
Melancthon council clarifies stand on quarry
Prior to a public meet-

ing Monday involving all
affected provincial min-
istry officials and the
township planner,

Melancthon Council out-
lined its official stance on
a proposed 2,400-acre
quarry.

The public resolution
outlining the stance had
been drafted earlier in the
day behind closed doors. 

It followed within
weeks Mayor Debbie
Fawcett’s advising an
open council meeting that
she does not favour the
quarry.

The conclusion of the
resolution reads: “Council

is soliciting constructive
information and advice
from all proponents and
opponents of the initia-
tive, both as to process
and factual matters.  

“Council is considering
the best ways of structur-

ing the process; for
instance, whether to work
towards a joint agency
review approach, or to
preserve total independ-
ence in regard to peer
reviews.  

“In any event, Council
will work co-operatively
with all parties to enable
an expeditious, fair and
thorough review of all the
aspects of the initiative.
Council is considering
also the best way of adapt-
ing the processes to
ensure input by the public.  

“Council will be dili-
gent in making sure that
all reasonable peer
reviews of the initiative
are brought forward
before decisions are made. 

“Council is making
sure that all costs of the
initiative, considered rea-
sonable, are borne by the
proponent, and not by the
general public.  Council
will not engage in exercis-
es the sole purpose of
which would appear to be
to defeat the initiative.  All
of Council’s actions will
be in the broader context
of considering what is
best for our community
overall,” the resolution
reads.

The Highland
Companies is proposing a
2,400-acre limestone
quarry in the township,
which represents about
one-third of the approxi-
mately 7,500 acres it has

purchased there. The com-
pany says the quarry
would be in 300-acre seg-
ments, phased on 50 acres
of each segment and reha-
bilitated to farmland con-
tinuously.

Highland, a private cor-
poration, has not revealed
specifically who its share-
holders are except that it is
a Boston-area group. 

That group, or at least
Highland, is headed by
John Lowndes, whose
family proposed a quarry
in Flamborough Township
that ultimately was
flipped to St. Marys
Cement, a Canadian com-
pany now owned by a
Brazilian corporation.

An application for nec-
essary zoning of the
already designated aggre-
gate extractive lands has
yet to be submitted. But
opponents, largely mem-
bers of North Dufferin
Agriculture and
Community Taskforce
(NDACT) have made
allegations of bylaw
infractions against
Highland, along with
accusations of inaction by
the council.

The essence of
Monday’s public meeting
was generally confirma-
tion that the Province
would have over-riding
authority on any decisions
made by the council.
Andrew Doersam of
Municipal Affairs and

Housing  said decisions
under the Planning Act
must also be “consistent
with the policies of the
Provincial Policy
Statement” (PPS).

Township Planner Jerry
Jorden told the crowd of
about 200 Melancthon
and Mulmur residents that
the council must make a
decision on a quarry
application within a legis-
lated time frame. Even
then, the decision must be
consistent with federal
and provincial legislation
and guidelines, such as the
PPS and Aggregate
Resources Act.

“The key thing to bear
in mind in both of these
processes [Planning Act
and ARA] is that the
Township does not have
the final approval authori-
ty. Overriding both of
these, of course, is the
provincial policy frame-
work, primarily the
Provincial Policy
Statement. Our planning
documents and planning
decisions have to be con-
sistent with the applicable
provincial policies,” he
said.

On the burning issue of
water, Barbara Slattery of
the Ministry of
Environment said every
human activity has an
impact of ground and/or
surface water. 

She said the mandate of
MOE is the ensure that

such impacts are within
acceptable limits.

Carole Neumann of
OMAFRA said the PPS
allows aggregate extrac-
tion, above and below the
water table, on prime agri-
cultural land, classes 1-3,
including areas with spe-
cial crops designations. 

But, she said, the
extraction would be sub-
ject to rehabilitation to
agricultural land, if feasi-
ble.

In cases of pits and
quarries, she added that
there must be a demon-
strated need.

In response to ques-
tions from the crowd, Mr.
Jorden confirmed that the
Township has compiled a
list of requirements for a
completed application.
Once the quarry applica-
tion has been filed, even if
complete, the Township
can ask the proponent for
more studies or informa-
tion.

Responding to Marni
Walsh, he said the
Township would not be
doing studies “from the
ground up,” but would
employ the best available
peer reviewers of the pro-
ponent’s studies at the
proponent’s expense.

Mayor Fawcett said
aggregate resource infor-
mation will soon be post-
ed on Melancthon’s web-
site, www. melancthontown-
ship.ca.

they worked 30 to 100
hours per month, with the
majority in the range of 70
to 90.

Mr. Green said he
intends to “challenge the
legality of the ad hoc com-
mittee,” because it was
appointed by council.
“Appointing those who
determine how much
money they receive is nei-
ther open nor transparent.”

(The Ontario Municipal
Act requires a bylaw be
passed to form any com-
mittee, and only a munici-
pal council has authority
to pass a bylaw. 

When the council
sought applications to
serve on the committee
there were only eight
applicants for nine posi-
tions.) The committee
wasn’t the only supportive
voice for the recommend-
ed increases. Ken
Manwell, who served on
the previous council from
2003 to 2006, said the
raise was reasonable. 

“It was an honour to be
a council member,” said
Mr. Manwell, “but when I
was on council, I spent 35
to 40 hours a week mini-
mum. I would definitely
support the increase, as
would anybody who (has
sat on council) before.”

Mr. Manwell suggested
consideration be made to
increase number of coun-
cillors from five to seven
to lessen the workload.
“When I sat on council, I
sat on six or seven com-
mittees and that was drain-
ing.”

(The council had nine
members until 1997, when
the town had a population
of about 21,600. And 50
years ago, when former
mayor Victor Large was
reeve and the town’s popu-
lation was about 4,600, the
council had a mayor,
reeve, deputy reeve and
six councillors.)

Mr. Green, neverthe-
less, said it should be an
honour and privilege to
serve on council and, if a
member finds it financial-
ly infeasible, he or she
“should step down and say
‘I can’t afford to serve on
council.’”

Mr. Long countered:

“We don’t want it to have
to be that way.”

“It appears council has
been underpaid for a sig-
nificant amount of time,”
said committee member
Brian Wormington, adding
that councils in the past
have done “the popular
thing” by not addressing
pay raises and it has
caught up with the present
one.

The draft report also
listed the budgets of other
municipalities and raised a
few puzzled eyebrows
among those in attendance
who read them. 

For example, the report
stated that the city of
Stratford, with a popula-
tion of 31,000, has an
annual budget of $113
million. New Tecumseh,
on the other hand, had a
population of 28,800 and a
budget of just $28 million.

Town resident Chris
Thompson pointed out the
disparity at Monday’s
meeting and suggested the
committee clarify these
budget amounts before it
submits its final report to
council.

In the case of Stratford,
the budget figures report-
ed were actually a combi-
nation of operating and
capital budgets.

By comparison,
Orangeville’s reported
budget of $20 million is
based on the tax levy. The
town’s operating budget is

approximately $28 million
and the extra funding is
from sources other than
property taxes, such as
grants and development
charges. 

Stratford’s tax levy is
$33.7 million, its operat-
ing budget about $40 mil-
lion, and includes social
spending which, in
Orangeville’s case, is han-
dled at the county level.

The city’s 2009 budget
shows the cost of mayor
and council at $309,775,
compared to $211,000 for
Orangeville.

Mr. Green and another

pay-raise opponent, Don
Kidd, used Monday’s
remuneration meeting as a
forum to express their dis-
pleasure with the current
council. Mr. Kidd said
“most people today aren’t
getting raises, and I don’t
think this council has done
that good a job.” Mr.
Green said the present
council “should get a 30
per cent decrease.”

At that point, Mr.
Manwell rose and said:
“Separate personalities
from the role. If you don’t
like the council, there’s an
election coming up.”
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HOME OF
THE WEEK!!

HOME PLAN OF THE WEEK
c/o Orangeville Citizen 
336 Columbia Street,

New Westminster, B.C.  V3L 1A6
OR SEE OUR WEB PAGE ORDER FORM ON

www.jenish.com
AND E-MAIL YOUR ORDER TO:

homeplans@jenish.com

WINDOWS/DOORS

DOUG’S DRYWALL
• Metal Framing
• Drywall Installation
• Machine Finishing
• Airless Spray Painting
• Decorative Ceilings & 

Acoustics
• Professionals

25 Years  Experience
CALL DOUG

1-519-371-0517
1-800-628-7386

QUALIFIED PROFESSIONALS
• Inground pool installations
• All work guaranteed
• Full line of chemicals

Mon.-Fri. 9am-6pm
Sat. 9am-5pm

308 Broadway Unit 4
Orangeville

519-942-2722

NEW WAVE POOL &
SPA SERVICES

Orangeville Home
Hardware Building

Centre
Your local supplier of Houseware
Products, Building Products, Paints,
Hardware, Tools and Fasteners, Flooring,
Electrical, Plumbing, Sporting Goods &
Seasonal Garden Centre.

60-4th Ave. 
Orangeville

519-941-5407

WEDELIVER

ALL-MONT LTD.
EST. 1982

Garage Doors and Electric Operators
Residential - Commercial 

Maintenance 
Free Doors

• Coach House
• Steel Insulated, 

R.16.04
• Steel Non-Insulated

Complete Line of Parts 

Visit our showroom
48 Centennial Rd., Unit 20

Orangeville, Ontario  L9W 3T4
519-942-1956

PLUMBING REPAIRS

MANAX PLUMBING
& HEATING LTD.

Commercial • Industrial * Residential

EXCELLENT RATES-SAME DAY SERVICE
Licenced • Environment Canada Lic.

• Softeners & Filters • Water Purification
• Reverse Osmosis • Iron Removers

• UV Light Installations Bact Eliminators
• Drain Clearing - Septic Tank Locating

905-880-5900
1-888-349-7971 • 519-942-8147

www.purewatercanada.com
manaxplumbing@gmail.com

YOUR RENOVATION AND
HOME IMPROVEMENT

“EXPERTS!!”
Ask Us About

The Federal
Home

Renovation Tax
Credit

21/2 miles east
of Orangeville

on Hwy 9

David Young

941-3667

KITCHEN
Designs by Donna Irving
HEIRLOOM

351006 17th Line, RR#2 Orangeville Ont. L9W 2Y9

Phone 519-941-7684

heirloomkitchen@hotmail.com
We Can Handle All Your

Renovation Needs

ASK US ABOUT THE
“NEW”

HOME RENOVATION
TAX CREDIT

DON’T PAY FOR 6 MONTHS O.A.C

520 Riddell Rd., Unit 5, Orangeville
519-942-1568

Ask us about

$1000 ECO REBATE
$11500 ENBRIDGE REBATE

$12500 O P A
$75000 TAX RELIEF

PLAN NUMBER 2-3-704
THREE-BEDROOM FAMILY HOME

This three-bedroom home includes plenty of room for
casual day-to-day family living, as well as separate
living and dining rooms for more formal meals and
occasions. The great-room area at the rear of the house
encompasses the family room, with a corner fireplace,
as well as the kitchen, which has a central work island,
and a breakfast room. The breakfast room is spacious
enough so that family members can enjoy all their
informal meals there, including lunch and dinner.
Easy access to the sundeck offers an invitation to al
fresco dining when the weather allows. The living and
dining rooms are located at the front of the house and
share a three-sided fireplace, guaranteed to suffuse
evening gatherings with a cosy warmth. The living
room features a sloping ceiling, enhancing the feeling
of space, and the dining room enjoys a built-in buffet
that will provide extra storage and ease serving formal
meals. In a departure from more conventional lay-
outs, this plan places the master suite at the front of
the house. A window seat adds charm to the room, as
well as providing a spot to relax with a book or a
coffee while enjoying the view of the front garden.
Bedrooms two and three are separated by their shared
three-piece bathroom. A decorative railing safeguards
the stairs down to the basement level. This unfinished
area has built-in plumbing and could provide space for
an in-law suite or mortgage-helper. A wrap-around
veranda, double entrance doors, horizontal siding and
board and batten in the gables lend character to the
exterior. The house measures 57 feet, 8 inches wide by
32 feet, 8 inches deep, with 1,486 square feet of living
space plus the unfinished basement.

Plans for design 2-3-704 are available for $532 (set
of 5), $592 (set of 8) and $640 for  a super set of 10.
Please add 5% G.S.T. or 13% H.S.T. (where
applicable) to both the plan price and postage charges.

Our NEW 41ST Edition of the Home Plan Catalogue
containing over 300 plans is available for $13.50
(includes taxes, postage and handling). Make all
cheques and money orders payable to "Home Plan of
the Week" and mail to:

INSTALLATION
SERVICE &
REPAIRS BY

building centre

Home 
hardware

Orangeville Precast
Concrete Ltd.

When building or
remodeling, visit us for

all your brick and
stone needs.

633341 Hwy. #10 north of
Orangeville

www.orangevilleprecast.ca
Phone (519) 941-4050

Fax (519) 941-8028

BASEMENTS

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR

Leaky Basement?
• Guarantee
• Sump Pits
• Window Wells
• Crack Repair
Call Chris
519-938-0539

Orangeville Office Now Open       76 Broadway        519.942.8851

Your Favourite
Lite Hits.
Your Favourite
Lite Hits.

FM

Welcome
New Patients

Dr. T. Copeland D.M.D.

By WES KELLER

Freelance Reporter

RRemembrance CConcert
Sunday, November 1st, 2009

7:30 p.m.

“Orangeville Community Band”

Free Admission – Everyone Welcome

We urge you to come out and Remember
(or learn how to REMEMBER!)

Kindly sponsored by Dods & McNair Funeral Home & Orangeville Citizen

NEW HOPE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE
SALVATION ARMY
690 Riddell Rd., Orangeville

TEXAS HOLD-EM
POKER TOURNAMENT

FUNDRAISER FOR
ORANGEVILLE SENIOR CENTRE

Saturday, October 17, 2009
12:30 p.m. Registration    2:00 p.m. Start

$50 per person    $20 Re-Buy
Orangeville Senior Centre

26 Bythia Street
Dinner Included

For Advance Tickets or
Information call: 

519-941-6012 or Wayne @
519-943-1401

Must be 19 years of age or older

Committee firm on raise proposals
• From page A1


