
But ‘there is always more
theatre to do’: Nairn

For your information, the
gorgeous news coming
from Theatre Orangeville is
that A Christmas Story was
the most successful produc-
tion ever staged in the the-
atre’s 16-year history. In
other words, the most tick-
ets sold, ever, the most peo-
ple attending, ever, came to
this play with all its fantas-
tic kids (oh yes, and the
grown-up actors, too). 

We received this infor-
mation — the young actors
of the play and I — as we
sat for a brief get together at
the theatre last weekend.
Combined with how nice it
was for them to see each
other again, the news put a
real shine on the moment.

They were all, bar Tyler
Simpson, there to see one
another and David Nairn. I
was there to have a last
word with them about the
aftermath of such a time of
devotion to the theatre. 

They had been together
six days a week, working in
an extraordinary exercise of
rehearsing and acting in a
play for pretty well two
months, from November 6
to December 20. 

Six-weeks-plus is a long
time to be concentrated on
any one subject, dedicated
to it with a number of equal-
ly dedicated people, for a
person of any age, let alone
a person with only 6 to 14
years under his/her belt. So,
how did they handle coming
down from that intensity, I
wanted to know.

Christmas had been a
help for each of them, to a
greater or lesser extent. 

For Samuel Grant (“Skut
Farkas”), his sadness at fin-
ishing the play was
increased by the death of
one of his “closest bud-
dies”. 

Playing the bully in the
play had been fun but it was
not so much fun at school,
where the kids messed
about: “they’d get scared
and then they beat me up,”
as Sam told us, with almost
a shyness that never showed
in the play.

Jayde Lavoie (“Esther

Jane”) went to Florida with
her family which helped,
although there was no deny-
ing those moments when
she missed everyone. She is
a great one for keeping
touch on Facebook, though.

Likewise, Christopher
DuBois (“Randy”) travelled
with his family over the hol-
idays. They went to
Victoria, B.C., where his
father, Mark DuBois, was
singing the New Year’s Day
Viennese concert with the
Victoria Symphony. They
took a five day trip, time to
visit museums and places of
interest. A good break and
distraction. Now that he is
back, though, Christopher
misses “everything” about
doing the play. 

Alex Newall (“Flick”)
was “kind of depressed” but
Christmas was fun. He was
a little nervous about going
back to school, wondering
what kind of reaction he
was going to get from the
other kids. 

Jacqueline Vandervaart
(“Helen”) found the reac-
tions she received once she
was back at school a little
strange. She told us that a
couple of girls said to her:
“Hey, you’re famous – can I
be your best friend?” Said
Jacqueline, “It was weird.”
She had felt the slump of
missing everyone and the
work over the holidays.

Daniel Reale
(“Schwartz”) was really
excited about how well his
acting job was received by
people at his school. His

principal, who had sur-
prised him by being so sup-
portive in the first place,
made a point of coming to
see the show. His attitude of
support carried over into the
New Year and he told David
that David had done a
“good job”. His class had
seen the show as well – they
all thought it was “great”.

Finally, our young star of
the show, Adam Bartley
(“Ralphie”), admitted that
he was really sad after the
show thinking that he might
not see the others again.
Christmas was good for him
but the month after the play,
it really hit him how much
he missed the show and
people in it. It had been
such fun and, more than
that, it had been a learning
experience for him.

Adam reported: “David
[Nairn] told us that there are
no stupid questions. So,
now at school, I ask ques-
tions and I participate much
more in class. I can focus
better and I’m getting better
marks.”

Adam’s class had not
been among the many stu-
dents who saw the play with
class trips. However, as
Adam later learned, “My
whole class came to see the
play, not as a class but with
their parents. That was real-
ly cool.”

I had an obvious ques-
tion to which I expected an
obvious answer: would you
do it all again? A resound-
ing “Yes!”

Mr. Nairn, who directed
the play, told them, “You
guys were perfect.
Sometimes, there can be a
weak actor in a play, but not
this time – you were per-

fect.” He looked at them
with affection. They had
worked so hard for him;
they had given him all he
asked for, not only in the
way of their performances
but also in everything else –
their good manners, their
professionalism, their sin-
cerity.

He said, “And don’t for-
get, there’s always another
show and classes. There’s
the Young People’s Theatre.
There are dance and drama
schools here, lots to do.”

There was an agreement
amongst them that the
whole process had taught
them a great deal about
doing such a show but keep-
ing up with their schooling.
Sam Grant, being the only
one of them in high school,
had done homework every
night to keep up his grades.
There had been tutors at the
rehearsal hall to assist them
with their homework when
they were not needed on
stage.

Mr. Nairn commented,
“It was a tribute to all of
you that your school work
didn’t suffer.” He added, “I
hope you said thank you to
everyone who helped you
get through this – your par-
ents for all the driving and
bending their schedules to
work with yours – your
teachers – even your broth-
ers and sisters.”

They all said that they
had. Jacqueline told us that
her brother (Charles
Vandervaart who split the
role of “Tiny Tim” in last
year’s production of A
Christmas Carol) was mak-
ing a movie at the same

A12 February 4, 2010 Orangeville Citizen/Free Press and Economist

• Please turn to page A13

tennis · squash · fitness

info@headwatersracquetclub.com
www.headwatersracquetclub.com

FAMILY DAY FUN
 Cardio Tennis
 Adult and Children’s Tennis Programs
 Craft Room
 Yoga
 Kinesis Wall Classes
 Wave Classes
 Beginner Squash Programs
 Squash Round Robins

*Sneak Preview of our New Group 
   Power classes 
 Prizes & more!

>

FACILITY
 Indoor Tennis
 Squash
 Fitness
 Steam Rooms
 Saunas

>

To reserve your spot call HRC today.  To view a detailed schedule visit 
www.headwatersracquetclub.com

COME OUT AND JOIN US!
We are having an open house on Monday February 15th, open 8:00am – 6:00pm.

We hope to see you there!

>
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• Pre-arranged Funeral plans
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• Children’s play area

• Tree Memorial
• Warm, inviting atmosphere
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Randy Mugford, Sherry Varkel
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35 BROADWAY, ORANGEVILLE
www.TJSHANGAR.COM
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GREAT HAPPENINGS! ! !GREAT HAPPENINGS! ! !

T.J.’s guarantees the
LEAFS WIN, or

Your Meal is FREE!
UFC PPV on surroundsound

following the game!

“THE BIG GAME
IN MIAMI
PARTY”

TONS OF PRIZES
“Best Party 

in Town”

SATURDAY
February 6th SUNDAY

February 7th

T.J.’S Celebrates 
their

11th ANNIVERSARY
with

WING NIGHT and

R & G after 9 p.m.

THURSDAY
February 11th

SATURDAY
February 13th

Come Out & Celebrate 

LAFF CITY COMEDY SHOW 
with a great 

GOURMET DINNER and SHOW
$30.00 each

FRIDAY
February 12th

ONLY

and

EVERY Saturday

EVERY 
WEDNESDAY

is

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION

NIGHT
2.75 bottled beer 

after 7 pm
KARAOKE starts 

at 9 pm

BUZZTIME TRIVIA/TEXAS HOLD ’EM IS BACK!
PLAY ON DEMAND GAMES AT ANY TABLE, ANY T.V.

Be here for your chance to WIN a trip to the
TRIPLE CHALLENGE featuring the 

COORS LIGHT AFTER PARTY! BLUE MOUNTAIN.

COORS LIGHT and T.J.’s
presents a

SNOWBOARDING SHOW

Equal Billing
The last act is the hardest

By CONSTANCE
SCRAFIELD-DANBY
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