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More charges against alleged stabber

By DAN PELTON
Staff Reporter

A suspect already in
custody for the brutal July
11 attack on an
Orangeville woman has
been charged in a separate
incident, which occurred
in Toronto’s west end in
May.

Robert Francis
Richards, 42, was arrested
November 17 at the
Maplehurst Correctional
Complex in Milton and
charged with attempted

murder, aggravated
assault, assault with a
weapon, choking and

forcible confinement.

According to a release
from the Toronto Police
holdup squad, a male sus-
pect entered a Toronto
flower shop on the morn-
ing of May 28.

The suspect approached
the victim and grabbed her
in a headlock, making a
demand for cash. The vic-
tim complied.

Police said the suspect
then wrapped computer

cables around the victim’s
neck in an attempt to stran-
gle her.

A struggle ensued and
the suspect stabbed the
victim in the face with a
knife.

The victim was able to
break free and made good
her escape.

The victim sustained
minor injuries and was
transported by an emer-
gency medical team to
hospital, where she was
treated and released.

The same suspect was
arrested in Brampton July
13, two days after Lenore
Wirtz of Orangeville was
attacked at her place of
employment, Creek Side
Clothing Company, on
July 11.

Her assailant repeatedly
stabbed her, puncturing her
lungs and liver and nearly
severing her left hand.

The  suspect  was
charged with attempted
murder and later with other
charges, including chok-
ing, assault with a weapon,
aggravated and sexual

FIN

assault, forcible confine-
ment and theft over
$5,000.

Detectives investigating
the Toronto attack, along
with Orangeville police
and OPP, noted the simi-
larities between it and the
horrifying Creek Side inci-
dent.

“Both cases involved
women working alone in a

23,000 inoculated at

By WES KELLER

Freelance Reporter

As of Tuesday, the
Wellington Dufferin
Guelph Health Unit had
vaccinated about 23,000
residents against the HIN1
virus without any serious
side effects, an official said
Wednesday.

The official admitted
there had been some
adverse reactions — such
as persons fainting because
they hadn’t eaten, or
because of the heat or
stress of having a needle

store,” said Orangeville
Police Chief Joe Tomei.
“The attacks were coward-
ly and unprovoked in both
incidents.”

Further investigation
led to the arrest of the
accused at Maplehurst by
Holdup Squad Detective
Nunzio Tranontozzi.
Describing Robert
Richards as “a violent man

— “but nothing of the ana-
phylactic reaction that we
would worry about.”

The total numbers had-
n’t been broken down into
age categories, although
the health unit had been to
the high schools and had
encouraged parents to have
their elementary school
children vaccinated.

It was estimated, how-
ever, that 20-25 per cent of
the secondary students had
received their shots.

But that would be a dif-
ficult statistic to assess as
some of the kids had gone

who didn’t seem to have a
care for anything or any-
body,” Det. Tranontozzi
said the accused was “flip-
pant and smirking” at the
time of his arrest.

The investigation con-
tinues, with Chief Tomei
saying “no stone will be
left unturned” as police
probe unsolved cases with
similar chains of events.

flu clinics

to the regular clinics out-
side of school when those
had been opened to the
general public.

Prior to the inoculation
program, there had been
three deaths from all types
of influenza within the
health unit’s area.

The official knew of
none since the start of the
program, and certainly not
within the past week, she
said.

Whether there had been
hospital admissions recent-
ly could not be immediate-
ly determined.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Christine Magee, president of Sleep Country
Canada, responds to a question from the audience Wednesday after
addressing the monthly meeting of Dufferin Women in Business, held at
the Orangeville Agricultural Centre.
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CHECK OUT EXCLUSIVE HOME HARDWARE PRODUCTS

SEISSURS
b PLUS

Ultra Sharp Scissors
Bottle Opener
Nutcracker

Wire Stripper

Wire Cutter

Gripper

AL

THUMB SAVER

HOBDER

The Safe Way to
Drive Nails

* Self adjusting/Sizing
¢ |deal for hard to

reach areas
* Pick up nails

2 Different pliers in one, 18 multi
function tools in all, stainless steel
construction, spring loaded jaws,
belt pouch included

Dual Blade
Package
Opener

Opens stubborn
plastic packages,
pill containers,

ANYIL
G

Great for cutting
PEX and flexible
poly pipe, leather,
rope, wood trim,
plastic, auto trim &
rubber, industrial
rated razor sharp
blade, safety lock.

3-Piece
Knife Set
With Block

Made of chrome
molybdenum vanadium german
steel that retains an
ultra sharp edge. NSF APPROVED.
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EMERGENGHY
I GHI

3 Hours of unplugged usage, light
turns on when power goes off,
night light with automatic
on/off sensor

147

PLUS

Ultra Sharp
Knife

With cutting
board, great for
4124-185

pinpoint
marker, easy
read
magnifier, LED
light, shock
absorber
blade return,
magnetic tip.
17 x 25’

P

AYUTY

Self adjusting
locking pliers,
one hand lock
on self
adjusts
instantly to
multiple sizes,
adjustable
grip pressure,
quick release
10” x 6”

o

LG

1132-055

f

GRIINE
Hammer
Pliers
Bender
Cutter

Twister

Wrench

Height pressure precision cast
chrome vanadium solid steel
construction.

1y

1030-350

s1 997 tchens,
FLIP

camping,
minibars,
barbeques
A
G
As Seen
onTV

4 Functions,
forged chrome
nickel jaws,
comfortable
ergonomic grips,
spring loaded

130

1132-214

AYTO-
LOBIK
2-Piece Set

W Self Adjusting
Groove Joint
Pliers

One hand lock on self adjusts instantly
to multiple sizes, adjustable grip
pressure, quick release
0” and 6”

%

1132-705
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B utility Knife
&
Wire

Stripper

Spring loaded stripper, cutter and
crimper, 5 long lasting easier

cutting serrated
blades.

Rated #1

for performance.
1034-165

GIVE THE PERFECT

- GIFT

A Herrs Swimey o e n——n

For the person
who has everything
Gift Card Features and Benefits

* Allows family and friends
to get what they want
¢ Available from $5 to $3,000
* Reloadable
* Great to use as a project card
* Takes the guess work out of giving
* Never expires

MFINES

HOME HARDWARE & BUILDING CENTRE
725 Steeles St., Shelburne

519-925-3991
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1-800-267-4637

Sale Ends December 24, 2009

PRICEMATCHPROMISE

We will gladly match any advertised local

competitor’s price on an identical in-stock item.

CLEARANCE CENTRE

Mon.-Wed.
Thurs. & Fri. 7 am -9 pm

7 am - 6 pm

Saturday 8 am - 6 pm
Sunday 9am-5pm

OPEN $Sat. & Sun.

www.fineshh.com




