ALAN M. CLARIDGE
Publisher

Claridge

Community Newspapers Ltd.

&

Orangeville Clilzen

Owned in the Community it serves!

10 First Street, ORANGEVILLE, Ontario L9W 2C4
E-mail: mail@citizen.on.ca Web Page: http:/fwww.citizen.on.ca

THOMAS M. CLARIDGE

President

ALAN M. CLARIDGE
General Manager

The humblest Citizen of all the land, when clad in armour of a righteous cause,
is stronger than all the hosts of Errot.

CONTRIBUTING EDITOR PRODUCTION MANAGER ADVERTISING MANAGER
William Bothwell Stacie Duck Vanessa Claridge
STAFF REPORTERS BUSINESS OFFICE, DISPLAY ADVERTISING ~ Member of:

Dan Pelton CIRCULATIQN Rosemarie Elsdon

THOMAS M. CLARIDGE Sandra Jovic Kathey Stanton
Edit
1tor .SPORTS CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING PRODUCTION
Mike Maloney Carolyn Dennis

Fran Cunningham
Francine John

Claridge Community Newspapers Ltd. and may not be

- WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN

Subscription Rate: $48.30 per year ($46.00 plus GST) in advance

Printed by McLaren Press, 1 Langford Drive., Gravenhurst, ON

produced by the Orangeville Citizen remains the property of

Telephone: (519) 941-2230 Facsimile: (519) 941-9361

Thursday, August 20, 2009

Ontario Community Newspaper Association
Canadian Community Newspaper Association
Ontario Press Council, 80 Gould St., Toronto
M5B 1E9 (416) 340-1981

PIPIR1 (705) 687-6691

All original editorial and advertising material

. . . Ll M
reproduced without written permission. b

E-mail: mail@citizen.on.ca

Lies, ignorance dominate U.S. health care debate

E WONDER WHETHER

\ }s / U.S. President Barack Obama

realized what he would be up

against when he decided to make health
care reform one of his top priorities.

For those of us on the “socialistic”
side of the Canada-U.S. border, the crit-
icism the President is encountering
from conservative Republicans, talk
show hosts and some of those attending
his town hall meetings is truly mind-
boggling.

It’s too bad that Gallop or some other
major U.S. pollster hasn’t bothered to
ask Canadians whether they’d ever
want to return to the U.S.-style private
health insurance.

Without a doubt, most Canadians
would like to see less congestion in our
health care system, but we at least can
complain about it and rely on opposi-
tion parties to press government to take
action.

Perhaps one thing that Mr. Obama’s
critics should be told is that although
Medicare here had its roots in
Saskatchewan and was pioneered by a
socialist party lead by Tommy Douglas,
every successful Canadian politician
today supports the idea of having health
care provided by provincial govern-
ment agencies that monopolize the
field.

There should be little doubt as to the
origin of much, if not all, the criticism
of what most Canadians would see as a
modest move toward something
approaching universal health care. It’s
almost certainly coming from two of
the most powerful lobbies in
Washington, the insurance and pharma-
ceutical industries.

After all, the simple fact of the mat-
ter is that although Americans are
spending far more on health care per
capita than Canadians, we are living
longer, thanks to universal medicare.

Clearly, health insurance is so costly
in the U.S. for the same reason automo-
bile insurance costs far more than it
does in British Columbia. There’s clear-
ly more efficiency in any insurance
scheme that has a single, non-profit
provider, even when the provider is a
government agency.

Last Saturday, President Obama used
his weekly radio address to supplement
the town hall meetings he’s been hold-
ing across the country, confronting,
what he described as scary-sounding
confusion that’s being expressed by
some in town halls where ‘“tempers
have flared.”

As an examplehe cited the furor
over what former Alaska governor
Sarah Palin labeled “death panels.” One
version of Congress” health care legisla-
tion suggested health insurance should
be extended to include consultations
with medical experts on end-of-life
options such as living wills and hos-
pices. Ms. Palin interpreted the provi-
sion as calling for “death panels” and
suggested the Obama reforms were
“evil.”

Mr. Obama said the bill in question
would merely “allow Medicare to cover
voluntary visits with your doctor to dis-
cuss your end-of-life care — if and only
if you decide to have those visits. It had
nothing to do with putting government
in control of your decisions; in fact, it
would give you all the information you
need — if you want it — to put you in
control of your decisions.”

Suggesting there should be greater
concern on the health care front about
maintaining the status quo, he added
that “those who would stand in the way
of reform will say almost anything to
scare you about the cost of action, but
they won’t say much about the cost of
inaction. If you’re worried about
rationed care, higher costs, denied cov-

erage or bureaucrats getting between
you and your doctor, then you should
know that’s what’s happening right
now.”

He suggested that more attention
should be directed at the problems
faced by those who, are “acting respon-
sibly” but have been penalized in the
current health care system.

“These are the stories that aren’t
being told — stories of a health care
system that works better for the insur-
ance industry than it does for the
American people, and that’s why we’re
going to pass health insurance reform
that finally holds the insurance compa-
nies accountable.”

One of the strangest complaints from
the critics concerns Mr. Obama’s plan
to create a government-operated insur-
ance provider that would compete with
the private insurers.

The critics say this would somehow
be unfair competition. The reality, of
course, is that experience elsewhere has
proven the contrary. In Ontario, the
government’s Ontario Medical Services
Insurance Plan (OMSIP) was replaced
by the current, monopolistic Ontario
Health Insurance Plan (OHIP) in 1969
because OMSIP had to accept all the
high-risk Ontarians while the private
insurers concentrated on signing up
groups of employees and could profit at
rates set by OMSIP for individuals.

As we see it, the biggest single prob-
lem facing the proposed reforms is in
the area of costs. Achieving universal
health care at a time when 46 million
Americans have no health insurance
will be awfully costly.

Clearly, Mr. Obama will be hard-
pressed to keep his commitment not to
increase taxes for anyone earning less
than $250,000 a year, particularly when
without it his administration is facing
record annual deficits.
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‘Profound disappointment’ at closure

In reference to recent

so  many families in

announcement of the closing of ~Orangeville and its surrounding

Rolling  Hills  Children’s
Centre, I feel compelled to
express profound disappoint-
ment that the existence of such
a dynamic and safe place for
children could be in jeopardy. I
am also encouraged by the sup-
port and rallying of the parents
to keep the Centre operating in
order to explore alternatives to
closure.

When my family moved to
the Orangeville area five years
ago, we required summer camp
for our daughter. This is her
sixth summer there and it has
been like going home every
summer. The care has been
fabulous and despite my daugh-
ter’s turning 12 this summer,
she was very eager to return for
her last summer. The staff are
like family, the atmosphere is
positive and caring, unparal-
leled in our 12 years of search-
ing for daycares and daycamps.
At one point we attempted to
switch schools in order for our
daughter to attend the after-
school program offered at
Rolling Hills, but were not suc-
cessful due to excessive enrol-
ment.

Rolling Hills Children’s
Centre should not be allowed to
close. This is a gem of
Orangeville and is a model for
well-run children’s education
centres everywhere, where the
needs of all children are met.
Perhaps there is still time for
the powers-that-be to recognize
what Rolling Hills has meant to

areas and give this chance to
many others.
Ann Baka
via e-mail

_0_

By the time you read this,
the fate of my child and that of
his peers may likely be deter-
mined. I was very reluctant as
many people in my position are
to come forward because unfor-
tunately it’s just the way it is
that along with my child being
judged so too are us parents
sometimes by the very people
we call our friends and neigh-
bours.

I once brought a very fright-
ened little 3 year old into this
wonderful magical place called
Rolling Hills Children’s Place
where he thrived and devel-
oped, now after 5 years how do
I tell him that they are shutting
the doors.

My child was identified as
needing extra support while in
Teddy Bear Playschool and
during the brief time we had
him out of care, I had my hands
full with my beautiful boy who
had no concept of boundaries
including a phone call from my
neighbour in the rear telling me
my little guy made himself at
home in his family room while
he was playing in the backyard
with his friend, it took him 5
seconds to let himself in thru an
unlocked patio door and he
matter of factly told the startled
neighbour whom was enjoying
some alone time with his wife

Privacy vs Politics vs Policing

Regarding: Letter More to
do with Politics than Policing
(August 11)

Regarding: Its not a Crime
to be Stupid (July 21)

I understand the intent
behind the Lock it or Lose it
Program as a crime prevention
strategy, however I am in
agreement with Fred Knetsh’s
wish to keep his privacy. After
re-reading the three letters in
question, I find that the line
between privacy and preven-
tion has become somewhat
blurred. Where does it stop?

I'm sure the police mean
well coming onto my property
in the early hours of the morn-
ing and checking my vehicle
and subsequently my personal
belongings within that vehicle,
however no matter how well
intentioned, to me this is tres-
passing. Whether it was “stu-
pid” as Mr. Knetsh suggests or
I was just too “busy” like the
Taylors in leaving my vehicle

unlocked, that should be my
problem. If something unto-
ward happened because of my
carelessness, then it is some-
thing I would have to deal with.
I really do not want “Big
Brother” to be watching and
checking on me. And NO I do
not have anything to hide.

The Lock it Lose it Program
is a program designed to pre-
vent theft. It is unfortunate that
we need to have something like
this in place.

However, I think our privacy
is also important. So I suggest a
compromise: Please feel free to
drive by as often as you like,
please feel free to use the Lock
it or Lose it Program for vehi-
cles that are parked on the
street or in parking lots or
parks. Please protect our neigh-
borhood, however, please do
not come on my property
unless invited.

S. Bosma
Shelburne

that he needed him to put his
teletoon channel on cause he
did not know how to work his
remote, or even a month ago
when the neighbour next door
shouted over to me that he was
planting corn in her backyard
while playing with her children,
to this day I have no idea why
or how his brain works but I
know it is a magical place and a
very imaginative one.

I briefly took him out of care
at the age of 7 thinking we
could handle him now that he
was older with the assistance of
teenage siblings but all that did
was end up with a visit from
DCAFS with an anonymous
complaint that he was outside
in the dark, while I explained
that I could not help that it was
dead of winter and he was per-
mitted to be outside till dinner
as long as he was properly
dressed and that I was truly
sorry that by 4:30 it was dark,
(My husband arrives home
from work by this time), and
that perhaps people should be
more concerned for children
whom don’t come outside to
play rather then the healthy
ones that do. I could not lock
this child away for the winter
months even if [ tried and tried

Involvement

On August 13, 2009. I had
the pleasure of attending the
Melancthon Township Council
meeting.

The meetings are held one
morning and one evening of
each month for residents who
are not aware of this.

We need residents to get
involved, or at least go to the
Melancthon Township website
and review the agendas and
minutes to know what is going
on in our community.

I certainly learn a lot each
time I go to a council meeting. I
take advantage of the opportu-
nity to submit questions, at
times they may seem out there,
but they are an avenue to learn-
ing what is actually going on
with the activities of council. It
allows me to get involved.

To date at all of the meetings
there has been discussion of the
proposed Highlands Quarry
which will be located in
Melancthon Township.

At the Aug. 13 meeting four
individuals had the opportunity
to present facts in regards to the
potential impact of the pro-
posed quarry: extreme heavy
truck traffic, who should pay
for technical studies, the homes
that are being demolished on
lands owned by the Highland

we did including child safety
latches and bars on all the doors
and windows, he took a ladder
to the basement window and
made his 1000th escape, while
DCAFS was wonderful with us
I won’t lie to this day I am
miffed with whomever the
riotous caller was that did not
have the decency to come
knocking.

I am trying to remain hope-
ful but saddened and feel that
we parents have done every-
thing we could with what little
time frame we were given to try
and bring forward options to
help save our children’s child-
care facility. It is truly a shame
that in our family’s quest for
updates we frequently check in
on the page dedicated to our
children’s facility on the
Community Living Dufferin
website and while I see a
Building Dreams Together
Donation Link showing they
have managed to raise over
500,000.00 towards the build-
ing efforts of the gorgeous new
facility, they claim they are
forced to close a childcare
facility for some of the most
vulnerable children in this

* Please turn to page A6

said needed

companies, resulting in poten-
tial lower tax revenue and what
control council has on the
township’s official plan.

All of these people should be
applauded for the hard work
and time it took to prepare their
presentations.

At the end of the presenta-
tions, I expected that the
Mayor, Debbie Fawcett, or the
councillors, would have some
comments in regards to the con-
tent and time these people have
put forth for their community.

Not so, all they received was
“well, we have a lot to think
about” and the council moved
on to the next item on the agen-
da.

Has this information fallen
on deaf ears? Will council have
the decency to speak up? Let
the ratepayers of Melancthon
know that they are concerned
and are working on a plan to
understand the proposed quarry
impact before it is too late, and
valuable time is lost.

I would really like to hear
council’s side. Or have they
decided Highlands is too big
and they feel they can’t make a
difference?

We await council’s reply.

Bart Malloy
Melancthon Township

THEIR
BACK TO SCHOOL
LIST IS BIGGER THAN
THEIR CHRISTMAS
LIST!

DID yYou
GET THE 37 TEXT
AMENDMENTS?

Is this OMB hearing really necessary?

accidents is as represented by the com-

pany, there would appear to be no simi-
larity between the nature of those and what
could happen at the company’s East Luther
site, or between it and the quarries that
Orica serves.

Combining those data with the East
Luther site itself and the measures the com-
pany has taken or is prepared to take to
leave no doubt that the risks of explosions,
accidents, breaches of security or water pol-
lution are absent or at least minimal, one
has to wonder whether the upcoming
Ontario Municipal Board hearing warrants
the cost thereof.

The public opposition has been based,
among other things, on a perception of a
threat to groundwater and to Luther Lake,
as well as fears of explosions or toxic fumes
in the event of a fire. There are also public
concerns about security.

IF ORICA CANADA’S HISTORY of

But while we have no argument with the
public efforts to make certain the facility is
subjected to public scrutiny, we cannot
overlook Superior Court Justice Jane
Milanetti’s notation that the East Luther site
had been in existence without incident for
15 years.

It would be wrong to say that there was
no opposition to the facility from the time it
was established in the mid-1990s, but there
were no serious efforts to block its exis-
tence throughout a succession of operators.

We suspect the OMB will be curious not
only about the sudden groundswell of oppo-
sition but also about why the facility has
been a permitted use in the East Luther
Grand Valley Official Plan if it is an
unwanted use.

At this point, our strong suspicion is that
a costly OMB hearing will merely take a lot
of time and potentially result in a new bur-
den for local taxpayers.

Appeal of ruling is sorely needed

Superior Court Justice Francine Van

Melle’s interpretation of Ontario’s
Municipal Conflict of Interest Act are
correct, it is in the interests of all munici-
palities in Ontario for Orangeville to
appeal to a higher court.

If the judge’s endorsement is allowed
to stand, it would be binding on lower
courts and tribunals throughout the
province. The perception of the ruling is
that it could affect the votes of all lower-
tier representatives at their respective
upper tier in all matters affecting their
local municipality.

The counter-argument is that, in cases
such as East Luther Grand Valley’s pecu-
niary interest in Dufferin EcoEnergy Park
(DEEP), the law created by the decision
would not apply, because ELGV would
not be contractually obligated to support
a third party in a Dufferin County issue.

Justice Van Melle was careful to note
that her decision was based, in part, on
Orangeville’s “gain” of $2 million if the
county-owned rail corridor were sold to
the Highland Railway Group.

Representing the Town, Orangeville
lawyer Robert Brown is now drawing a
distinction between Orangeville as a cor-
poration and its representatives as mem-
bers of the political body and not of the
corporation. He says the judge erred in
law by failing to do so, and by not con-
sidering all applicable case law, among
other things.

If the decision is, indeed, flawed, it
would be foolhardy for Mayor Rob
Adams and Deputy Warren Maycock and
the Town to fold their tents and walk
away from the issue. A flawed decision
ought not to go unchallenged.

In the example of ELGV and DEEP,
the Township stands to gain industrial
taxes when the waste processing facilities
have been completed. It’s not much of a
stretch to find this lower-tier situation
similar to the one at issue. The mind bog-
gles at the ocean of implications.

Apart from the other arguments, it
seems no one has pointed out that munic-
ipal councils in Ontario have been free of
party involvement. With no “party
whips,” there is a free vote on all issues
at both the local and the upper tier.

Local representatives are not con-
strained to vote in accordance with their
local council’s wishes. They cease to be
mayors and deputies when they arrive at
upper-tier council, and become county or
regional councillors. As such, they are
expected to vote in the broader interests
of the upper tier.

And it is wrong to say that “Orange-
ville” exercises 13 of 30 votes at the
county — or Mono four, or Shelburne
three. Each town has just two county
councillors, with a specified number of
votes apiece — based on population and

If perceptions of the implications of

the Dufferin County Act.

There is evidence that the two repre-
sentatives of each town sometimes vote
against each other, proving that they are
not always
guided by
the opin-
ions of
their local
councils.

The
irony of
the Van
Melle decision is that the issue arose
because opposition to the possible sale of
the county-owned rail corridor was based
to a considerable extent on a belief that
the rail line would be restored for the sole
purpose of transporting aggregates from
the huge quarry operations planned by
The Highland Companies.

Highland’s offer for the existing rail-
way expressed otherwise. According to it,
Orangeville was also required to help
Highland find new shippers — which
would reasonably imply that the Town
was required to work for industrial
growth for the county.

Highland would also be contractually
obligated to continue the Credit Valley
Explorer tour train, to retain the current
shippers, and to expand the industrial
shipper base.

To block the sale of the corridor would
not be to kill the quarry, but to reduce the
potential for industrial growth, particular-
ly in Amaranth and Shelburne.

NDACT et al will have better battle-
grounds to choose from when Highland
completes its application to the Ministry
of Natural Resources (MNR).

(“Completion” refers to the filing of all
required documents. This is routinely fol-
lowed by a public comment period and
then time for the proponent to respond.)

In Flamborough, where a quarry simi-
lar to the Melancthon one is proposed, St.
Marys Cement is in the process of
responding to objections to its application
raised during the 45-day public response
period that ended May 25.

In response to queries from this news-
paper, Diane Schwier at the MNR’s
Guelph district office said last Friday,
“the application is alive and well. St.
Marys is responding to objection letters,”
she said. It needs to satisfy the objections
before the license can be issued.

Even so, there is likely to be a referral
to the OMB.

Opponents of the Melancthon quarry
would have time left in which to prepare
their most effective battleground. I don’t
believe they can win a war by singling
out one landowner, albeit a corporate one,
on issues such as a railway, tree-cutting
and demolition permits.

As in Flamborough, water appears to
be the decisive issue.

In my
Opinion




