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By Susan Korah




Speakers at a rally on Parliament Hill demanded the federal government provide more life-saving supports for those deeply suffering from mental illness rather than giving them access to medical assistance in dying (MAiD).




Expanding MAiD to people solely based on mental illness was to begin Mar. 17, but Bill C-62 is calling for the proposed legislation to be delayed by three years. Bill C-62 has already passed in the House of Commons and is currently being debated in the Senate.




Critics of the expansion emphasize that while the delay is welcome, opening the door to MAiD for the mentally ill is a dangerous and unacceptable option and should be shelved forever.




“Mental illness distorts reality, and if I had the opportunity to choose MAiD when I was going through a dark period in my life, I wouldn’t be alive today,” said Lia Milousis, a 27-year-old Ottawa lawyer, one of the speakers at a press conference organized by the Euthanasia Prevention Coalition before the rally.




Today, Milousis epitomizes career success and personal fulfilment, but there was a time in her life when she was haunted by dark, suicidal thoughts.




“When I was 15, my life became very lacklustre,” she said. “The colour drained from my world, and life became very dark.”




After six months she recovered, only for her depression to return, she said.




“The pain became intolerable,” she said. “I thought the future would be one of existential suffering. I attempted to take my own life.”




Not knowing how to carry out her suicidal wish and because there was no access to MAiD on the sole basis of mental health saved her life.




“Even a life with immense suffering is worth living,” she said. “It is deeply disturbing to think that Canadians will have access to MAiD solely on the basis of mental illness. If there was MAiD available for people in my situation, I wouldn’t be alive today.”




She called on the government to adopt measures for suicide prevention rather than assistance to die and to acknowledge the inherent dignity of life.




Paul Saba, a Montreal family physician, warned that allowing MAiD for people with mental illness is opening a dangerous door and paving the way to extending it to more vulnerable and marginalized people.




Saba pointed out that the mentally ill often have other acute problems, such as poverty, lack of food security and affordable housing. He challenged the government to tackle those issues rather than offer death as a solution.




“There are alternative therapies such as art and music therapy and pet recreation, but these are not available to the majority of mentally ill people,” he said.




Conservative MP Ed Fast introduced Bill C-314, which would have stopped the expansion of MAiD for mental illness. The bill was defeated in the House of Commons late last year. Asserting that he was not a sore loser, he said that he had spoken of going down a slippery slope at the time.




“We were accused of fear-mongering, but today, we are witnessing the (possible) expansion of MAiD to the most vulnerable when we are going through a number of national crises such as a mental health crisis and an opioid addiction crisis,” said Fast.




Furthermore, he said there is no agreement among professionals on what constitutes “irremediability,” a term applied to situations, conditions, or issues that are beyond resolution, repair, or improvement, and is used particularly in the context of those eligible for Medical Assistance in Dying (MAiD).




Fast said there was pressure from the government to speed up committee deliberations on his bill, adding that 900 submissions were not adequately considered or even translated to the second official language.




“(MPs) are addressing matters of life and death, and we didn’t spend enough time to do this properly,” he said.




Alex Schadenberg, executive director of the Euthanasia Prevention Coalition, agreed that although the postponement of the expansion is welcome, it is far better to provide solutions to poverty and other problems that the mentally ill grapple with than to give them MAiD as a choice.




A rally was held outside parliament following the press conference, with members of Campaign Life Coalition and the Quebec Life Coalition joining the Euthanasia Prevention Coalition.
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Brian Lockhart




One of the major banks has a slogan that says, “You’re richer than you think,” meaning they have the financial knowledge to help you invest and grow your money.




It does make good sense to have a qualified person at your bank to help you make sound financial decisions.




The truth is, many people think they are financial wizards, yet they have little concept of how it all really works.




In our increasingly cashless society, financial wealth is something that is becoming less tangible every day.




Quite often when going into a store, the clerk no longer even asks how you would like to pay. They simply hit the debit or credit button on the cash register, assuming you will be paying with either a debit or credit card.




There’s a lot of good in this way of paying for things. You can keep your card in your wallet and pay as you go. It eliminates the need to go to the bank for cash, and it eliminates driving to the local office of the utility companies to pay your bills.




But in our nearly cashless society, what is your money really now worth?




The concept of paper money started because carrying around coins or pieces of silver or gold just wasn’t practical, and you may not have a chicken handy to trade for that piece of lumber you need.




Paper money was issued as a way of representing a tangible commodity – notably gold. The government issued a dollar bill, which represented gold stashed in a vault somewhere, that backed up the value of the note.




But where is the Canadian gold that backs the paper money you carry in your wallet and the numbers that fill your bank account? In the mid 60s, Canada had a gold reserve of around 1,000 tons.




The government started selling that gold, and currently, the country has zero gold reserves.




In comparison, Germany currently has 3,352 tons, Switzerland – 1,040 tons, U.S. – 8,133, UK – 310 tons of gold reserves.




So what does that $50 bill in your wallet or the numbers you read on screen at the instant teller really represent?




Fiat currency is money which is not backed by a commodity, and that is what we now have. It is backed solely by the government that issued it.




And where is that cash?




If you have a bank account with $50,000 in it, and you decide to withdraw $10,000 to pay cash for something, your bank won’t have it to give you when you present a withdrawal slip.




They will get it for you, but the bank will have to request the cash be shipped to them and likely ask you to come back another day to get your money.




If you finally decide to buy that new car you have been saving up for and arrive at the dealership with a suitcase full of money, most likely they will not accept cash as payment. The dealership will assume that much cash is the proceeds of some kind of crime or a money laundering scheme and they won’t want to be involved with it.




However, if you take out your debit card, you just got yourself a new car.




Most of the wealth you have in terms of money, is now nothing more than numbers on a computer screen.




You probably get paid electronically, pay your bills online, pay for vacations by credit card, and buy your groceries with a debit card.




All those transactions simply move numbers around in your bank account.




If you own a home, you can see your wealth. It’s there and it’s real. That’s why it’s called real estate.




If you own gold or silver bullion, it is a real commodity.




Your car or truck is a tangible symbol of wealth. Even though it is a depreciating asset, it is real, and there is probably someone willing to buy it or trade you something valuable for it.




However, with current electronic banking, if the power goes out, your wealth no longer exists as long as there is an interruption in the power supply.




In a worst-case scenario, the power is out and doesn’t come back on. You will be broke with no way to pay for anything you need and your wealth will no longer exist.




Our power grid may be a reliable system, but with the world in an increasingly volatile state, who knows what could happen in the future?




It may be practical to keep a few chickens in your backyard.
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By Frank Stronach




The federal government turned on the spending tap last week in Thunder Bay, ON, as part of its Housing Accelerator Fund, a $4-billion initiative to fast-track the construction of new affordable housing.




It’s part of Ottawa’s action plan to deal with the housing crisis that’s hit most of Canada’s big cities.




Record-high immigration to Canada is one of the major factors that has led to the current housing shortage. But it’s not the only reason for the lack of housing.




One of the biggest culprits is red tape, which has grown like algae over the past several decades and is choking off new economic activity across a wide range of sectors. In terms of the housing industry, excessive red tape has led to restrictive zoning by-laws, an overly complex approval process, and municipal foot-dragging when it comes to green-lighting projects.  




An Ontario Housing Affordability Task Force report, published two years ago, blamed “needless bureaucracy” for contributing to the housing shortage.




But have we made any real progress in cutting red tape? It sure doesn’t look that way to most small business owners I talk to, regardless of which industry they operate in.




I’ve been waiting nearly three years now for a permit to open a little business selling organic vegetables grown at my farm. It’s mind boggling that I still have not been able to open its doors and start selling organic vegetables to local residents.




Municipal governments, in particular, have made life exceedingly difficult for many small business owners through the need to obtain countless permits and pass inspections.




When it comes to small business, governments at all levels have actively obstructed and stifled business growth. They’ve gone from laying the ground rules for businesses to smothering businesses with a blanket of red tape and regulations.




I believe we’re at a crossroads. If we don’t start thinning out the regulations paralyzing economic activity, we’re going to do irreversible damage to Canada’s small businesses.




We need to establish a task force comprised mainly of small business owners from a wide variety of sectors together with some industry experts. The task force should be charged with creating a blueprint for the elimination of thousands of needless regulations. Every regulation on the books would be on the chopping block with the exception of those relating to workplace safety and the protection of our environment.




But the task force should only be convened on one condition – that its recommendations must be enacted into law.




Our small business sector does most of the heavy lifting when it comes to creating jobs and contributing to our economy, but they routinely get shoved to the back of the line by wealthier, more influential special interest lobbies like big business when it comes to government policies and regulations.




That’s why it’s crucial that small businesses band together as part of a grassroots movement to bring about change.




One way to do that is to join the “Regenerate Canada” movement, a non-political organization created by small business owners and entrepreneurs to give small business a voice and to help them fight for a level playing field when it comes to government regulations.




Canada’s small businesses are facing record-high levels of bankruptcy and closure. Those numbers will continue climbing if we don’t act.




Small businesses need to fight back. We’re at the point where this is no longer a fight to cut costs and reduce red tape – for a growing number of small businesses, it’s become a fight for survival.




To learn more about how we can “Regenerate Canada”, email me at info@economiccharter.ca.   




Author Bio




Frank Stronach is the founder of Magna International Inc., one of Canada’s largest global companies, and was inducted into the Automotive Hall of Fame. 
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By Keith Schell




Like most dogs, our dog was a smart dog. In her own way, she was a very good communicator and could make her needs and concerns clearly known to the family when she felt it was necessary. 




If she wanted outside, she would go to the door and look at you. If she wanted a treat, she would go over and sit by the box of treats and look at you. If she wanted to play ball, she would bring a ball over to you and look at you. If she wanted to play tug-of-war she would bring her tug toy over to you and look at you. And most of the time you couldn’t help but smile at her antics and give her what she wanted.  




Our late Father often said he wished our dog could talk. Especially when they were outside together and the dog stopped dead with her nose in the air, catching the scent of something in the wind. Dad would always look around, and seeing nothing, would wonder what the dog’s nose had detected. Being out in the country as we were, it could have been anything from bears to deer to raccoons to – you name it. Watching the dog with her nose in the air you always wondered what was out there and how far away it was.  




More than once over the years Dad said to us, “Always pay attention to the dog. You never know what she might be trying to tell you.” 




And as it turned out one night, that was a very true and prophetic thing to say.




One night at home, about three in the morning, Mom and Dad were asleep and the dog was sleeping in her doggie bed on the floor at the foot of their bed. 




Suddenly, something woke the dog. With the bedroom door wide open, the dog went out into the hallway to investigate. Eventually, she came back into the bedroom, went around to Dad’s side of the bed, and began licking Dad’s face in an attempt to wake him up. When Dad finally awoke, the dog started to walk out of the bedroom, stopped, and turned to look back at Dad. When she did that it usually meant that she wanted you to follow her. 




Puzzled, Dad followed her out into the hallway. And the dog just stopped and stood there. 




At a cursory glance, there was nothing out of the ordinary around the house as far as Dad could see. Everything appeared to be in order. So he began asking the dog, “What’s wrong?” “What’s the problem?” But the dog just continued to stand there and wouldn’t move. 




And then, all of a sudden: 




BEEP!




The dog looked up. And so Dad looked up. 




And then suddenly, Dad understood: 




The ‘low battery’ indicator on the ceiling smoke alarm had just started beeping! And because the noise was new and something out of the ordinary in the middle of the night, the dog wanted to bring it to Dad’s attention. 




Dad changed the smoke alarm batteries, everything returned to normal, and everyone went back to bed.




Animals, if they are loved and treated as a part of the family, will repay your love and kindness many times over in their own way. You are always seeing stories on the news about dogs and cats that have saved families from burning homes by waking them up in the middle of the night so they can escape from the fire. 




Obviously, our little incident was nothing on that scale, but pets generally are very much attuned to their surroundings and if they think something is out of the ordinary, they will find a way to make you aware of it if you know how to properly read the signs.  




So, people, always pay attention to your pets. They may not be able to talk, but they certainly know how to communicate. And like our Father always said, you never know what they might be trying to tell you. 




And in addition to that, always change your smoke alarm and carbon monoxide alarm batteries twice a year at or around daylight savings time. Better safe than sorry. 




After all, you may not have a dog around to warn you!
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By Constance Scrafield




Imagine this: a beautiful room, everything the best: all of it costing more, much more than such furniture, such lamps, carpets, glasses – luxury ever costs. This pleasant sanctuary is in the home of a Prince of the desert, of huge wealth, coming from deep under the ocean, a source that has paid for this room and the needs of his country’s citizens.




Picture that, at the table sit a dozen very wealthy men, all from different parts of the world but who have in common the source of their wealth, the backing of an industry that readily pays for the wonderful lives they lead and the fine possessions they own.




They have been attending a world conference on a delicate issue: the global climate crisis. Secretly they have known for decades their industries are very much the cause of the harm.




The conversation is tinged with anger that this enormous source of riches should be vilified, challenged as it is, a worldwide call to end it with alternatives: weak monsters merely standing on fields, their blades spinning, hoping to provide the world with electricity.




“Ridiculous,” one of the dozen called them. 




The maps were not there to demonstrate the extent of harm; their purpose was to define the strength and longevity of the money to be gained by them.




“It is only by continuing to access these sources that we can be sure of providing good jobs and maintaining our own status quo,” another declared. “After all, gentlemen, none of us is interested in relinquishing the main source of our own incomes. It could be decades before the alternatives will keep us as comfortable.” 




No matter what the official press told the world, money won again that day.




* * *




I learned today that the first wind turbine used to generate electricity dates from 1887, a mere five years “after Thomas Edison developed the first electric power station running on coal. Scottish professor James Blyth built a wind turbine to store electricity in a battery that lit his home. In 1895, Poul la Cour of Denmark created the first wind turbine-driven power plant, providing electricity to a local village.” (Treehugger.com)




Somehow, coal, the filthy source of energy that it is, beat out wind power, a clean and safe source of energy, as it is. Coal versus wind – can we believe it, 137 years later.




At COP28 in Dubai in December 2023, a “compromise” of “transitioning away from fossil fuels” as opposed to “phasing out fossil fuels” was reached with the bang of COP28’s president, Sultan al Jaber’s gavel, who delivered a jubilant speech, saying the conference “should be proud of our historic achievement.”




Nearly 200 nations attended the conference in the United Arab Emirates for almost two weeks with the intention of making progress to tackle climate change after months of seeing record-breaking extreme weather during 2023.




Yet, Mr. Jaber opened the conference by stating categorically that there is “no scientific evidence to show that the phasing out of fossil fuel is needed to restrict global heating to 1.5C.” (BBC)




We long for optimism until we understand the pushbacks. Saudi Arabia assured the world that the resolutions and intents of “transitioning away from fossil fuels” would not affect its sales of such fuels. The pull and push of the compromise and promises leave little belief that anyone in the business is serious about cutting back, phasing out or even seriously transitioning away from fossil fuels.




There is simply too much money tipping the balance as it has done, so it seems, since 1887.




This is not a matter of debate nor for many years, truth be told, any more than if the earth is only 6,000 years old or if it is flat or if the turning of the earth will stop us from seeing the sunrise in the morning.




Recently, I grieve to see, we are told that 1,600 scientists are denying that there is a climate crisis. While they are only making headlines in dubious online publications like the Epoch Times, still their voices are heard elsewhere. The issue is not about opinions; it is about fires in B.C. that are called zombie fires because the land in the forests of B.C. are so eroded and dry that fires continue to burn all winter. Come the now anticipated and acknowledged fire season in B.C., the smoke is frequently overwhelming and temperatures can rise into the 30°Cs




This is about low-lying countries dealing with terrible floods while elsewhere, droughts are extinguishing crops and killing livestock and wildlife. This is about what is to predictably to come.




This is about any of us pretending anymore that there is no crisis.




It is good to see stories about the efforts of individuals, groups and local communities to make their stands against the danger but there will never be enough pressure brought to bear on governments and thence to industry, as long anyone considers that the climate crisis we are facing is only a matter of opinion.




The trick now is for us to find solutions that will not simply lead to other problems. As a species, it is time to get things right.
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By Gwynne Dyer
There are enough people to go around: eight billion now, compared to two billion less than a hundred years ago. Fifty-one million in South Korea, compared to only twelve million a hundred years ago. So why are South Koreans obsessed about their low birth rate?




It is certainly very low now. The average number of children a South Korean woman will have in her lifetime is just 0.72, whereas the birth rate needs to be at least 2.1 children per woman to prevent the population from falling.




Lots of developed countries have low birth rates nowadays, especially in East Asia – Japan is 1.3 children per woman, China is 1.2 – but no other country is below 1.0. South Korea is not just leading the parade. It is so far out in front that it is almost out of sight.




The national anxiety about this is so great that South Korea’s President Yoon Suk Yeol has finally said the unsayable. His country’s citizens are “excessively and unnecessarily competitive,” he admitted – and that is why it has the world’s lowest birth-rate.




The steadily declining birth rate has been perceived as a ‘problem’ for almost two decades now, and various governments have thrown an estimated $286 billion at it with no effect whatever.




All sorts of incentives have been tried: subsidized housing, free taxis and even direct monthly cash payments for couples who have children. Married men are exempt from military service if they have three children before turning 30; mothers can hire nannies from South East Asia and pay them below minimum wage.




Nothing worked, and the birth rate is still falling fast. At the current rate of decline, it will be down to 0.5 in just five more years, at which point the country will only be replacing one-quarter of its present population. What is driving this extraordinary collapse?




We know that it is not some peculiarity of Korean culture in general, because there is a control for this particular experiment: North Korea, which beneath a thin veneer of Communist ideology is a traditional Korean dynastic state. And the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (to give its full name) has a birth rate of 1.8 children per completed family.




Whatever it is, it’s specific to South Korea – and what stands out is the sheer speed with which South Korea became a fully modern democratic society. It was still a dictatorship 30 years ago. It was still a very poor and poorly educated country 50 years ago. It was a war-torn wreck 70 years ago, and a downtrodden Japanese colony 80 years ago.




Now it is in the same income bracket as Canada, France and Japan, but it made that transition three times faster than Japan did and social attitudes don’t change that fast. Even in Japan women face many challenges at work, but in South Korea they are virtually insurmountable.




Three quarters of South Korean women have a post-secondary education, but they are expected to leave work for at least two years after having a child. Even after that they face obstacles in getting back into the workforce at the same level – yet South Korea is the most expensive country in the world to raise a child, and one income is not enough.




The whole set-up is Japan squared: intense competition from the cradle onwards. Many Japanese parents hire tutors for their children or pay for extra-curricular classes and courses; all but two per cent of South Korean parents do so. Add needlessly long working hours and very high housing costs, and many women decide that having a child is just impossible.




President Yoon Suk Yeol has diagnosed the problem, but it’s the kind of problem that would take at least a generation to solve. If South Korea took fifty years to fall into this trap, it will probably take at least that long to get out of it – and in fifty years, at this rate, the population will have shrunk by half.




There’s nothing wrong with having a smaller population in principle: nobody felt the country was empty in 1960, when the population (25 million) was half what it is now. The difficulty is going back down to a much smaller population very fast, because that turns the normal ‘population pyramid’ upside-down.




By 2075, the number of South Koreans of working age will have halved, and almost half the population will be over 65 and relying on that greatly shrunken workforce to support them. This is not a viable outcome.




The time to start putting a much higher value on women’s happiness and well-being is now, but it might also be a good idea to start encouraging mass immigration from countries with higher birth rates.




____________________________________




To shorten to 700 words, omit paragraphs 5 and 8. (“The steadily…whatever”; and “We know…family”)




Gwynne Dyer’s new book is ‘The Shortest History of War’.
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By Paula Brown, Local Journalism Initiative Reporter




When Family Transition Place is brought up in conversation, the name of their executive director, Norah Kennedy, doesn’t typically fall far behind. The two have been tightly intertwined for nearly two decades.




But soon the local women and children’s shelter will find themselves in the hands of a new leader, as Kennedy lays out her plans to retire by the end of the year. 




The Board of Directors for Family Transition Place announced in a press release at the end of last month that Kennedy would be retiring from the position but would be staying on for the remainder of the year to help through the transition period




“If I’m being honest, it feels surreal and more than a little overwhelming. I’ve received so many lovely, kind words from people,” Kennedy told the Citizen after announcing her plans to retire. 




Kennedy has served as Family Transition Place’s executive director for 17 years, having joined the shelter and the violence against women (VAW) sector in 2007. 




Reflecting on joining Family Transition Place, Kennedy describes it as a full circle moment. 




Originally from Dufferin County, Kennedy grew up in Mulmur Township and attended high school at Centre Dufferin District High School in Shelburne. Like many youths from rural communities, Kennedy left the area to pursue various career paths after graduating from high school. First a professional actor for 10 years, Kennedy later became a language interpreter with the Canadian Hearing Society in Kitchener/Waterloo from 1993 to 2007. In 2007, Kennedy left the Canadian Hearing Society to become executive director of FTP. 




“I took the job at Family Transition Place, which brought me back home to Dufferin County. We moved back onto the very same property that I grew up on,” said Kennedy. “I have pretty deep roots in this community.” 




Speaking about why she chose to join the violence against women sector and Family Transition Place, Kennedy explained,




“I’ve always had a really strong drive to make a difference, to do something that I feel is important, and at that point, I’d been working in the not-for-profit sector for about 15 years,” explained Kennedy. “When the job at FTP came about, I recognized an opportunity for me to take the skills that I had learned and bring them into a sector that I really believed in and believed in the work.”




Spending such a significant amount of time with a single organization, Kennedy has been a front-seat witness to the changing landscape of gender-based violence services within Dufferin County. 




Ever the beacon of leadership, Kennedy tends to skirt past discussing her own accomplishments with the local shelter, rather she eases the conversation to focus on her team that works day-to-day with clients. 




“One of my biggest sources of pride is the people that I work with, who are just so good at what they do and who make my work life so rich; honestly, it will be the hardest thing for me to leave,” said Kennedy. 




At the forefront of Family Transition Place for 17 years, Kennedy has guided the shelter through its highest of highs, in contrast, as a result of the nature of working in gender-based violence, she has also seen them through the toughest of experiences. 




Kennedy has been on hand as the shelter faced the death of clients, cases of femicide and gender-based violence, and navigating the difficult landscape of aiding clients in need during a global pandemic. 




“You can’t work in our sector without experiencing some of those very profound pieces; we’ve had tragedies. As a leader of an organization, I may not work as closely with the women or clients that my frontline staff do, but there is a sense of overarching responsibility,” said Kennedy. “When something goes wrong on your watch, as the leader of the organization, it rests heavily on your shoulders for sure.” 




Making the decision to step back from Family Transition Place was not a quick or easy process for Kennedy after being at the helm for so many years. But, she admits now feels like the time for the “natural conclusion” of her career. 




“It really took a while to come to the decision of when the right time was going to be. The time comes, I think when every leader realizes that it’s time for somebody who is younger and fresher, to come in and take the organization to its next level. The job of running an organization like FTP is pretty all-consuming and I absolutely love my job, but I also want to make sure that I’m leaving at a point where I am still quite honestly on top of my game.” 




The Board of Directors for Family Transition Place has started the early process of hiring a new executive director to fill Kennedy’s shoes in the upcoming months. 




“I’m grateful that I’ve had the privilege of working for such an organization in the community. It’s my home, it’s where my heart is, and I mean that for both FTP and Dufferin County. I’m very proud for the opportunity to serve it,” said Kennedy in her final message for the community.
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By Paula Brown, Local Journalism Initiative Reporter




The County of Dufferin is calling on residents to help maintain the health of local forests by assisting in preventing the spread of an exotic invasive disease that kills oak trees. 




The County of Dufferin issued a press release on Friday (March 1) asking residents to help prevent the spread of an invasive tree disease called Oak Wilk by refraining from cutting, pruning or damaging oak trees in the Dufferin County Forest from April 1 to July 31. 




Oak Wilt, is an exotic invasive disease that kills all species of oak, preferring those in the Red Oak group. 




The County said it is inevitable for the disease to spread as it is already present in Ontario’s communities. 




The Canadian Food Inspection Agency, the leading agency dealing with exotic invasive species, has confirmed three cases of Oak Wilt in Ontario as of summer 2023: Niagara Falls, Springwater Township, and Niagara-on-the-Lake. 




The County said Oak Wilt spreads mostly through three means, including direct human activity such as firewood or wood movement, sap beetles, and root grafts. 




The Dufferin County Forest is a 1,066-hectare (2,626-acre) multi-tract forested area owned and managed by the County. It serves important functions in terms of erosion and water control, natural heritage protection, biodiversity, wildlife habitat, recreational opportunities, and support of the rural economy through timber production and employment opportunities. 




The Red Oak represented a significant component of several stands of the Dufferin County Forest portfolio, particularly in the Main Tract. Many of these stands are also part of the Oak Ridges South Slope Area of Natural and Scientific Interest, which is recognized in part for its oak component. 




A stand is considered a contagious area where there are trees that are relatively homogenous or share similar characteristics. 




The Dufferin County Forest celebrated its 75th anniversary in 2005, and as part of the celebration, Red Oak was declared the official tree of Dufferin County. 
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By Sam Odrowski




Brian Mulroney, who served as Canada’s 18th Prime Minister for nine years under the Conservative Party of Canada, passed away late last month.




In recognition of his passing, the Town of Orangeville’s flags have been flying at half-mast, since Thursday, Feb. 29, when he died at the age of 84.




The flags will remain at half-mast until sunset on the day of Mulroney’s funeral, March 23, in accordance with national protocol. 




Mulroney passed away peacefully and surrounded by his family, according to a social media post made by his daughter Caroline Mulroney.




From 1984 to 1993, Mulroney served as Prime Minister of Canada. He resigned as the Conservative Party leader ahead of the 1993 federal election.




“He loved Canada and devoted his life to making our country a better place,” said Orangeville Mayor Lisa Post of Mulroney, following his death. “His contributions to Canada will always be remembered, and many of his decisions brought Canada to the world stage in the fight for the environment and trade. On behalf of council and staff, I offer our sincere condolences.”




Dufferin–Caledon MP Kyle Seeback, a member of the Conservative Party of Canada, said Mulroney was one of Canada’s greatest Prime Ministers when reflecting on his time in office. 




“When you look at the all the things that he did to lay the groundwork for the modern Canadian economy – free trade with the United States, bringing in the GST – all of these things that were difficult and controversial have turned out to be an incredible benefit to the Canadian economy.” 




He added, “But he was big on so many other issues as well. He got the Acid Rain Treaty signed with the United States, he brought in the first environmental protection legislation in Canada, and he was a leading voice to end the apartheid regime in South Africa.”




At a time when fellow conservative leaders around the world failed to take a stand against apartheid, such as U.S. President Ronald Reagan and U.K. Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, Mulroney spoke out against it vehemently.




“When you think about it, he was the guy that had Canada really punching above our weight internationally,” said Seeback.  




After Mulroney was elected in 1984, he worked to encourage sanctions on the South African government that would apply pressure for the country to eliminate its caste system and release Nelson Mandela from prison. Mandela was an anti-apartheid activist at the forefront of advocating for an end to the discriminatory policy. 




To tackle the manufacturers’ sales tax, which Mulroney felt put Canadian exporters at a disadvantage, he negotiated the first free-trade agreement with the United States. This agreement would eventually expand into the creation of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).




“I remember the free trade debates, those happened when I was in high school,” Seeback recalled. “I remember those things being fiercely contested with the Liberal Party on whether or not we should have free trade with the United States, which we know has been an incredible boon to our to our economy.”




He added, “But he was more than that… he tried to bring Quebec into the Constitution, both with the Meech Lake Accord and Charlottetown Accord. Now, both of them failed, but he was always willing to take on massive political projects, despite the risk and opposition. To me, that’s his true greatness.”




Seeback said he admires the fact that Mulroney would work hard at things that may have been difficult for him politically but laid the groundwork for a better Canada in the future.




“That’s a true politician, that is a true leader,” he remarked. 




In 2006, Mulroney was said to be the greenest prime minister in Canadian history and is remembered for his work on the Canada-U.S. acid rain treaty, and the introduction of the Environmental Protection Act. He also created eight new national parks.




“I don’t think we’re going to see another [Brian Mulroney], he’s a tough act to follow,” Seeback said 




He offered his sympathies to those impacted by Mulroney’s passing. 




“I just want to express my deep condolences to of course his family and his friends, and so many people who knew him and loved him,” Seeback said. “We’ve lost a really good one.”
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Cost can be a major barrier for high school graduates seeking to further their education. 




To assist Dufferin residents in overcoming financial barriers, the County of Dufferin is providing them with an opportunity to secure funding through 2024 Bill Hill Scholarship Program.




Applications are now open for the program, which consists of seven one-time $2,500 scholarships.




The scholarship was introduced by former Warden Bill Hill in 2015 and is intended to recognize outstanding students from the county who will be pursuing post-secondary education and/or training.




Seven scholarship awards will be considered for students entering a university, college or trade/apprentice program.




The County of Dufferin is offering three of the seven scholarships to students who are Black or racialized; Indigenous/First Nations (Status, Non-Status), Métis or Inuit; and members of the LGBTQIA+ community.




The county says those three scholarships are intended to address the social and economic systemic inequities that disadvantage and prevent Black, Indigenous, and LGTBQIA+ youth from accessing post-secondary education.





An online application is available for the 2024 scholarships at dufferincounty.ca/administration/bill-hill-scholarship-program




The online application will allow applicants to save progress and come back later to finish. Answers will be saved for 15 days if browser history cache is not cleared. Applicants who are unable to complete an online application can contact the Clerk’s department at scholarship@dufferincounty.ca or 519-941-2816 ext. 2500.
In addition to the online application, all applicants are required to upload a 500-word essay that answers the following questions:




	Explain why you think your chosen field is important in Dufferin County?
	How do you believe you could give back to your community using the skills learned?
	How will you apply the skills that you’ve learned and the knowledge that you’ve acquired towards the enhancement and betterment of your community?





As well, the application requires a Letter of Reference from a staff member at the applicant’s current school, current employer, coach or mentor




The application also requires proof of admission to post-secondary institution or training program.




Eligibility Criteria
All applicants must meet the following criteria to be considered: 
The deadline for applications is Friday, May 31.




Applications will be reviewed by the selection committee using a scoring matrix and applicants will be notified shortly after. Scholarship funds are transferred directly to the successful applicant’s post-secondary institution.
Successful applicants will be invited to attend a reception in July to be presented with their award.

				

																							

		
			Headline News
							
				‘I’ve always had a really strong drive to make a difference’: Norah Kennedy to retire from executive director role at Family Transition Place

			By Paula Brown, Local Journalism Initiative Reporter When Family Transition Place is brought up in conversation, the name of their executive director, Norah Kennedy, doesn’t ... 
		

						
				Former Prime Minister Brian Mulroney passes away, local leaders remember his legacy

			By Sam Odrowski Brian Mulroney, who served as Canada’s 18th Prime Minister for nine years under the Conservative Party of Canada, passed away late last ... 
		

						
				Orangeville public speaks about new animal bylaw

			By JAMES MATTHEWS, LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER Orangeville’s backyard hen coop program has been incorporated into the town’s new animal control bylaw. Carrie Cunningham, the ... 
		

						
				Better to avoid conflicts before they happen, says Mono’s integrity commissioner

			By JAMES MATTHEWS, LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER Mono council can put a face to the name of its integrity commissioner. Guy Giorno, the town’s integrity ... 
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