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DCAFS facing $1.1M deficit

By DAN PELTON
Staff Reporter

While the harsh eco-
nomic climate is being felt
all over, Dufferin Child
and Family Services
(DCAFS) is being particu-
larly hard-hit, facing a
$1.1-million deficit for its
current fiscal year.

As have many other
child welfare agencies
across the province,
DCAFS has seen its fund-
ing cut by the provincial
government, which is pro-
viding $23 million less to
the agencies than it did last
year.

Trish Keachie, the local
agency’s executive direc-
tor, said this year differs
from previous ones insofar
as the government will no
longer “mitigate  any
deficits,” or provide any
funds to make up for
financial shortfalls.

“When it comes to child
protection,” she said in an

interview, “a lot of things
are unpredictable.”

While accepting that
funding cuts are a harsh

reality, Ms. Keachie was
upset that the DCAFS was
not given sufficient notice
that such an action was
coming. “Suddenly, with
no forewarning, almost
$900,000 was removed
from our budget.”

Her concerns were
echoed by MPP Sylvia
Jones, who also serves as
Progressive Conservative
critic for Community and
Social Services and Child
and Youth Services.

“There have never
before been so many chil-
dren’s aid societies who
are in crisis,” said Ms.
Jones in a press release.
“They have a legislated
responsibility to provide
front-line care for the most
vulnerable children in this
province.

“Cutting their budgets
will inevitably mean a
reduction in services for
at-risk children.”

“The government has
said there is no more
money for child welfare,
but services to protect
children from abuse are
not optional or subject to
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Has your life been affected by someone else’s drinking? If so, Al-Anon or
Alateen is for you! Meetings are Mondays at 8pm in room 11 and
Wednesday at 10am in room 5 at Westminster United Church at

247 Broadway, Orangeville and Thursday at 7:45pm at Christ Church
Anglican, 99 Queen St., Tottenham. For more info call 416-410-3809
or 1-888-425-2666 o http://al-anon.alateen.on.ca

Having trouble controlling the way you eat? Food Addicts in Recovery
Anonymous (FA) is a free 12 step program. Food obsession, overeating,
under-eating and bulimia. Call 416-456-0110. Visit our website
www.foodaddicts.org
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to Nov. 21

Oct. 17-18

info.

Silent Auction. Grand Valley Public Library 519-928-5622.
Items donated by local businesses and community
members www.grandvalley.org

Orangeville Art Group is hosting 40th Annual Fall Show & Sale.
Manora Park Pavilion. Free refreshments & participate in a
Jackson Pollok Style painting. 10 am-5 pm. Call 519-307-0814 for

Orangeville Legion. Come for breakfast. Eggs, bacon,
sausages, hashbrowns, pancakes, toast, tea, coffee &
juice. $6 eat in or take out. All welcome.

7:00 pm Council Meeting. Council Chambers, main level.
Municipal Building, 87 Broadway.

6:30-8:30 People living with acquired brain injury in
Dufferin County. Family members, friends, all
professionals & paraprofessionals. Community Living
Dufferin. 29 Centennial Rd., 1-800-263-5404.

Alternative Perspectives on N1H1 Flu with the Zina St.
Naturopathic Doctors. All proceeds from this seminar will
be donated to Family Transition Place. 7 pm. 519-942-
4297 for info and tickets.

Duplicate Bridge. 1:00 pm. Orangeville Seniors Centre. 26
Bythia St. Everyone welcome! Bring your own partner. For
more info call Sandra 519-942-0146.

Orangeville M.S. Support Group. 3rd Wed. of each month
7-9 pm. Alder St. Recreation Centre. 275 Alder St. Call
Diane for info 519-941-3712.

arbitrary reductions,” said
Jeanette Lewis, Executive
Director of the Ontario
Association of Children’s
Aid Societies (OACAS).

“According to the Child
and Family Services Act,
CASs must deliver child
protection services, on
behalf of the Government
of Ontario, to vulnerable
children and their families.
Many agencies have gone
into debt to pay for inves-
tigationsresidential care,
support and counselling
for children.

“Boards should not
have to use credit to deliv-
er the government’s serv-
ices.”

Ms. Lews said that in
all areas of the province,
agencies are contemplat-
ing cuts to core services
including abuse preven-
tion programs; programs
to strengthen families;
counselling services for
families in crisis; court-
ordered visits to children
in foster and residential
care; and collaborative
programs with community

partners to help families
before they are in crisis.

Without sufficient
funding, government is
forcing CASs to break the
rules for child abuse inves-
tigation and protection.

For example, CASs will
have difficulty responding
to high-risk child abuse
allegations within the
mandated timelines; CASs
will not be able to meet
minimum mandatory stan-
dards of seeing children
every month; case workers
will be assessing the safe-
ty and well-being of chil-
dren less frequently; chil-
dren will not be able to
visit their biological fami-
lies as often since CASs
will not be able to afford
costs of court-ordered
access Visits.

Despite the recent fund-
ing cuts, Ms. Keachie was
not entirely critical of the
McGuinty government’s
handling of child services
since it was elected in
2003.
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FREE CONSULTATION
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surgery on one of my eyes. Now
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Supporting People With Disabilities v

Hi, I’m Sylvia Iorio

T was born in St. Catharines. I have a brother,
Jim. We send cards to each other.
Princess Margaret School and some other
schools outside of Orangeville. 1 have been
living with people from Community Living
Dufferin since 1990. I live with Gord, Mizue,
Todd, Glen and June. I have just had cataract

shadows. Even though I can’t see, I am
comfortable going around certain areas of my
home. I go to the swimming program and the horsemanship program at
Options. I love swimming. I go to the pool twice a week, once with the people
from Options and then with Tracy (staff). The staff help me. I like riding the
horses. Once a week, I go to the mall with Liza (staff). We have coffee. I love
to walk around the mall. I like to go grocery shopping. I like to push the cart.
I like to walk around our neighbourhood. I like things being the same every
day. I like things in the same place so I know where they are. I like being at
home too because I am comfortable there. When I am finished eating, I take
my dishes to the dishwasher. I put my own dishes in the dishwasher. If I want
water [ use a sign. [ know how to sign for water. I am learning more signs. If
I don’t know the sign, I take Liza’s (staff) hand and I take her to where I want
something. Then I show her what I want. Marilyn (staff) cooks my meals and
Liza takes me to do my banking. She takes me to all my doctor’s
appointments. Liza (staff) takes me to the hairdressers too. I go to Daniel’s
Hair Salon and Angie cuts my hair. I like having my hair done. I also like it
when the staff shampoos my hair at home. Every lunch I have to have an
apple. I love apples. I also like pasta. I tell the staff apart by feeling them. I
feel Liza’s arm to find her watch and then her hand to find her ring. She always
wears her watch and her ring so I know who she is. Depending on what I want,
I pick the staff that I want to help me at that time by feeling them.

For more info & to donate visit: www.buildingdreamstogether.org
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To learn more about us visit : www.cc
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Come In & Test Drive a New or Used Vehicle &

RECEIVE A

FREE SET OF WINTER MATS

(1 per household offer)
Expires Saturday, October 24, 2009

2007
HONDA

power  sunroof,

Metallic Blue, fully equipped,
condition. Only 58,000 km.

showroom

Blue,
AM/FM  Stereo, CD PIayer,

2-Door, Air Conditioning,

PONTIAC

4-Door, Silver, Air Conditioning,
AM/FM Stereo, CD Player, Keyless
Entry. Only 68,707 km.

HIGHWAY 9 — 1 MILE EAST OF HIGHWAY 10
www.orangevillehonda.com

CRV EX 4x4 [ rM T [ rm il GRAND PRIX (urw PR S
Stk#U 0763 Stk#U 0662 Stk#U 0799
Cash price, taxes, licence, fuel extra. Subject to prior sale. See dealer for details. Subject O.A.C. Expiry October 22 2009.
Other terms and rates available. All taxes & fees included, plus licence. E
3 ORANGEVLLE
T |m
ORANGEVILLE .. &
Headwaters
HONDA

519-941-6221
1-866-981-9096
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DUFFERIN CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES executive director Trish Keachie and the DCAFS staff
face the challenge of dealing with provincial funding cuts while still maintaining the level of services
the agency provides in the community.

County'’s hiring rules challenged

By WEs KELLER
Freelance Reporter

A recommendation that
a prospective candidate for
a County of Dufferin posi-
tion as department head
should be introduced to the
full council before his or
her employment is ratified,
has been returned to the
committee that made the
proposal for further con-
sideration.

Under present policy,
the selection is more or
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less at the sole discretion
of a committee appointed
to the task, and county
council as a whole is not
involved in the process
until the preferred candi-
date has been chosen.

The process did not sit
well with several council-
lors last Thursday, and
Mulmur Deputy Mayor
Sue Snider asked how a
pre-ratification introduc-
tion to the council would
be accomplished.

“We can’t introduce the
candidate in camera, but
can’t in an open meeting
with so many people in the
gallery,” she said.

Orangeville  Deputy
Mayor Warren Maycock,
in what might have been a
response to the question,
said, “in Orangeville, all
members of council are on
the hiring committee.”

And Mayor Rob Adams
appeared incredulous.

“It scares me that a
select group is trying to
make decisions without
(involving the whole coun-
cil). I can vote on a snow
blower, but not on the
selection of a department
head,” he said.

Shelburne Mayor Ed
Crewson said no one
appeared to have an
answer to the question of
whether all councillors
would be allowed to sit in
on selection committee
meetings. If everyone
could sit in, he would sup-
port a motion making that
clear.

Mayor Crewson added
that when he was warden,
and there was some diffi-
culty finding a CAO, all
council members were
welcome to sit it. “I'm not

sure you need the whole
council,” he said.

Mono Mayor Lorie
Haddock, chair of
Government Services,
referring to the fact that
recently appointed
Director of Community
Services Keith Palmer had
been sitting among other
members of county staff
throughout the discus-
sions, said she found it
“very rude of everyone
here. The CAO just said
that Councillor Snider did
sit in (on the selection
process) but did not have a
vote.”

There were a few apolo-
gies made, and then the
council took the sugges-
tion of Amaranth Deputy
Mayor Walter Kolodzie-
chuk and sent the matter
back to Government
Services Committee.
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www.Cineplex.com
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15% Buyer's Premium

Thousands and Thousands of Square Feet of VERY high

end PREFINISHED nail down SOLID HARDWOOD

fioaring. Top Name Brand flooring, enginesred Real
Hardwood Floating Floor, ANESOME SELECTION OF

'LAMINATES. Great in the Kitchen, Bathroom, Dining

Room, Office, Bedrooms, Hallways, even Workshop.
GREAT OVER CONCRETE.

BuyOrfyWhatYouNecd:

All Product Must Go Sale Day!

1-800-893-1107

SHOWTIMES FOR FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16 TO THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22

BOX OFFICE OPENS FRI @ 6:00 PM, SAT @ 9:00 AM, t @ .
SUN @ I2:30 PM MON-THURS @ 5 PM (J D[]g:

ORANGEVILLE, FAIRGROUNDS SHOPPING CENTRE 85 FIFTH Ave.

-(519) 941-2333

WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE (PG) FRI 7:00, 9:40 SAT-SUN 1:30, 4:20, 7:00, 9:40 MON-THURS 5:40, 8:30

LAW ABIDING CITIZEN (14A) FRI 6:40, 9:30 SAT-SUN 1:20, 3:50, 6:40, 9:30 MON-THURS 5:20, 8:10

THE STEPFATHER (14A) FRI 7:20, 9:55 SAT-SUN 1:40, 4:30, 7:20, 9:55 MON-THURS 5:45, 8:45

ZOMBIELAND (14A) FRI 7:30, 10:00 SAT-SUN 1:50, 4:40, 7:30, 10:00 MON-THURS 6:00, 8:50

SATURDAY MORNING ESCAPE
STARS & STROLLERS

CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEATBALLS (PG) FRI 6:30, 9:10 SAT-SUN 1:00, 3:30, 6:30, S:10 MON-WED 5:15, 8:00 THURS 5: 15

COUPLES RETREAT (PG) FRI 6:50, 9:50 SAT-SUN I:15, 4:00, 6:50, 9:50 MON-THURS 5:30, 8:40

10 AM - COUPLES RETREAT,

THE INVENTION OF LYING (PG) FRI 7:10, 9:45 SAT-SUN I:10, 3:40, 7:10, 9:45 MON-WED 5:50, 8:20 THURS 8:20

MONTY PYTHON: ALMOST THE TRUTH (THE LAWYER'S CUT) THURS, OCTOBER 22 @ 7 PM

WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE




