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By DAN PELTON

Staff Reporter

To cope with a provin-
cial government that
maintains its demands
while withdrawing finan-
cial support, Dufferin
Child and Family Services
(DCAFS) is seeking ways
to cut costs without com-
promising the services it
provides for children and
families in crisis.

Meanwhile, Dufferin-
Caledon MPP Sylvia
Jones has challenged
Premier Dalton McGuinty
to “take responsibility for
the $67 million budget cut
to Ontario’s Children’s
Aid Societies.”

In a press release, Ms.
Jones said DCAFS “was
handed a 17.1% cut
halfway through their fis-
cal year.”

In a prior interview, the
Progressive
Conservatives’ communi-
ty and social services crit-
ic said the Children’s Aid
programs “are programs
that you just can’t say you
are not going to have any
more. The children’s aid
societies do not have suffi-
cient funds. The govern-
ment should offer the extra
funds for them to fulfill
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Switch your chequing account
to TD Canada Trust and experience
the comfort of up to $250 cash.

HIGHEST

IN CUSTOMER
SATISFACTION

There are so many reasons to switch to TD Canada Trust. You can switch for branches that
are open earlier, open later, and open longer. You can switch for convenient branch
locations — over 1,100 of them. You can switch to the bank that's been ranked “Highest in
Customer Satisfaction by J.D. Power and Associates among the Big Five Retail Banks:'?
You can also switch to a bank that has Small Business Banking Specialists to give you the
advice you need. And right now, you can switch for up to $250 cash —just a little help from
TD Canada Trust. It all adds up to one thing: getting your banking going in the right direction.

100 Main St.
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Banking can be this comfortable

! Conditions apply. See us for details. Offer ends December 31, 2009 but may be changed, extended or withdrawn at any time without notice.
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Dental Care

4 Sensitive to her feelings.

AtFifth Avenue Dental, we know how to take care of
your kids. With incentives like reasure chest rewards
and the Cavity Free Club, kids know that a trip to

Fifth Avenue is fun, from the very first visit on.

Rest assured. She's in good hands.

CALL TODAY!

941-5801

their mandate or change
their mandate.”

DCAFS is one of 36
children’s aid agencies
across the province that
have filed for a Section 14
review, which means it
hasn’t been able to balance
its mandate to protect chil-
dren with the funding
received from the
province. The DCAFS is
projecting a $1.1 million
deficit for its current fiscal
year, which ends Dec. 31.

DCAFS executive
director Trish Keachie is
not anxious, however, to

see the mandate change.
She has said that reforms
under the Liberals’ Child
Welfare Transformation,
put forth in 2004, have had
positive results.

The number of children
admitted into the care of
children’s aid societies has
decreased by 18 per cent,
she pointed out, while
there have been five per
cent fewer children in care
overall. As well, adop-
tions have increased 29
per cent.

“For the most part, we
do not want the mandate
changed,” Ms. Keachie
said in an interview.

“There is a strong general
agreement

that  the
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Jones blasts children’s, budget cuts

changes have been very
positive.”

Ms. Jones, suggested
such gains might be in
jeopardy.

“Front-line care work-
ers have already been
given layoff notices,” she
said in her release.
“Children’s aid societies
have a legislated responsi-
bility to provide front-line
care for the most vulnera-
ble children in this
province, and a reduction
in staff will inevitably put
more children in harm’s
way.”

In an effort to reduce
the deficit, DCAFS has
made some staff changes.
Ms. Keachie says the
agency has taken advan-
tage of resignations or
leaves that have reduced
costs without affecting
direct services. “And we
have trimmed our budget
in other areas where we
can.”

In a symbolic gesture to
draw attention to the
McGuinty government’s
funding cuts, all manage-
ment and unionized staff
at Children’s Aid Societies
and children’s mental
health agencies across
Ontario wore blue ribbons
last Friday.

“Ontario families have
a right to be concerned,”
said Ms. Jones. “Who is
going to be there to answer
the phone when an at-risk
child needs help? How
much longer is it going to

take for a worker who now
has a heavier caseload to
get to the home of a child
in need? I do not believe
Premier McGuinty has
thought about the reper-
cussions budget cuts and
forced layoffs will have
for vulnerable children in
Ontario.”

Two dead in
head-on crash
north of
Shelburne

A head-on collision on
Highway 10 near
Corbetton Tuesday night
took two lives.

Officers of Dufferin
OPP detachment report
that the crash at about 8
p-m. occurred when a
southbound vehicle veered
into the northbound lane.

As a result of the crash
five people were transport-
ed by ambulance to hospi-
tals in Orangeville and
Markdale. Two passen-
gers in the southbound car,
a one-year-old baby girl
and her mother, died from
their injuries. Police say
the baby’s father was the
driver and was being treat-
ed in hospital “for non
life-threatening injuries.”

The two occupants of
the northbound car are
also being treated for non
life threatening injuries.

Names of the deceased
were being withheld until
next of kin have been noti-
fied.
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Just 15 minutes from Orangeville

Meet With Laura
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Have Laura create a custom
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OPEN UNTIL 11 PM

Join us for the fun & savings
Amazing in-store specials from 6 pm to 11 pm
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YOUR ALL CANADIAN FAMILY DISCOUNT STORE®

FREE treats throughout the evening
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