit Our Presentation Centre 
at Lord Dufferin Centreat Lord Dufferin Centre

32 First Street, Orangeville32 First Street, Orangeville
OPEN MON. - FRI.OPEN MON. - FRI. 10-4 p.m.10-4 p.m. 

or by appointment after hoursor by appointment after hours

Call Tammy Today 519.943.0847 • 1elizabethstreet.caCall Tammy Today 519.943.0847 • 1elizabethstreet.ca
tabendroth@lorddufferincentre.catabendroth@lorddufferincentre.ca

 Now is the time. Indulge!
Now is the time to indulge in life’s simple pleasures by 
trading the chores of home maintenance for a more carefree 
lifestyle. What’s ahead is your future in a truly exceptional 
adult community and a lifestyle that will surpass all your 
expectations for retirement living. 

One Elizabeth Street offers everything youOne Elizabeth Street offers everything you 
have searched for ... and morehave searched for ... and more 
• desirable location within steps of downtown
• spacious, luxury suites
• extensive array of amenities and services

application and will be
subject to thorough
review.  The matter will be
decided on the facts, not
on the fears raised by our
critics.”      

Melancthon Council
has made no move as yet
to review the township’s
Official Plan by incorpo-
rating protection for water,
soil, and community with
respect to aggregate appli-
cations.

• From page A8

Highland

Photo/WES KELLER 
BARRIER-FREE ACCESS CELEBRATED: Some members of the Orangeville Royal Canadian
Legion’s “Trillium Committee” for barrier-free access pose with others prior to the official opening.
From left are the Rev. Peter Scott, Korean veteran Leo Gallant, Trillium Fund representative Winston
Uytenbogaart, Mayor Rob Adams, MP David Tilson, MPP Sylvia Jones, branch President Ron
Simms, Second World War veterans Jack Catcher and Tom Scarsdale. Two of the committee chairs,
Sue Emeny and Gloria Thomas, were elsewhere.

House 9 brings headliner Arkell to Shelburne
By WES KELLER

Freelance Reporter


