
While he may have
waited longer than antici-
pated, local businessman
Ken Filsinger still
received an early
Christmas present late last
week when his sign mak-
ing firm, Sign Needs, saw
its tax classification
changed from industrial to
commercial.

Mr. Filsinger had
appealed a decision by the
Municipal Property
Assessment Corporation
(MPAC) to change the
classification to industrial,

which would have seen the
taxes on the Centennial
Road location rise over
$4,000 annually, even
though competing sign
companies in the county
were paying commercial
rates.

He anticipated that,
with the new classifica-
tion, he would need close
to $100,000 of additional
business to cover the
increase.

He took his case to the
Assessment Review Board
(ARB) and had a hearing
in early June, with the
understanding that the
board would render a deci-

sion within 60 days. The
ordeal dragged on for six
months, but Mr. Filsinger
is nevertheless happy with
the decision and grateful
for the support he
received.

“This (industrial classi-
fication) was wrong from
the start,” said Mr.
Filsinger after hearing of
the decision. “It is meant
for large factories, not a
father/son operation like
this.

“I want to thank my
lawyer, Chris Scott, the
chamber of commerce, the
Town of Orangeville and
(Dufferin-Caledon MPP)
Sylvia Jones. They stuck
by me.”

The decision means

less money in the town’s
tax coffers, but all indica-
tions are that the town
could not be happier in
this case.

“The decision is good
news,” said Mayor Rob
Adams. “Taxation should
be a fair and reasonable
way for businesses to pay
for the services they
receive. No one should be
unfairly burdened by it.

“Small business is the
engine of our economy
and we should be doing
what we can to help it.”

Town tax collector
Debbie Goss said she was
relieved the decision went
in Mr. Filsinger’s favour. 

“I believe it is a prece-
dent for all future ARB

decisions in regards to tax
classifications.

With that in mind,
MPAC has 21 days to
appeal the latest ARB
decision.

Had the decision not
gone in its favour, Sign
Needs would have seen
the taxes on its Centennial
Road property go up to
$10,428.33 from
$6,064.68.

Sylvia Jones had met
with Mr. Filsinger and the
Greater Dufferin Area
Chamber of Commerce to
discuss the industrial clas-
sification under Section 6
of the Ontario Assessment
Act, which was the stick-
ing point in MPAC’s argu-
ment and the reason for
the classification change.

Ms. Jones wrote to
Minister Dwight Duncan
asking for a change to the
regulation to clarify the
industrial class definition
as recommended by the
Canadian Federation of
Independent Business, but
no action has been taken
as yet.

“We need to support
businesses and ensure they
are fairly assessed by
MPAC so they can com-
pete on a level playing
field,” Ms. Jones said.
“Small business operators
should not have to endure
months of legal wrangling
with multiple adjourn-
ments and delays.”

Saying she was “very
pleased for Ken,” she
added: 

It was his determination
and perseverance to see
this battle through to the
end and that made the dif-
ference.”
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HOME OF
THE WEEK!!

HOME PLAN OF THE WEEK
c/o Orangeville Citizen 
336 Columbia Street,

New Westminster, B.C.  V3L 1A6
OR SEE OUR WEB PAGE ORDER FORM ON

www.jenish.com
AND E-MAIL YOUR ORDER TO:

homeplans@jenish.com

WINDOWS/DOORS

DOUG’S DRYWALL
• Metal Framing
• Drywall Installation
• Machine Finishing
• Airless Spray Painting
• Decorative Ceilings & 

Acoustics
• Professionals

25 Years  Experience
CALL DOUG

1-519-371-0517
1-800-628-7386

QUALIFIED PROFESSIONALS
• Inground pool installations
• All work guaranteed
• Full line of chemicals

Mon.-Fri. 9am-6pm
Sat. 9am-5pm

308 Broadway Unit 4
Orangeville

519-942-2722

NEW WAVE POOL &
SPA SERVICES

Orangeville Home
Hardware Building

Centre
Your local supplier of Houseware
Products, Building Products, Paints,
Hardware, Tools and Fasteners, Flooring,
Electrical, Plumbing, Sporting Goods &
Seasonal Garden Centre.

60-4th Ave. 
Orangeville

519-941-5407

WEDELIVER

ALL-MONT LTD.
EST. 1982

Garage Doors and Electric Operators
Residential - Commercial 

Maintenance 
Free Doors

• Coach House
• Steel Insulated, 

R.16.04
• Steel Non-Insulated

Complete Line of Parts 

Visit our showroom
48 Centennial Rd., Unit 20

Orangeville, Ontario  L9W 3T4
519-942-1956

roofsbywelsh@sympatico.ca
• New & re-roofs

• Registered & insured business
• Insurance claims welcome

• Year round roofing
519-940-4025

cell 705-794-6939

PLUMBING REPAIRS

MANAX PLUMBING
& HEATING LTD.

Commercial • Industrial * Residential

EXCELLENT RATES-SAME DAY SERVICE
Licenced • Environment Canada Lic.

• Softeners & Filters • Water Purification
• Reverse Osmosis • Iron Removers

• UV Light Installations Bact Eliminators
• Drain Clearing - Septic Tank Locating

905-880-5900
1-888-349-7971 • 519-942-8147

www.purewatercanada.com
manaxplumbing@gmail.com

YOUR RENOVATION AND
HOME IMPROVEMENT

“EXPERTS!!”
Come

Visit our
Show
Room

21/2 miles
east of

Orangeville
on Hwy 9

David Young

941-3667

KITCHEN
Designs by Donna Irving
HEIRLOOM

351006 17th Line, RR#2 Orangeville Ont. L9W 2Y9

Phone 519-941-7684

heirloomkitchen@hotmail.com
We Can Handle All Your

Renovation Needs

ASK US ABOUT THE
“NEW”

HOME RENOVATION
TAX CREDIT

DON’T PAY FOR 6 MONTHS O.A.C

520 Riddell Rd., Unit 5, Orangeville
519-942-1568

Ask us about

$1000 ECO REBATE
$11500 ENBRIDGE REBATE

$12500 O P A
$75000 TAX RELIEF

PLAN NUMBER 5-3-639
STYLISH BUNGALOW

This stylish bungalow is considerably larger than it might
appear from the outside, offering a simple yet functional
design that provides everything for the today’s busy
family. Inside the covered entrance, the foyer is separated
from the living room by a half-wall, which expands the
feeling of space. The living room combines with the
dining room to make one large rectangular room the ideal
layout for entertaining. On the other side of the foyer,
french doors open to the den, with a built-in desk, which
could be put to any use that suits the family, from a home
office to a computer room. An archway frames the
entrance to the family area, at the rear of the house. The
kitchen has a generous amount of countertop space as well
as a central island with a raised eating bar. The breakfast
nook is attractively set into a bay window which
overlooks the large patio. The family room itself has a gas
fireplace and a door opening to the patio. On the other
side of the house, the master suite also is placed at the
rear, with its own access to the back garden. A large walk-
in closet and a five-piece en suite bathroom with a soaker
tub complete the master suite. Bedrooms two and three
share the centrally-placed main bathroom, next to the
laundry room and a linen cupboard. A second linen
cupboard in the main bathroom and a coat cupboard make
sure there is plenty of space for storage. The double
garage has a side door as well as access to the house
through the laundry room.

The house is finished in siding and shakes with stone
trim around the covered entrance, garage and front of the
house. The house is 55 feet wide and 56 feet deep with 2,
123 square feet of living space.

Plans for design 5-3-639 are available for $711 (set of
5), $796 (set of 8) and $850 for  a super set of 10. Please
add 5% G.S.T. or 13% H.S.T. (where applicable) to both
the plan price and Priority charges.

Our 41ST Edition of the Home Plan Catalogue
containing over 300 plans is available for $13.50
(includes taxes, postage and handling). Make all cheques
and money orders payable to "Home Plan of the Week"
and mail to:

INSTALLATION
SERVICE &
REPAIRS BY

building centre

Home 
hardware

BASEMENTS

FREE ESTIMATES

FOUNDATION REPAIR

Leaky Basement?

Call Chris
519-938-0539

All Types
of Renovations

Res.
Roofing

We Welcome New Patients. Open Evenings & Saturdays for your convenience.

Dr. T. Copeland
D.M.D.

Lite Hits.Lite Hits.
Orangeville Office

76 Broadway

Call John

519-942-8851

FM

The Flame is coming . . .

December 28, 2009
Tony Rose Memorial Sports Centre

Ceremony begins at 9:15 a.m.
Torch arrives at site at 10:27 a.m.

Torch arrives at Town Line

& Dawson Road at 10:06

a.m.

Pancake breakfast starts at

8 a.m.

Shuttles start at 7:15 a.m.

Free skating from 11:30

a.m. - 4 p.m.

Parking restrictions, road

closures in effect. For

parking, shuttle info visit

www.orangeville.ca

Dec. 28, 2009 -- 9:15 a.m.

Tony Rose Sports Centre

FIRST NIGHT CELEBRATION
Ring in the New Year at the Town of Orangeville’s free annual First Night

Celebration on December 31 at the Orangeville Fairgrounds.

Starting at 6 p.m., the event features face painting, horse-drawn wagon or
sleigh rides, illusionist Tom the Pirate, and children’s entertainers Al the Pal and

Frank the Magician.  Two local bands, Erich Rock and T.J. Whitelaw will be
rocking down the house.  Skating will be available at the Orangeville

Fairgrounds on an outside rink, weather permitting.  Free skating at Tony Rose
Memorial Sports Centre from 6-8 p.m. is also available.

The event concludes with a stunning fireworks show scheduled for 9:30 p.m. by
David Whysall International Fireworks. Inc. 

For more information visit the Town’s website www.orangeville.ca

For information on the Dodge Rodeo event also at the Orangeville Fairgrounds
visit www.dodgefirstnightrodeo.com

Future Shop
CORRECTION NOTICE
Gift Card with Koodo Phones
10113677/10133397/1010726
7. On page 16 of the
December 18 flyer, please be
advised that the Free Gift Card
with select Koodo phones is
only eligible on new
activations. Offer excludes
upgrades and renewals. We
sincerely apologize for any
inconvenience this may have
caused our valued customers.

Future Shop
CORRECTION NOTICE
Nintendo Wii Console
10094487. Please note that
only ten (10) $20 gift cards
per store per day will be
offered to customers for our
Wii in-stock guarantee, as
advertised on pop-up page
2 of the December 18 flyer.
We sincerely apologize for
any inconvenience this may
have caused our valued
customers.

Future Shop
CORRECTION NOTICE
Toshiba 32” LCD HDTV and Wii
Console Package 10094487,
10121906. Due to inventory
delays, please note that some
stores will not have the Wii console
in stock, as advertised with this
package on page 1 of the
December 20 mid-week flyer.
Please see a Product Expert in-
store for details on alternative
products for this package. We
sincerely apologize for any
inconvenience this may have
caused our valued customers.

Christmas Tree Pick Up
Christmas tree pick up will be done the weeks of

January 4, 2010 and January 11, 2010
Please have your tree to the curb by 7:00 a.m.
Christmas trees are chipped and composted.
Please remove all decorations, nails, plastic tree
bags, etc.

For more information, call the Town of Orangeville
at 519-941-0440 ext 2250

CARRIER OF THE MONTH

Harris Porter is the Citizen carrier of the
month for December. He is responsible for
delivering 70 papers in the Edenwood and Jull
Court area. The Grade 9 ODSS student plays
baseball and hockey when he’s not delivering
papers or hanging around with his friends.

Brought to you by:

Robyn Gonsalves Community Relations Coordinator
5 BUENA VISTA DRIVE,

ORANGEVILLE, ON

519-942-1966

Computers for Seniors
Computers for Seniors is a program to initially

introduce 16 seniors to computers and the Internet.
Participants will be chosen randomly from
application forms submitted to the Town of

Orangeville by January 11, 2010.

Those selected will participate in a weekly two-hour
session for eight weeks, introducing them to

computer basics, the Internet, digital cameras and
standard computer programs. Seniors will receive

$50 to help with Internet services. All future costs are
the participants’ responsibility. Seniors will be able to

access support for up to three months.

Applications are available at the main reception desk
at the Municipal Building, 87 Broadway

170 Lakeview CT, Orangeville
Next to 24 hr. Access Fitness

519.941.CARE
*Closed on some weekends and holidays.

Headwaters Dental Centre

Accepting NEW PATIENTS • Call for an appointment

Cleaning/Whitening Package
for $165.00

2 units (30 mins.) of Cleaning (reg. $99.21) 
and Take Home Whitening (reg. $300)

• Digital X-rays.  Less radiation over conventional films.
• No Freezing, No Drill, in applicable cases. Some 

cavities can be fixed without the need for anesthetic
or drill with Air Abrasion system.

• Cavity Detection with Laser Light.
• Most Insurance Plans Accepted

Mon., Wed. 8:00 am to 8:00 pm
Tues., Thurs., Fri. 2:00 pm to 8:00 pm

Sat., Sun. 8:00 am to 12:00 Noon

Stressed About Dentistry?
We offer 2 options:
1. Hypnosis     2. Laughing Gas

*Open 
7 Days

Open Saturdays and Sundays

Closed Christmas Eve
Open January 4, 2010

“Wishing you happiness,
joy and safety this
holiday season.”

From All of Us at
Orangeville Citizen

Shelburne Free Press 

Filsinger wins MPAC classification challenge
By DAN PELTON

Staff Reporter

The conclusion of
Orangeville’s torch relay
celebration on December
28th will be a memorable
one.  

After two hours of
entertainment, four sky-
divers will come out of the
sky, performers who will
be  spread throughout the
area will dance to the song
“Celebrate,” and 30 white
homing pigeons will be
released.   

Fred Byers and his son-
in-law Brian Woolacott of
Hillsburgh will release the
birds, known as
“California Bullets.” 

The training for the

birds to fly from
Orangeville to Hillsburgh
began in early  December.
Mr. Byers, who has had
birds for almost 50 years
and who sits on the execu-
tive of the Canadian Roller
Club, has about 200 birds
and six different breeds. He
has been training the birds
to fly to Kitchener,  where
he plans to retire and where
he will do bird releases at
weddings in future. 

For now, Mr.  Byers and
Mr. Woolacott tend to their
birds, including show
pigeons which they enter in
competitions in  southern
Ontario. They often do bird

releases at special cere-
monies. 

They let the birds out
every day to  go “ram-
bling” for half an hour,
familiarizing themselves
with the surrounding envi-
ronment. 

“It will be exciting on
the day of the Olympic
Torch Relay as this is as
close to Greece as these
birds are  going to get,” Mr.
Byers said. In the early
days of the Olympics in
Greece, pigeons were used
to relay the results of the
Olympic Games back to
the contestants’ home
towns.

Bird release to mark Torch Relay finale


