
Last week I had the most
incredible experience. I met
William Paul Young,
author of the runaway best
seller ‘The Shack’. I lis-
tened as he spoke about the
development of the book
out of his own life experi-
ences. The book started out
as something he wanted to
write for his children, but
demand for it became so
great it was published and
is now a best seller in many
countries around the world.
It was declared   book of
the decade in Croatia. 

Young tells the story of a
father trying to deal with
the grief of the violent loss
of his daughter. He won-
ders why God would allow
such a thing to happen.
Although told in the form
of a novel. Young brings a
perspective of God and
spirituality that is outside
the box of traditional reli-
gious thinking. Without
giving too much away,
God, for example, is por-
trayed as a jovial black
woman who loves to cook.
I don’t think he heard that
in a sermon, or was taught
it in a religious seminary!

These days there is a lot
of talk and practice of spir-
ituality outside formal reli-

gious institutions such as
churches. Many claim they
do not need to go to church
to be spiritual. This is true.
However, others find deep
spiritual meaning in the
context of worship with
others as part of a congre-
gation.

What is it to be spiritual?
How is it that a book like
the shack has struck such
an emotional chord in mil-
lions around the world? Is
there a deep dimension of
spirituality in each of us
that lings to be fulfilled? I
believe the answer is yes. 

Spirituality is a function
of faith. It is in the realm
beyond our five senses.
Scriptures reflect this.  By
faith we understand that the
universe was formed at
God's command, so that
what is seen was not made
out of what was visible.
(Hebrews 11) Jesus taught
that flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God.
(John 1)

The realm of the spirit
and spirituality is not irra-
tional it is super-rational, in
the same why that it is
super-natural. This is illus-
trated in the Psalm 19, ‘The
heavens declare the glory
of God’. We see the won-

ders of the unseen through
that which is seen. Romans
1 also reflects this truth.
‘Since the creation of the
world God's invisible qual-
ities—his eternal power
and divine nature—have
been clearly seen, being
understood from what has
been made, so that men are
without excuse.

In this context, it is easy
to see spirituality expressed
all around us outside the
box of religion. If fact, it is
often easier to see outside
this box than inside it.
When people look inside
the box of religion they
find rules and politics and
ritual that often obscure
what spirituality is all
about. 

I see spirituality in the
selfless giving and love
shown by people who have
no religious motivation. An
incredible example of this
is Dr Bindeshwar Pathak,
He was born into a wealthy
high cast family in India.
Contrary to his religious
teaching, he became con-
cerned for the millions of
untouchables in India
These were outcasts of
society, could not mix with
others, Their only role in
life was to clean the

latrines. They were the
poorest of the poor. Dr
Bindeshwar Pathak,  spent
his life and fortune devel-
oping a flush toilet that
uses very little  water. He
was successful and began
installing them in public
places throughout India.
This has set millions of
untouchables free to do
other tasks and rejoin soci-
ety in a dignified way. He
set up an organization
called Sulabh to accom-
plish this. ‘The Sulabh’s
achievements are notewor-
thy: it has been able to
restore human rights and
dignity to 1, 20,000 scav-
engers, set up about 11
Lakhs household toilets
and 7500 community toilet
blocks, constructed over
190 human-excreta-based
biogas plants and made 640
towns scavenging - free.
The sanitation facilities
created by the Sulabh are
used by over 10 million
people everyday. Dr
Bindeshwar Pathak has
been honoured nationally
and internationally for his
exemplary work.’
(www.sulabhinternation-
al.org). Here is a man who
is ‘flying the plane of the
spirit’. 

There are others who are
exemplifying this spiritual-
ity, including Muhammad
Yunus …the founder of
microcredit— using loans
of tiny
amounts
to trans-
form des-
t i t u t e
w o m e n
i n t o
entrepre-
n e u r s .
G a n d h i
was one
of the
most spiritual men in mod-
ern history, teaching peace
and brotherhood. His
weapon was self denial,
and he single handedly
brought peace between two
warring religious groups in
India; Hindus and
Muslims. . Jesus, arguably

the greatest non-religious
spiritual person of all time,
taught that if we just give a
cup of water  we are being
spiritual. (paraphrased).

B y
contrast,
s o m e
religious
denomi-
n a t i o n s
a r e
a m o n g
the rich-
e s t
organiza-
tions in

the world. It makes one
wonder where true spiritu-
ality lies

I see spirituality in the
current green movement.
In a post modern society, it
seems that as a race we are
beginning to wake up to the
sacredness of our planet

and the need for us to care
for it. Where I live there are
two signs commonly post-
ed. On is ‘stop the wind-
mills.’ The other is ‘think
green’ these are a metaphor
for a spiritual battle that is
being waged in our world
today that is beyond the
walls of religion. 

In these ways and oth-
ers, spirituality is being
practised all around us. It is
characterized by the fruit of
the spirit; love, joy peace,
patience, gentleness good-
ness meekness faith
(Galatians 3). It leads to
two observations. The first
is that people can love the
box of religious structure,
but not necessarily be spiri-
tual. I think we all know
that. We can love the
music, the ritual, the archi-
tecture and the vestments.

We can become heady on
the culture, the power and
the politics, and yet not be
spiritual. We can rational-
ize and theologize until the
cows come but not be spir-
itual. The second is that we
can live a totally secular
life and not be spiritual.
Many do. 

Spirituality is love. It is
loving God, and loving
each other. It is loving
God’s creation. We perhaps
use religion as a starting
point. 

However, the most
important lesson is that we
need to look beyond these
in order to delve into the
realm of the spiritual. If we
do, we will see God in peo-
ple practising spirituality in
an explosion of activity all
around us. On with the
journey!
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and all priests know
quite well what is being
asked of them well
before the day of ordi-
nation. 

We now turn our
attention to historical
and factual inaccura-
cies. Firstly, the accusa-
tion that St. Paul was a
misogynist is an “ad
hominem” or “against
the man (person)” argu-
ment. It tries to under-
mine the credibility of
the person by attacking
their personal character.
This accusation of
misogyny has been laid
against him in modern
times but it does not
hold up under close
examination. It’s too
simplistic. 

St. Paul was a man of
his times. Women did
not enjoy equality with
men and Paul was
raised in a patriarchal
society, but he was also
a man who had a pro-
found conversion expe-
rience. All his writings
have to be understood
in that context. He saw,
for example, that bap-
tism in Christ was the
great equalizer (see
Galatians 3:27-8). He
worked alongside,
praised and supported
women in teaching and
preaching. Where he
did not support women
the cause was usually
due to local problems
and abuses.

Are St. Paul’s writ-
ings controversial?
Indeed, both in the first
century and now, but
the controversy does
not arise from some
politically correct ideo-
logical interpretation
that is evident in Ms.
Scrafield-Danby’s arti-
cle. It arises because it
is a challenge to all,
men and women, to go
beyond the wounded
relationships ex-
perienced as a result of
the Fall and to see their
perfection as human
beings in their submis-
sion to Christ Jesus.
More can be said but I
am limited in space.

Perhaps my greatest
contention with the arti-
cle in question is the
gross error evidenced in
the presentation of
Christian Dogma. It
brings into question the
author’s theological
competence. The author
writes that “according
to dogma, Jesus was
sent by God to be a
human amongst
humans.” This part is
correct.

What is gravely
incorrect is the second
part: “His Son was, in
part, God’s way of com-
ing to understand what
he created, to feel our
pain, know our dilem-
mas and understand our
lusts.” This is both a
logical and theological
fallacy. 

By definition God is
perfect. God (under-
stood as a communion
of three Divine Persons:
Father, Son and Holy
Spirit) cannot be lack-
ing in any way. For God
to need some under-
standing regarding
those he created would
contradict the logical
definition of God as “all
knowing”. 

This is theologically
incorrect in that Jesus
did not come so that
God could understand
suffering but rather so
that human beings
could truly understand
the meaning of suffer-
ing. Jesus also came to
transform suffering
from something tragic
to something salvific.
By his suffering, death

and resurrection Jesus
turned the ultimate
defeat into the great
victory over sin. 

Jesus is a Divine
Person, the Son of God
(Logos), that St. John
so beautifully described
at the beginning of his
gospel. While Jesus, in
his humanity, “grew in
wisdom and in stature”
(Lk. 2:52), in his
Divinity was a perfect
understanding of all
creation, for he was its
creator, as the Apostle’s
Creed states “though
him (the Son) all things
were made.” This error
in Dogma is just anoth-
er example, along with
the one’s laid out above,
of the erroneousness of
this author’s opinion.
Yet there is even more.

If this article is any
indication then this
author lacks a certain
depth to her reasoning.
She writes that “our
physical life includes
sexual activity and it
would be hard to under-
stand our humanity
without sexual knowl-
edge.” This comment is
either woefully superfi-
cial or grossly arrogant.
Physical life may
include sexual activity,
but it is not a necessity.
Many men and women
have expressed a pro-
found understanding of
our humanity while
having remained vir-
gins. Great spiritual
writers and mystics
such as Sts. Teresa of
Avila, John of the Cross
and Frances de Sales
are but a few who
express an unrivalled
understanding of
human life and dignity.
I would also dare any-
one to show me how
their lives as celibates
and virgins had
deprived Pope John
Paul II or Mother
Teresa of a profound
understanding of hum-
anity. In fact, it is often
the virgin and the celi-
bate who understands
better than the rest of us
what true humanity is.

Finally, we get to the
real point that Ms.
Scrafield-Danby wants
to make. Her first half
of the article was, as I
said, a straw-man argu-

ment that she could set
up and dismantle so that
she could justify what
she really wanted to
criticize: Pope
Benedict’s stance on
condoms. Really, we
were set up so that we’d
buy her criticism of the
Pope without thinking
about it critically.

So, let’s ask a very
simple question. Is the
Pope right or wrong? Is
there any evidence or
scholarly secular sup-
port for the Holy
Father’s position?

A 2002 Report by
USAID entitled “What
happened in Uganda”
explains in detail the
factors that contributed
to the decrease of AIDS
infection rates from a
high of 15% in 1991 to
5% in 2001. The key
contributing factors
were the emphasis on
abstinence and fidelity
rather than condoms
(though they were cer-
tainly available).
Naturally there are
many alternate sugges-
tions to explain this
decrease but the report
deals with them and
space prevents me from
elaborating.

In Botswana the
abstinence program was
all but abandoned in
1993 and the focus was
directed towards con-
doms. According to the
secular AIDS charity
AVERT, “Successful
social marketing and
subsidisation have sub-
stantially increased
condom use in
Botswana. Population
Services International
(PSI) has helped to pro-
mote the ‘Lovers Plus’
condom since 1993 and
the ‘Care’ female con-
dom since 2002. One of
PSI’s key strategies for
marketing condoms has
been peer education,
which has been con-
ducted in a variety of
settings such as fairs
and festivals, shopping
malls, workplaces and
bars.”

AVERT continues:
“In 2003 the
Government of
Botswana, with funding
and technical support
from ACHAP, launched
an extensive condom

distribution and market-
ing campaign, provid-
ing for the installation
of 10,500 condom dis-
pensers in traditional
and non-traditional out-
lets throughout the
country. Millions of
condoms have been
procured for free distri-
bution.”

The emphasis on
condoms has seen the
infection rate in
Botswana go from 13%
in 1995 to 24% in 2008.
Enough said. 

Does the Pope have
any support from secu-
lar experts? 

Edward C. Green,
director of the AIDS
Prevention Research
Project at the Harvard
Center for Population
and Development
Studies seems to be one
such supporter. In an
interview with National
Review Online on
March 19, 2009, fol-
lowing comments made
by Pope Benedict
regarding the ineffec-
tiveness of condoms,
Green stated that “The
pope is correct or to put
it a better way, the best
evidence we have sup-
ports the pope’s com-
ments.” He stresses that
“condoms have been
proven to not be effec-
tive at the ‘level of pop-
ulation.’”

As I said at the out-
set, Ms. Scrafield-
Danby is certainly enti-
tled to her opinion, but I
hope it has been made
evidently clear that her
opinion is based more
on ideological bias than
it is on logical and fac-
tual reasoning. Her
argumentation is
flawed, relying as it
does on logical falla-
cies, her theological
(dogmatic) understand-
ing of God is erroneous,
her scriptural interpre-
tation is too simplistic
and her criticism of
Pope Benedict’s posi-
tion is refuted by statis-
tical data and expert
opinion. 

Ms. Scrafield-Danby
is right, it is “Time to
admit fallability”. Hers.

Dennis Buonafede ,
B.A., S.T.B., B.Ed.,

M.Div.
Brampton

Column on papal infallibility said fallacious
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DUFFERIN AREA

Church Directory

BROADWAY TABERNACLE
Lead Pastor: Paul Carroll

Sunday Services 10:00 a.m., Bible Study 5 p.m., 

Young Adults Service 7:11 pm 

Programs for all ages
Broadway welcomes you!

Located: 1/4 kilometre West of C-Line, Orangeville
519-941-3981       www.broadwaytab.com 

COVENANT
ALLIANCE CHURCH
www.TheHeartofOrangeville.com

Worshipping every 
Sunday @ 10:30 a.m.

3 Zina St., on the corner
of First and Zina!

519-941-2707

ST. PAUL’S 
ANGLICAN CHURCH

312 Owen Sound St., Shelburne         925-2923

Pastor: Rev. Susan D. Wilson

Sunday, November 1 - 10:30 a.m.

CHRIST
CHURCH
WHITFIELD

Centre Rd. & Dufferin 17  
925-2923

All welcome to a Traditional 

Anglican service in a small, friendly

country church.

Sunday, November 1 
at 8:00 am

BAPTIST
FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST

CHURCH OF GRAND VALLEY

152 Main Street North 928-5658
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

for all ages
11:00 a.m. Worship Service

Wednesdays, 7 p.m. 
Prayer Meeting

CANADIAN

REFORMED CHURCH
55 C Line , Orangeville

Minister: Rev. Eric Kampen

Family Worship:

Sundays at 10 am and 2:30 pm

Come and Experience 
a Worship Service

Wheelchair Accessible 

Nursery Available

Web: www.orangeville.canrc.org

"Voice of the Church" Sundays @

7:05 - 7:20 a.m. on FM 106.1

DUFFERIN COUNTY
CHRISTADELPHIANS

10th Line Amaranth
Contact: Chris (925-2236) 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School

* Sunday 6:00 p.m. Bible Talk
* Wednesday 7:30 p.m. Bible Study

* Friday 7:45 p.m. Youth Group
* Please call to verify location!

• No Collection • Free Literature
• Refreshments

• All are welcome!

REFORMED
CHRISTIAN

REFORMED CHURCH
50 Blind Line, Orangeville

941-6401
10 a.m. and 7 p.m. Sundays

Pastor Roger Gelwicks
Nursery facilities available
Also Women’s Bible Study -

Coffee Break
Men’s Life Bible Study

Friendship Series for Mentally
Challenged Adults; other activities

for all ages

Listen to:THE BACK TO
GOD HOUR Hamilton CHEM

1280 on AM Dial
7:30 Sunday Morning

ROMAN CATHOLIC
ST. TIMOTHY CHURCH

Corner of Centre St. & 
Dawson Rd., Orangeville
Pastor: Fr. Paul Dobson

Pastoral Assistant: 
Mary Chiasson
Youth Minister: 

John MacMullen
WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 9 & 11 a.m. with

Children’s Liturgy
LIFETEEN Mass First, Third

& Fifth Sundays of the month
Reconciliation: Sat. 4:15-4:45

Weekday Masses:
Tues., Wed., 7 p.m.,
Thurs., Fri., 9 a.m

ST. JOHN’S
CHURCH
923-2042
MASSES: 

Saturday, Dundalk
5 p.m.

Sunday - Melancthon,
9:30 a.m.

(North on Hwy 10 to
280 Sideroad, 
Melancthon)

Proton 11:15 Sunday

HOCKLEY VALLEY BIBLE CHAPEL
SUNDAY SERVICES

10:30 a.m. Family Worship, Sunday School 
Hockley Road (between 2nd & 3rd Line, Mono)

Office 942-8200   Pastor Mark Condon

JEHOVAH JIREH
CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

“Preparing the Way of the Lord”
Hwy. #10, 3 km south of Orangeville

Sundays @ 10 a.m.  Wednesdays @ 7:30 p.m. 
Pastor: Rev. Carol McLean 942-2338

Everyone is Welcome!
www.jjcm.ca

Grand Valley Branch - Mill Street, Grand Valley
Pastor: Elder Del Franks

Church phone: 928-3020       Pastor’s phone: 940-8660
9:45 a.m. - Adult and Children’s Church School

11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Shelburne (Reddickville) Branch - Pastor: Bill Arnold

519-925-2796

WESTMINSTER UNITED CHURCH
247 Broadway, Orangeville 941-0381

Rev. Sandra McLauchlan-Abuja

Worship Service, Sunday School Classes, 

10:30 a.m.

www.westminsterorangeville.ca

“Westminster United Church; Seeking and Sharing the Love of God”

New Hope
Community

Church
690 Riddell
Orangeville

943-1203

Worship Service 

Sunday 10:30 a.m.

Majors David  and

Donna Kennedy

ABIDING PLACE MINISTRIES
A Church with a Difference, making a Difference

Auditorium, Dufferin Oaks, Shelburne
“C” Door off Centre Street

Sunday Services - 10 a.m. & Children’s Church
Bible Study & Prayer - Wed. 7 p.m. @ Pastor’s Home

Pastor Rev. Gord Horsley (519) 925-3651

Come and be blessed, all are welcome!

BETHEL BIBLE CHAPEL
419 Main Street East, Shelburne

Sunday Services –  9:30 a.m. Lord’s Supper 
10:45 am Family Bible Hour, Sunday School

Chapel - 519-925-3910 or 519-925-0541
www.bethelshelburne.com All Welcome

FAITH FELLOWSHIP
SUNDAY: Service 11:00 a.m., Last Sunday Evening monthly -

Family Night -  6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY: Home Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. Call for Location.

Hwy. #9 East of Hwy. #10, Orangeville

(beside Toyota Dealership)

Pastor: Dan Welwood

Church Office: 942-4414

Affiliated with the Independent Assemblies of God International

ORANGEVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH
Corner of Hwy.10 and Hockley Rd.

Sunday Worship Services at 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.

   There’s a place for you and your family at OBC.
Come join us!

For info about programs for children, students, and adults,

visit www.orangevillebaptist.com or call 519.941.4790.

TRINITYTRINITY UNITED CHURCHUNITED CHURCH
11 am Service with Rev. Edward Bellsmith

Nursery, Sunday School & Teen Group

Music, Social events & Outreach

200 Owen Sound St., Shelburne 925-2233

www.wondercafe.ca/churches/trinity-united-church

trintyunitedchurch@bellnet.ca

St. JOHN’S CHURCH
3907 Highway 9 Caledon, ON 519-941-1950  519-941-5817 (f)

anglican@bellnet.ca www.stjohnshwy9caledon.ca

Just east of Orangeville

Every Sunday morning

9 a.m. Church Lite: all ages worship

9:45 a.m. Café St. Jean: Coffee & Breakfast - 

Veggie Tales Sunday School

11 a.m. Anglican Classic Choral Eucharist

ST. MARK’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
5 FIRST AVENUE, ORANGEVILLE

519-941-0640
FIND OUT MORE AT www.saintmark.ca

WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US!
November 1 - All Saint’s Day
8:30 a.m. Traditional Service

10 a.m. Contemporary Service with Hymns
(Sunday School and Nursery)

Rector: The Venerable Peter Scott  

Organist: Pam Claridge

Camilla-Laurel-
Mono Centre Pastoral Charge

Sunday, November 1 - Laurel United

Sunday, November 8 - Mono Centre -

Remembrance Day Service

Sunday,November 15 - St.Andrew’s,

Camilla

Sunday, November 22 - Laurel United

Sunday, November 29 - Burn’s Unit-

ed, Mono Centre

All Services @ 10:30 a.m.
Minister: The Reverend Don Nash

519-941-0972

GETTING READY TO LEARN
FAIR AND KINDERGARTEN

REGISTRATION
2010-11 School Year

GETTING READY TO LEARN FAIR
AND KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

Wednesday November 4
Hyland Heights Elementary School

4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Come and learn about your child’s school and local community

services that support children and families and register your child for
JUNIOR KINDERGARTEN

Children four years old on or before December 31, 2010 (born in 2006)
SENIOR  KINDERGARTEN

Children who have not attended Junior Kindergarten. Five years old on
or before December 31, 2010 (born in 2005)

Children must be eligible to attend
PRIMROSE, CENTENNIAL HYLANDS OR HYLAND HEIGHTS

Elementary Schools
FRENCH IMMERSION JK AND SK

Children will attend Princess Elizabeth Public School (Orangeville)

To register your child you need to bring:
Proof of child’s age (birth or baptismal certificate, birth registration

form). immunization record, any custody order documents

For more information about Kindergarten registration and the
Getting Ready to Learn Fair, call your local school:

Primrose - 519-925-3939  Hyland Heights - 519-925-3745
Centennial Hylands 519-925-2142

For information on school attendance areas call 519-824-4119 or
www.findmyschool.ca

UPPER GRAND DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD


