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‘Children Remember’ next Wednesday

By CONSTANCE
SCRAFIELD-DANBY

Columnist

The group of 17 chil-
dren performing the con-

cert “Children
Remember” are doing
three shows next

Wednesday, November 11,
at Theatre Orangeville, of
which only one is open to
the public. (The other two
are fully booked with
school groups.)

I went to a rehearsal to
listen to the kids with the
Theatre Orangeville
Academy Musical
Theatre, getting ready for
those three productions. In
addition, I had some ques-
tions I wanted to ask them
about the whole business
of remembrance.

Arriving in a bit early,
found Anne Reid, the

organiser and director of
the event, on her own,
which gave me the chance
to chat to her first.

Already the
author/director of two
fairy tale productions with
the  Musical Theatre
group, Anne has taken on
the task of putting together
music, words and poetry
for this production.

She has hunted far and
wide for just the right
pieces to portray the
themes of remembrance,
hope and Flanders Field.
She has designed it so that
there is an interweaving of
music with dialogue.

The poetry comes from
a collection of writings
from children in the for-
mer Yugoslavia, who suf-
fered through their own
times of war.

Soon, the young people

had filtered in — 17 of
them, aged 10 to 14 years.
Anne gave me the floor
and I took the moment to
ask why they answered the
advertisement Anne put in
the paper to recruit per-
formers for the project. All
of them said they loved to
sing and perform. Many
mentioned that they had
worked with Anne before.

But what about the sub-

ject matter this time, I
wanted to know. What did
it mean to them? I asked
them first which of them
now wanted to help
change things, who had it
in mind to make a differ-
ence with their lives in the
future. One hand went up.

Change tactics.
Encouraged by more ques-
tions and prodding, they
began to talk about their
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the process. Is that what
$42 billion in health care
buys Ontarians: access for
the rich and long lines for
everyone else?”

Premier McGuinty
replied: “ 1 think we
should take advantage of
as many pathways as we
can get our hands on when
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it comes to delivering the
vaccine to as many as we
can, as quickly as we can.”

Orangeville resident
Ellen Pawekiw expressed
her anger in a letter to
Progressive Conservative
MPP Sylvia Jones.

“I would like to know
why my step mother who
is a renal transplant recipi-
ent (a high risk patient)
cannot get timely access to
the vaccine through her
transplant clinic at a public
hospital or her doctor’s
office, while patients who
pay through a private clin-
ic can get access,” she
wrote. “It seems to me that
the preventable deaths Dr.
Aw speaks of are for
patients who can afford to
pay. What about those who
can’t pay?

“Are our public repre-
sentatives really prepared
to debate and play on the
slippery slope of two-
tiered health care during
this crisis? I think provid-
ing MEDCAN with vac-
cine from the public sup-
ply, when so many in need
are being turned away —
is unconscionable.”

—thess!

budding knowledge of
how war affected not only
soldiers but the innocent
as well: the children, their
mothers and other mem-
bers of their families who
were not involved in the
actual fighting.

Here are some quotes:

“I learned how lucky
we are to be here.”

“We want those chil-
dren to know that we
remember them even
though it was a long time

now,

today,

we’re thinking of those
children where there’s still
war, but far away from
here.”

“I knew about the wars
but I didn’t know the
details.”

Most of them have rela-
tives who fought during
one of the wars in the last
60 years. Most now under-
stand the loss of a loved
one in battle, having spo-
ken to the ones left behind.

“I’'m starting to under-
stand how bad war is.”

“I might be more inter-

ested in what’s in the
newspapers now.”

It was time for me to
relinquish them back to
their director but I had one
more question, a repeat
question.

“How many of you
think you want to make a
difference — to help bring
an end to war?”

Every hand went up.

While the first two con-
certs on November 11 are
for school groups, be sure
to attend the evening per-
formance.
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The kids know why
they are there. They
understand, as much as
they can, what their mes-
sage is.

The public performance
takes place at 7:00 p.m.
Tickets can be reserved
but payment is by dona-
tion, which funds go to the
Legion, Col. Fitzgerald,
Branch 233, to support
their annual public speak-
ing contest. Ticket reser-
vations  through the
Theatre Orangeville Box
Office.
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