
Orangeville’s appeal of
a Superior Court judge’s
decision that provincial
law bars the town’s repre-
sentatives from voting on
sale of a county-owned
railbed regarding the sale
of a county-owned rail bed
ended Friday with three
Ontario Court of Appeal
judges reserving judg-
ment.

At stake is whether
Orangeville’s two repre-
sentatives on county coun-
cil would be in breach of
Ontario’s Municipal
Conflict of Interest Act
because of a contract to
sell the town-owned
Orangeville Brampton
Railway. 

Superior Court Justice
Francine Van Melle’s July
21 decision was based, in
part, on the agreement
between the Highland
Group and the Town. She
ruled that since the town is

contractually obligated to
assist Highland in the lat-
ter’s efforts to buy the
railbed north of
Orangeville its representa-
tives have a pecuniary
interest in the sale. 

A pecuniary interest is
declared when a party —
in this case a councillor or
someone close to him or
her — has a financial
interest in an issue. 

Mayor Rob Adams,
who with Deputy Mayor
Warren Maycock repre-
sents the town on County
Council, says the issue “is
a matter of the right of the
taxpayers to be represent-
ed in the political
process.” 

As town solicitor, Bill
Stutz gave Orangeville
council a legal opinion
that neither the mayor nor
the deputy mayor had a
pecuniary interest with
respect to the rail bed sale
and should therefore par-
ticipate in discussions and
voting on this issue. 

The opinion of Dufferin
lawyer Stanley Makuch
was that Orangeville’s
representatives had a con-
flict of interest in any sale
of the county-owned rail
corridor north from
Orangeville, and therefore
were disqualified from
participating in delibera-
tions or voting on the
issue. 

Orangeville’s condi-
tional agreement for the
sale of its railway to the
Highland Rail Group
includes a condition  that
Highland would withhold
a final $2-million payment
until Orangeville lays
about one mile of track on
the county-owned rail bed.
It also has a condition that
Orangeville help promote
the railway as a business
operation.

While it is uncertain
when the appeal court will
render its judgement, there
has been speculation the
decision could come as
early as next month. 

If the appeal court’s
decision were to be
appealed to the Supreme
Court of Canada, a more
thorough review of the
legal issues could be filed,
further delaying a vote on
the proposed sale.

Mayor Adams has
maintained that a munici-
pality’s ability to represent
itself efficiently at the
county or regional level
could be compromised if
the current decision is
upheld.

“There is obviously a
lot of interest in this case,”
he said. 

“There could be ramifi-
cations across the
province. Everyone we
know in municipal legal
affairs is interested in the
decision.

“If it is upheld, a
municipality may not be
able to vote on an issue at
an upper tier, simply
because the issue is taking
place within the munici-
pality.”
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275 Alder Street, Alder Rec Centre, Orangeville
parfectconditions.com 519-938-5444

The Golf Simulators 
are Here!
Book NOW 

to Avoid Disappointment

Open 7 days a week
10 am - 10 pm  /  Sundays 10 am - 6 pm

Men’s League starts Monday January 11
12 weeks   9 holes   handicapped   2 time slots

Players cards and gift cards available

GREAT FOOD   FULLY LICENSED
Your community centre just got better

Celebrating 
the Spirit

May your 
Christmas Season 

be filled
with peace and love

FOR UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN, 
UNTO US A SON IS GIVEN

-ISAIAH 9:6

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE EGAN FAMILY

273 Broadway, Orangeville, Ontario L9W 1K8  
519-941-2630

www.eganfuneralhome.com

FRANK THE TAILOR
Quality Men’s Wear • Alterations • Formal Rentals

127 BROADWAY, ORANGEVILLE  519-941-2771

MEN’S WEAR

Storewide
40% to 80% Off
Storewide

40% to 80% Off

OPEN 10 am to 4 pm
Saturday DECEMBER 26

OPEN 10 am to 4 pm
Saturday DECEMBER 26

First 50 Customers

Receive a FREE TIE
(value $60)

“100%
LOCAL”

35 BROADWAY
ORANGEVILLE

www.TJSHANGAR.COM

519-938-8792

THURSDAY - DECEMBER 24th

We are closing at 5 pm

FRIDAY - DECEMBER 25th

Merry Christmas

Open 9 pm to Close

Come, Dance Off Your Turkey Dinner! 

SATURDAY - DECEMBER 26th

5 pm to Close – DJ Quest & DJ Rock

THURSDAY - DECEMBER 31st

New Year’s Eve Bash
$10 00 each 

Includes Party Favours and Bubbly

FRIDAY - JANUARY 1st

7 pm to Close

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Appeal court reserves decision on rail sale issue

Orangeville Hydro
hosted its annual
Christmas Cheer week
December 7 – 11, raising
funds for three local chari-
ties, The Salvation Army,
Family Transition Place
and the Orangeville Food
Bank

“We are very pleased to
announce that this year’s
Christmas Cheer week
was very successful,
thanks to our staff and
companies that donated
prizes for our Silent
Auction and Holiday
Raffle,” said Hydro’s
Pietra Velinor. “We man-
aged to raise over $1700
for Family Transition
Place and the Salvation
Army.  We donated two
bins of food to the
Orangeville Food Bank
and hats, gloves and
scarves to the Salvation
Army.”

In addition to this
event, Orangeville Hydro
ran its annual LED Light
Exchange and Food Drive,
collecting seven bins of
food for the Orangeville
Food Bank (including the

two bins from Christmas
Cheer week and two from
Theatre Orangeville; 18
large garbage bags of
Christmas lights for recy-
cling. In all, 426 LED light
strings were given away
and 198 coupons for cus-
tomers to purchase LED
lights at a discounted
price.

To quantify the saving,
Orangeville Hydro handed
out 426 boxes of 70 LED
light strings.  

This would account for
a savings of approximately
$4,473 for this holiday
season alone.  If you take
into consideration the
additional 198 coupons
handed out with a 50%
take-up rate, it would be a
combined savings of
approximately $5,512.50
if the lights had been used
for six hours a day over
the month of December.

As a bonus, Orangeville
Hydro also raffled off a
Christmas Conservation
Gift Basket.
Congratulations to this
year’s winner,  Hilda
Welsh of Orangeville.

LED light exchange,
food drive a success


