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nine people, that there is
an outside cook hut, an out-
house, a few chickens and a
goat. The Priest answers,
“Take your goat into the room
with you.” The man in uncon-
vinced, but the Priest insists.
“Do as I say and come back in
a week.”

A week later the man
comes back looking more dis-
traught than before. “We can-
not stand it,” he tells the
Priest. “The goat is filthy.”
The Priest then tells him, “Go
home and let the goat out.
And come back in a week.” A
radiant man returns to the
Priest a week later, exclaim-
ing, “Life is beautiful. We

enjoy every minute of it now
that " there’s no goat — only
the nine of us.”

It's all relative; what we

thought was unbearable is
now bearable because our
perspective has  changed.
We've all had difficult times
and we often discover that it
could be worse. Often when I
visit people it usually those in
the most desperate circum-
stances, I hear say that there is
someone worse off than them.
I don’'t know what the psy-
chology is behind this, but I
think what we are thinking
when we say this is that when
we share our misery with oth-
ers we find out that there they
have similar or worse experi-
ences. That is the advantage of
community, of journeying
together. If is also the advan-
tage of faith; that God has
shared in our pain and suffer-
ing in Christ and continues to
do'so. It is in that sharing that
we gain solace and strength
and that is a message to be
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At the end of the reading
we hear that “the shepherds
returned, lorifyin, and
Eraising God for all they had

eard and seen, as it had been

told them.” (Luke 2:20). The
only way that the story is
passed on is by telling it;
telling it here and telling it
through how we live our
lives.  God chose to be
“Emmanuel” - which means
God with us.

Here's an illustration that T
think exemplifies the power
of that message very well. An
ancient land was once ruled
by a wise and beloved King
who cared greatly for his peo-
ple and desired only what
was best for them. He was
very Eenerous and would
often bestow gifts upon his
subjects from time to time
without notice and seemingly
without earning them. One
day he disguised himself as a
poor man and went to visit
the public baths. The water for
the baths was heated by a fur-
nace in the cellar, so the Kin.
made his way to the dar
place to sit with the man who
tended the fire. The two men
shared the coarse food the
worker had to eat, and the
King befriended him in his
loneliness.

Day after day the ruler
went fo visit the man, dressed
as a poor man. The worker
became attached to this
stranger because he “came
where he was”. One day the
King revealed his true identi-
ty, and he expected the man to
ask him for a gift. Instead, he
looked long into his leader’s
face and with love and won-
der in his voice said, “You left
your palace and your glory to
sit with me in this dark place,
to eat my coarse food, and to
care about what happens to
me. On others you may
bestow rich gifts, but to me
you have given yourself!”

I recently heard Handel's
Messiah and in it at one point

Merry

Christmas!

Thank you to
all our
valued customers
JSor your patronage
through 2009.

We look forward to
seeing you in 2010!

the soprano sings, “If God be
for us, who can be against us”
(Romans 8:31)

This phrase, as with most
pieces in Messiah, is repeated
time and again, almost as if
the writer wanted to make
sure that we heard it, under-
stood it and lived it. The birth
of Jesus says that “God be for
us”.

When we leave whichever
shelter house of prayer we go
to, as the church is called in
our Celtic Service at St.
Mark’s, may we all go out giv-
ing thanks with that phrase in
our hearts and minds and
share it in all that we do and
say.

Merry  Christmas and
God’s Blessings to you and
yours this season.

The Venerable Peter Scott,
St. Mark’s Anglican Church,
Orangeville
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“I Still Believe”

In our household, each
December as we begin to
unpack the Christmas decora-
tions one of the first items to
be unpacked is the box of
Christmas videos and puz-
zles. In this box are Christmas
classics such as “The Grinch
Who Stole  Christmas,”
“Miracle on 34th Street” (in
black and white, of course),
and, Alastair Sims as Scrooge
in Dickens’” “A Christmas
Carol” (only in black and
white). Recently, to our box of
classic films, we added “The
Polar Express”. This is an ani-
mated film released in 2004
starring Tom Hanks in no less
than six roles. It has become a
family favourite.

It is an incredible film.
Besides the technically amaz-
ing animation, the script and
the story are truly wonderful.
The characters are mysteri-
ously familiar and oh so wise
and loveable. But what I love
most about this film is its invi-
tation to ponder about what
we believe and why it is that
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we believe.

Intentional or not, there are
echoes of John's version of the
story of Jesus running
throughout the film. Not so
much parallels in the narra-
tive of the stories but more in
the quest for truth, for under-
standing, for belief. There is
the sense of being drawn for-
ward, trustinﬁ, oping and
waiting for ‘the truth’ to be
revealed and understood.
There is companionship on
the journey, both guides and
fellow travellers on the way.
The whole film becomes a
kind of parable of belief.

For me, this is somethin:
quite different than the fai
we hear about in “Miracle on
34th Street” where faith is
‘believing in something when
your brain tells you not to.” It
is the kind of belief that
engages deeper in the heart
than logic or proof. Some say
‘seeing is believing.” In my
experience, it is my faith that
has enabled me to see, and so
for me ‘believing is seeing.’

There are some who think
that believing in God or Jesus
is just as foolish as believing
in Santa Claus. They will cite
historical fact and evidence
against it. There are some
who continue to attend
church ‘just to be on the safe
side,” but don’t really pursue
the questions in their heart.
And there are those who con-
tinue to wonder, to ponder, to
hope, to question, to search
for faith. At this most holy
and most wondrous time of
the year, I pray that you con-
tinue on the journey, that you
continue to ask questions, that
you continue to be open to the
possibilities that lay before

you.

When the Conductor on
the Polar Express says, “All
aboard,” the young boy at
first chooses not to %oar(}] the
train, he suddenly changes his
mind and runs to jump on,
and the journey of a lifetime
begins. = As the Conductor
says near the close of the film,
“One thing about trains, it
doesn’t matter where they’re
going, what matters is decid-
ing to get on.”

Jesus beckons his disciples
by saying, “Come and see.”
One of the places to explore
faith is at a local church. At
Christmas time there are spe-
cial services, many with spe-
cial intention towards visitors,
newcomers, and those who
continue to search for some
kind of faith connection. We
hope that you will feel wel-
come and that you will find
some companions for your
journey.

Christmas Eve services at
St. Paul’s, 312 Owen Sound
Street, are at 4:30pm and at
8:30pm. The earlier service is
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CHAPLAINS COMMISSIONED: Headwaters Health Care Centre’s volun-
teer chaplain commissioning service was held at Faith Community
Wesleyan Church in Orangeville. Back Row (left to right) Jane Adams,

Sharon Meredith, Mary T. Rose, Trish Spaulding (behind her is Nancy
Sinclair), Anita Rowland, Claudia Blackstock, Gillian Brown, Alan Brown,
Rev. Ron Pincoe, Chair of Pastoral Care Committee. Front Row (left to
right) Rev. Barbara Moulton, Co-ordinator of Pastoral Care, Vicki lvany,

Rosemary Lyons and Tracey Hand-Breckenridge.

intentionally child and family
friendly; the later service is a
more quiet and traditional
candlelight service. We also
gather ~ for worship on
Christmas Day at 10:30am.
The Reverend Susan D.
Wilson, St. Paul’s Anglican
Church, Shelburne
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What is Peace?

During the Christmas sea-
son the communication of
peace and good will is seen on
Christmas cards, expressed in
song and words, and demon-
strated at times in actions.

Jesus, the One whose birth
we celebrate is referred to as
the “Prince of Peace”. World
peace is often mentioned
when people are asked what
would they wish for if they
could have anything they
wanted. What do you picture
when you think of peace? Is it
a tranquil setting, or an
absence of strife?

Beit Kjos thought about
this and "in his book, “A
Wardrobe from the King” told
of a man who sought the per-
fect

picture of peace. He wrote,
“Not finding one that satis-
fied, he announced a contest
to produce this masterpiece.
The

challenge stirred the imag-
ination of artists everywhere
and paintings arrived from far
and wide. Finally the great
day of revelation arrived. The
judges uncovered one peace-
ful scene after another, while
the viewers clapped and
cheered.

The tensions grew. Onl
two pictures remained veiled.
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As ajudge pulled the cover
from one, a hush fell over the
crowd.A mirror-smooth lake
reflected lacy, green birches
under the soft blus});’l of the
evening sky. Along the grass
shore, § ﬂo}ék of sﬁeep ggrazeg
undisturbed. Surely this was
the winner.

The man with the vision
uncovered the second paint-
ing himself, and the crowd
gasped in surprise. Could this

e peace? A tumultuous
waterfall cascaded down a
rocky precipice; the crowd
could almost feel its cold, pen-
etrating spray. Stormy-gray
clouds threatened to explode
with lightning, wind and rain.
In the midst of the thundering
noises and bitter chill, a
spindly tree clung to the rocks
at the edge of the falls. One of
its branches reached out in
front of the torrential waters
as if foolishly seeking to expe-
rience its full power. A little
bird had built a nest in the
elbow of that branch. Content
and undisturbed in her
stormy surroundings, she

” Rowntree Appliance

rested on her eggs. With her
eyes closed and her wings
ready to cover her little ones,
she ‘manifested peace that
transcends all earthly tur-
moil.”

The image that is often pre-
sented at Christmas in the
Carols we sing and the stories
we tell continue to portray the
birth of Jesus as a festive,
peace filled time: silent nights,
manger scenes, animal petting
z00s near the baby, angels and
shepherds rejoicing  with
trumpets sounding, elegantly
dressed Kings with nicely
wrapped presents bowing
before Him. As the Prince of
Peace what kind of peace did
Jesus really come to bring?

Think ‘about the turmoil
that was caused when Joseph
heard the love of his life, his
fiancé, Mary was pregnant
and he knew he had nothing
to do with that fact. He was
forced to deal with the disap-
pointment and shame the
community would bring over

e Please turn to page A7
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Merry Christmas

Happy New Year

From the Management &
Staff of J.S.T. Printing

Email: jstprinting@sympatico.ca

and

Tel. 519-941-1218
Fax. 519-941-6153

and

Merry Christmas

Happy New Year
From All of Us at
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holiday season filled with love =4
and plenty of Christmas spirit.
Thank you for your business and
friendship.
Charles & Susan

At this special time of year, each of us can do something to help
create a better world. May your charity and goodwill come back
to you tenfold!

We're grateful for the goodwill you’ve shown us as loyal
customers and friends. It’s been our pleasure to serve you. Please
accept our sincere best wishes for a very happy holiday season.

Orangeville Salt and Soil
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Here’s hoping you and your family enjoy a merry, old-fashioned Christmas.
May the spirit and traditions of the season fill your home with
an air of peace and love during this magical time of year.

With best wishes, we thank you for your continued
support and friendship through the years.

From Everyone at Rayburn Construction
\ FamiLy OWNED & OPERATED FOR OVER 42 YEARS j




