
It will be the game of a
series that will go down in
Northmen lore. 

After finding themselves
in a position no one would
ever have thought possible,
down three games to none
against the Brampton
Excelsiors in the Ontario
Lacrosse Association Junior
A finals, the Rayburn
Construction Northmen did
what most thought impossi-
ble. The team that refused
to give up, rebounded to
force a seventh and decid-
ing game and, in front of a
packed house at the Tony
Rose Memorial Sports
Complex on Monday night ,
defeated the Excelsiors 9-6
to  earn their second
Ontario Junior A Lacrosse
Championship is as many
years.

The Northmen had been

favoured by many to repeat
as champions in 2009, fin-
ishing in first place during
the regular season and
sweeping both Whitby and
Six Nations to advance to
the final. 

While they were not
expected to sweep
Brampton, they were also
not expected  to find them-
selves facing elimination
when they took to the floor
of the Powerade Centre in
Brampton last Thursday
night for game four of the
best of seven series. 

Knowing their backs
were to the wall,
Orangeville took the offen-
sive right from the opening
draw and got out to an early
lead on the strength of two
goals from Adam Jones in
the first two minutes of the
game. 

Orangeville continued to
pour it on with Mat
McLeod, Glen Bryan John

Quarrie and Greg Harnett
each adding to the tally
before Brampton could get
one past Nick Rose in net
for the Northmen.

Harnett would add anoth-
er, his second of what
would be three on the night
to give Orangeville a 7-1 to
end the first. 

Brampton would step it
up in the second but the
Northmen offence contin-
ued to notch tally's on the
scoresheet with Jeremy
Noble, Matt Eckert, Craig
England and Brandon Ivey
(2) getting in on the action
while Rose continued to
stand his ground at the
other end to give
Orangeville a 13-5 win.

Game five back in
Orangeville again saw the
Northmen out to an early
lead. Cody McMahon
opened the scoring at the
8:57 mark followed two
minutes later by Noble. 

Brampton's Scott
Tinning put them back
within one but that is as
close as the two teams
would be for the rest of the
evening as the Northmen
found their stride. 

Jones had another big
night, notching three while
McLeod, Quarrie, Bryan
and Ivey rounded out the
scoresheet to make it 9-5
for the Northmen at the
final buzzer.

Playing game six in
Brampton on Sunday after-
noon was likely the
Excelsiors’ best chance to
wrap up the series. 

They found themselves
tied 3-3 heading into the
third in a game where both
teams seemed to be strug-
gling. 

As he has so many times
before, it was Andrew
Suitor who sparked the
Northmen to life with his
goal just over two minutes
into the final frame. Making
the most of their opportuni-
ties, McMahon found the
range from outside on the
power-play to make it 5-3. 

Slipping his way in
through the Orangeville
defence, Pat Saunders drew
the Excelsiors back within
one but Jeremy Noble
nailed the game down for
the Northmen with an
insurance marker at 17:47,
setting the stage for the
winner take all game seven.

And so it was on Monday
night that this determined
Northmen team took to the
floor to the cheers of a
packed house at the Tony
Rose looking to claim the
title that was theirs for the
taking.

Brampton knew they had
to swing the momentum
their way early if they
hoped to win. Pressing from
the opening draw,
Excelsiors Andrew
Marcoux scored first for
Brampton just over two
minutes into the game.

Sean Gilles would follow
that for Orangeville, team-
ing up with Jones and
Suitor, to tie it at 1-1. 

Brampton caught a break

late in the period when
Orangeville seemed to drop
their intensity. It was
enough for JJ LaForet to
drop one past Rose to give
them a 2-1 lead heading
into the second.

Orangeville started the
second period on a roll.
McLeod won a battle for

the ball just 33 seconds and
snapped it past Brampton
goalie Steve Fryer to again
tie the game. McLeod
would again be in on the
action over the next four
minutes, setting up both
Quarrie and Jones to give
them a two goal lead.

But again Brampton

came right back at the
Northmen, first to tie the
score then take a 5-4 lead at
13:43. 

Northmen were making
the most of their chances,
though, as Cody McMahon
cashed in on the power-play
- one of only three penalties

Thought Of The Week
By Ted Ecclestone

We cannot all be masters.

Shakespeare
Othello, act I, sc. i,1.43
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Local support fantastic for Dairy Queen Miracle Treat Day

Northmen defy odds, rally to take Ontario championship
By MIKE MALONEY

Sports Editor
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NORTHMEN A’s Craig England looks for an opening in second period action
in game seven of the Ontario Junior A Lacrosse Final at the Tony Rose in
Orangeville on Monday night.
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WITH AN ICY STARE from the mound defying the Co-Operators runner lead-
ing off from second, Remax pitcher Kole Shawcross prepares to deliver anoth-
er pitch across the plate in Orangeville Minor Baseball Mosquito action at
Springbrook on Monday night. 

There has been considerable grumbling about the sub-par sum-
mer we’ve been having this year. Mainly, the complaint is that
it’s been too rainy and cold.Yet, folks were welcoming the fore-
cast of a blizzard last week when Dairy Queen on Riddell Road
joined others across North America for Miracle Treat Day, where
the proceeds of every Blizzard treat was donated to the
Children’s Miracle Network, a non-profit organization dedicated
to saving and improving the lives of children by raising funds for
children’s hospitals. Orangevillians showed up in droves to sup-
port the network and, perhaps, to watch the volunteers and local
dignitaries who showed up and tried to emulate the work done
by the pros behind the counter.                    Photos/DAN PELTON


