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Famed tenor loves life in south Dufferin

By WES KELLER

Freelance Reporter

Tenor Mark Dubois has
performed “in every major
city in the world” in his
37-year professional
career, for audiences of as
many as 45,000, but he
still ranks the
Orangeville/Hockley area
as among the greatest of
all places to be.

He doesn’t say that to
win popularity. The versa-
tile soloist has already
won that globally. Mr.
Dubois has demonstrated
his love for the area by
choosing to live here, by
supporting the community
and the arts, by perform-
ing locally, and by nurtur-
ing a few gifted young

singers, other
things.

“This is God’s coun-
try,” he says. “Why do you
need the city when you
have an artistic communi-
ty with an airport just 40
minutes away? We have
got to celebrate what we
have (here). And the youth
programs are just incredi-
ble.”

When he appears on the
Theatre Orangeville stage
on Saturday, Nov. 13, Mr.
Dubois will bring with
him the “Mark Dubois
Studio Singers,” the “very
special” gifted kids he’s
training. Among those, his
own son, age 7, seems
headed for a professional
vocal career in his father’s
footsteps — and, in fact — is

among

soon to make a profession-
al appearance despite his
tender age — and then
there’s the especially tal-
ented Julia Obermeyer, 17,
whose name is bound to be
famous one day, according
to Mr. Dubois.

While touring, Mr.
Dubois says he has to be
selective when choosing
his studio singers. “They
have to be gifted.” Given
time constraints, he says
he cannot work with more
than about a dozen at any
given time.

Although nurturing the
singers to professional
standards, Mr. Dubois
isn’t necessarily prescrib-
ing big-time professional
careers - at least not with-
out pointing out the price

of touring globally.

On a local and personal
level, it’s difficult to fath-
om how Mr. Dubois feels
about his seven-year-old
son’s professional appear-
ance at Roy Thomson
Hall.

“There’s a big differ-
ence between (appearing
in front of) 400 at
Orangeville and 3,600 at
the Roy Thomson or
45,000 at the Olympic
Stadium in Montreal.”

And there’s a big differ-
ence between appearing
close to home and touring
foreign cities. “It’s weeks,
months in other countries.
It’s coming home to a
room after a show and
finding no one there. All
those people (crowding

around seeking auto-
graphs, and then you come
home to an empty room).”

He said the professional
touring career is “not all
glitz and glamour as some
stars would make it out to
be.” Yet one senses that
Mr. Dubois, in the bal-
ance, has enjoyed his 37-
year career. And now, says
he, “I'm riding the wave
of giving back to the com-
munity. Theatre
Orangeville is the most
important artistic centre
around here. I just want to
(use) what talents I have
so people will benefit from
it.”

The Nov. 13 Dubois
appearance is part of this
year’s Orangeville
Concert Association’s per-

formance season.

Last month, the associ-
ation featured the Cecilia
String Quartet. Coming
up, there’s Joe Sealy and
the Jazzbirds in February,
and the Elmer Iseler
Singers in March.

Mr. Dubois will be in
Orangeville  for  the
Olympic Torch relay, and
then he flies to Victoria to
follow the torch. The
events will be nationally
televised.

On New Year’s Eve,
he’s performing with the
Victoria Symphony and its
gala.

In Hockley, you might
otherwise find him at the
tiny United Church where
he instructs his Studio
Singers.
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Photo DAN PELTON
THE ORANGEVILLE COMMUNITY BAND,
along with others, played music and spoke words
of tribute Sunday at the New Hope Community
Church. It was the evening of the Remembrance
Concert.

[
F

Santa’s
Coming to
Town and
So Should

You!!

Remembrance Day
November 11"
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The hardest substance
known to man.
Now, not so hard to buy.

December 10" or 17"

20% off

Any Sized Ad

Reg. Rate .92¢ a Line

Christmas Greeting
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AM. KORSTEN December 24" Issue SN B Reservations Welcome
JEWELLERS INC. 2 column x 50 line (2.9” x 3.5”) $72.00 B 15393 Airport Road
163 Broadway, Orangeville (at A””"C" ;;é’(ﬁ) ’I’I”sgﬁ Roads)

For more info and to book your ads call us at 519-941-2230

519.941.1707 www.korstenjewellers.com
10 First Street, Orangeville 519-941-2230 Fax 519-941-9361

www.thenationaldiamondstore.com

905-584-4766

mail@citizen.on.ca

Skating Dresses
Skirts, Tights
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The Home Shop

Cordially invites you to our

* | Christmas Open House
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Come Test Drive A MAHINDRA today at:

ISLANDVIEW FARM EQUIPMENT

633520 HWY. 10, R.R.4 519.941.9098
ORANGEVILLE, ONTARIO  TOLL FREE: 1-866-892-8452
www.islandviewfarmequipment.com

113 Broadway next to clock
519.941.8733

e ¥ Event Highlights:
- Delectable Cuisine catered by

Bluebird Café
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sons’ Florist

f ine (At William Street), Orangeville

Unveiling of our Christmas Collection
Shop & Save 10% off

Storewide Savings
Save 10% off in-stock merchandise
Excludes Lampe Berger
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520 Riddel 1, Orangeville . Www.parsonsilorist.com
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Experience Christmas the old fashioned way Make sure you
287 King Street South have the rlght
| Soisrasos Insurance.

www.kingsmeresuites.ca Auto * Homeowner’s * Renter’s
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This Christmas season choose your gift

g . Services
b, . from Klng Smere o000 Serving, supporting and protecting our community since 1932
Reserve your suite before December 31+, 2009 .
and enjoy 2009 Opening Rates until 2012!* Orange]\?i(;i(ezsooli 11191\‘/[;,“232
. .
o Phone: 519-941-1500

¥

A part of the fﬁ.;ﬂr&%l community,

Move in by December 31* 2009, and receive

12 months’ accommodation for the price of 9!*
*Some conditions apply, call Alison for details.

Fax: 519-941-7725
Toll Free 1-888-647-7683
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